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nr'HE ^anjtam of iiiptfefd w^k iM 
"^ no myfterious ftory to entertam tie riader 
with, in relating the wonderful manner hy which 
he iecam fi^ff(^d tfthe ML^-^He bathcrojfed 
no fias nor v^amdered ikraa^ the paihs pf 
meital f^k to eitcdn h. fie fhert aceomt 
he has to give of it iSy that it wis in the 
pojfejfton of a Jewijh gentleman^ lately natura^ 
dized ; wko had «^ looked Jo fwt into it as to 
^mw that it inculcated fome mord Md reU^ 
^iousfreoepts. AccmfmiMd. hy no farther inteU 
iigenci than thisy it came into the Tranfiator^f 
handsn the ufe he hati made tf it is hereTig 
feen. JM^ as he thikks it likely from mafgf 
circumjtances, that it may he one ofthofe looks 
which are attributed to the Zabians, he hath 
fuhjoined the following account of them (in 
which he is much indebted to M"* Stanley), 
Vol. I. a that 
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ii PREFACE. 

that the t^eader mqx alfofpm his own judgement 
thereon. 1the Jrahians thought it to haveleen one 
of them it is apparent^ in that it was tranjlated 
into their language with the reft of the books of 
the Zal^ans. 

Tnz.M&.which itfelf is but a cofyj is in 
Chaldee upon parchment ; and in one corner^ 
on the. top of thefrftfidcy is written^ E MuC 
•Aical Cium. 3I57^• 
IT .only, remains Ao inform the Reader ^ 
ihat the frft bopk\ was tmnjlated by ^. 
Mf^HM'^'^'^'^Zy Us former poffep^^ an4khkf^ 
the ritft hath heen.purfued aniidft the vexations 
/of a'fuery trcuhkfome emplcynuntf increafed by^ 
difappointmentsfrpnt.pretend^d friend/hips. 

DISCOURSE 
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t) 1 S C 6 V R S E 

COlSrCERNING THE 

Z A B I A N S. 

C HAP. L 

Of the Zahians in- general. 

AR A B I Ay the nobleft peninfula (if 
we may. fo call it) of Afia *, is fur- 
rounded by the Perfian, the Indian, 
and the Red Sea> except on oneUde that it 
IS joined to Syria and-Perfia ; by whi^i^;^. 

* Above two thirds of which fpacioiis couhtr^, ' that 
isy Arihift properly fo calledj the Arabs have poffefTed' 
alitoft'from the flood; and have made themfelveS mat* 
ten of the reft, either by iettlem^nts or continual. 
inpurfions. Salens Kor. Puh Dijl\ 

a 2 ctnitv 



iv OF THE ZABIAN5. 

cinity was eccafioned fo near ^c6Ttt(pM- 
deuce between thofc nations ; that as the 
Chj^sran ^earning overfpreading all Mefo 
potamia, Syria, 'and Alfyria, did on one 
fide extend to their neighbors the Perfians, 
fp on the other it reached fo the Arabitos. 
From which nearnefs, not only of fituation 
but religion and opinions,- perhaps it was 
that Pliny hath ufed theic naines promif- 
cuoufly, calling a great part of _Mefopota- 
mla, Ajrabia^ and the Arabians thcmfelves 
Syrians. And the later eaftern writers, ef- 
pccially the Atabians, under the appellation 
<5f Chafdim or Chaldanhi [Chaldseans], 
comprehended not only the Babylonians, but 
tfce Nabath&ans, Gharanseans, and Sabasahs; 
as 'Mnhammed B&n Ifaac, amongft feveral 
others, takes Chafdaninr and Nabathcea to 
be fynonimous,. and Ahnnted gives this title 
16 hisbook cottceming the religion of the 
Zabiatis, Ofth riks- of the Gharan^ah €hsi- 
- ' • • -■'■ ■ ■ ' ■ • ' • d^ani 



OF THE ZABIAN15. • v 

dsMi ckiimenly imwn }y the name of Zk- 
'^ii^i, Ht addg^ €<fmm0niy kwnvn iy the natke 
efZahUnSy htwafe the Sah^eatis being ^ 
mo^ confidcrabk of thefe^ they Bke\vife wi- 
der the appelUtieix of Zabians mduded ftll>efce 
reft; evea tte Chakteah^ of Mefopotamii: 
vfing the t^ms of Ch^daea and Zabia no 
le6 promifcuoufly than Pliny thofe of Ara- 
bia, Mefopotamia, and Syria. For which 
IL . Maimonides gives this reafon, becaufe 
the docfhine of rfie Chaldaeanfs extendfed thi- 
-ther, and that the religion of alU ftiefc na- 
tions was thclfanie^ * ' ' ' • 



3«T tfince. ArtJ^ia ia; cotnmpoJy diftin^ 
^flied into Arabia Fetra^^ AjEaJxia IMer^ 
tuni, %!pyd Ars^lm. F«&lix* We here nmaa^ 
ti^ that part which is ftyleAth^ demerit, iy- 
ing on the north of Zabia^ and firft plant- 
ed^by ir9hma|^U wV^ po&scfe;^ ^fy^tmxiis, 
a 5 having 



i7 xmr^K ^AMK'm. 

. haviti^teslfticfa the lajigtia§Te of -thetZafeiAa 
or Arabia, w^re called Arabiafis alto; ^ 
riiore' ');ii:'0perly, ^-H^gafens? a^ defc^ad 
frpm Hagar, and ^i Aitab al MaEffisiirabah, 
/A^ wtf^i? Arabians (that is, jiiade fuch by- 
cohabitation and cpnverfatipn .with the pnae 
jArabs), but thofe other true Arabs the in- 
,, habitants of Arabia D^fertum and of A-^bia 
Foslixy the former of whom defce^ded from 
Kebaioth, the fpn of Iffbmael, and are by 
jPliny, Strabo, and Ptolemy called Naba- 
t^anSjj as thq country itfelf N^bat^a, the 
latter from Zaba, the fon of C^us^^^ the foi;i 
of Cham, after whom ' they were ftyled 
Zabians^ (as the country Zabia) and (in dif- 
•dn^ion from the made Arabians of. Arabia 
^tbit^deferl} the native 'Arabians *. 'The Cha^ 
sranaans/ mentioned together with thefe 
•^ere the inhabitants of Charan, a city of 

^f^iS^I'UbahM^Aaraha^ the genuine, or pure Arabs.. 

^ii.'^^*^; wer^ 
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CONCERKING the firft mffitutor of 
learning and religion amongft the Za- 
bians^ there is not any certain agreement 
of authors. Patriddes, an Arabian writer, 
attributes this invention to a certain Ferfian, 
named Zerodafi, contemporary with Ter^ 
father to Abraham. Zerodaft and Zoroafler 
are the fame; whereby it appears, that P^^ 
tricides means one of thofe two Zoroafters, 
one of whom was the firft author of fciences 
amongft the Chaldseans, the other intro- 
duced the^ fame fciences amongft the Per- 
fians ; and though he calls this Zerodaft a 
Perfian, yet by the antiquity of the time 
in which he conceives, him to have lived, 
it is probable he rather intended the Chal- 
da^an. 

< Others 






tkt'rsligio/ii of- tHt' Zabitu&,was.ma»^^^Eoi'Ji^ 
if (Kvfain: kitfg ^ tie Parjms, whtj* fi^a» 

it^s fifc^tt^K : > ."■;.• .. ; 

"ii^oin the fanie iii¥ient\0A.wai attiributcdL 
tn thofe days, faith he^ earner fqrtk Jjfazaxik^ 
a Perfioffy who, as is reported, was author 
ofihreligimofthe^Jiohifins. 

* Dr. BoQodcft imagiiies the njufte of the feft. t^j^ 
fee derived ffioi? X\yi it%abak\ r^ \^& ofhia^o^- 
' which they were fappofed to worihip ; though, iodoedp^ 
after no othe» manner than the R. Catholics at this^ 
day pa)r reverence to their imageS| as the reprefenu- 
(cioni of an e¥t?riivinpQbd, « 

OxHElis 



,iY?l5i^Hfeiti |^^|»(^c«i iefive 

^-Ikif^ikfifikjr^^^^ ^ certain Gre^ 

'^dili^wmud^ah orfai^an^ fin^fVerkdlij -and 

-VMSto^^^^ts]^ Mer- 

dttfjr^ abd is ffippoitedby Elmacintts upon 
^^ feme fobjeft Others^ feitli he^ affirm^ 
Hkat the reUgtm of the Zahians was brought 
jfShhiyWfMnwhoJe name^^ /on of 

XbHtoH; a Qrman^v)h firji found out the 

fSgn£e of tite fars^ 

^^,... ........ . • . 

' To thefe the iamc author iadds the opin-^ 
ions of fome others^ who held^ that the an- 
tiofi of thefeS of the Zabians were fome of 
thofe who were at the building of the Tower of 
iabeL 

Some attribute the inftitution of this 
fed foXiham, fon of Noah, who being 

banijhei 



-with M:}3prii .-.pajoy ^©reqjip fffiSilgj^iAgrlhi^ 
original, of ;i^i3>try |o .C;fegi,..'^4jifo^s|M^ 

\\,'ho/e fcn,Za^a,fhe Z*bi^s.;(¥Pr^ %>»?fl?f4^ 
and, upor\ this ground, foji^Jigj5Fe^j^l|jf||([fl^ 
' to prove Cham .and Chus, to be tb$ UsS't 
^Yii;H tliiej.^rft,,ap4...fecond ,^jfq?ll^Ci^';.<«(f 
\yhom we fpoke in d^e- begijjpiq^.gf .dtti 
chapter. 

Others, as Damafcen, afcribe the ori- 
ginal of their worfhip to Serug. Epjpba- 
nius, and tlij? author oif the Ghronicon Me3^ 
^pcjtinum, . affirm, that, kelUnifm,hegan i» /Jr 

t'me 
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fiM'4ff^3kr^g^ TJiif Ji^Uehifm Come'cobr 
)s4imf^, tp^be the ianie \rith the Zabict^^^fupei^- 
mkxi'}. what tkc Gveek fathers €^11 fie//^ 
•Kjfcj the Rabbiw tc^m ^ort, the Arabians, 
^giAheteitonyOt the time of ignorance andpa^ 
gnifiif* And ^ though to determine any 
tfifl^ of thofe ewly • and obfcure times be 
irery difficult, yet we cannot doubt, but 
tiiiit the idolatrous worihip of fire and of 
lA% fun, afcribed to the Zabians, w^as of 
griat antiquity amongrthem, lince men^^ 
rid^ad by one of the moll ancient of authors; 
Job*,^ Who lived near them, as appears* by the 
Inroad which the Zabians made upon 
him"^, If J faith the pEaintive Arab f, Ihm^ 

> 

* Chap. i. vcr. i^, 

\ See the Note p. 146. c^ tlpe fufuing poenpj \o 
which the ibllowing may be added, from the, £ame 
author : Z'* l^o wonder tjie, lofs of this Adonis^ or migh- 
ty k»d, [\T\\H [tf/^»}dominu8. ^illK {ai!orii'\tom\^ 
wax mcTU.] (hould be kudly laiRented 19 ^f^riVr^ in 

gazed 
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'' , • ^ V- - - - i -> VI'. 

gazed upon the fun'-^ whenjt Jh^nejL prj^xm^ 

* fbi /word i4,*y^ [or], ^iichfgnifieih as>w4flSiKm - 

JEgj/p'f^ iA Phariiciaj and lii all tKe countrics^iinc- 
turedT^^ith-lheif traditions J f 6t that liis return to im- 
pi«|cnate-4ike wcfrld witli genial vigour fhould b^ wtl-^ 
comied with the higheft deinonftrations pf joy. Witf 
whoftt (bt>'uld the fufceptive power of generauon, t&5f 
mii^ Tintis^ hQ in lovef ? whofe abfericp ihould fce 
ihtmnf td^^lii^ goeH a hunting through the m6nfters 
^f the Z^di^ac^^ and approaches too near the Iroaen bear j)^ 

% See a ioog and accurate account of their monming for Afid^ 
Nxs in Hc](.«0b7usV EuTERPi^, ttd. in Plutarch de lidis 
ex Q#f>(ie| %^ \MMCh J9U1 £2 sch i it's wdmen bewailing Th a m« 

. * ' ■' / 

f Alma Venus Cceli fubter- labentia Signt 

Quae Mare navige/tii^/ qBae^Tferras frugifereiKeis 

Concelebras; per Te quoniam Genus omne Animantum 

Gohcipifuf, vifitqbe exdrtum tumlna SoLis: * 

Naiti fimul ac Species patefaft a eft verna Diei, 

£1 reft rata viget genet alls Aura Favoni 

Actiese primum Volucrds, te E^i^X, tihimque ^ 

Siignificart Initum, perdrifse Corda tij3 vi — •' 

Omnibus incutiens blandum per PeAorc anioTem 

Efficis uc cupide generacim^ Sxcla propigeht. ° ' ' 

' ■ . .■ ^ ■. ■'■']. • XUtjRkT. 

II See Bion's eleg n*^ oc'e m the deatli of-ADONi3.' 

th: 



tWmodk when walking in k^rlri^htnefsy ana 

lift iTiiihiighty fource of life and love? Moft naturally 
W<mld thf Chalde(ins c%il h>^ Baal^^ lyrd of the 
world; the Phoenicians Bteljamen^ lord of hcaveh; 
[ib^!DK^y>yil ^a^-il'^^'am/iimi ChaU \^Q^ S^^ 
\^celrSeincn'\ lord of heaven], the old jEgypfiajis Opiif^ 
W light ind fire; the Arabians Ourotaait ^^ 'the fu* 
premc light ; the Ferjiath Orofmadts^ the gracious 
liglit; and th^ later Perftam Mlhras ||, the molt excel- 

* 1*he moft inquifitive and curious thv Her that ever viewed 
a country ».ihi? ns^wral and virife I^saoDuTu^y N^ito W93 an «jre wit- 
ittliAictie ^asniiicence of his templd, a..d rites of hisiworthip, ealis: 
Ihiii:Zk ir s 3«los, Jupiter the Jcrd., JupUei; if of hit own addicion> 
fvexpliia (he.natuflrof the god to the Gr^eiaMfor whom htf 
Wrote. Bel or Bel us ihews the Chaldee pronunciation then pre'^ 
Tailed inftead of Baal. 

\ See the preceding page, note [«]. 

J It ihould appear, that in^thc age oJF HEaoppTus the 
Arabic was a little nearer tho other Aramean dialed* than it it 
toow ; [our] ^rc, the Arabt now call [nouro] light, and [naero] fire: 
and [eelion] the tXALTEO, is pretty nearly [eion] and ici. fyno- 
nime [eloon], whence oukotaalah, accoiding to the genius of 
thelangua^e, the Most hicH or sufreme light, and ihcnctf 
He^RoDoTiis firmed his OuE.oT«A;.r.. 

II Frorti the Chal<!ce [ithir] excelkns, prapftans,. major ; with 
the fcrvilc m:m Miiaa a.' It fignifirs likcwife plenty, abund* 
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7ty heart hath heenficretfy enticed, cr.mymouih 
Jiath kijfed my hand, this indeed were an 
iniquity tohe punijhedhy the judge, fwijimM 
have denied the God that is above; wWre by 
kifliRg of the hand Is implied the ancienf 
manner of veneration, , ' 

Icat; wlifle tlie <>ther part3 of the ri^ble world^ tfct 
Moon, the £arch, the Sea, the Air, and the hxightd^ 
Stars, received a proportionable but inferior reyerenC!^ 

anoe ; and alludes to Jupiter pIuTius, for the Arabic Word foit m6- 
thet%i^l!i6t alfoto gtverain^ to paf^ in a rapid coorfe, and maft«« 
tQ fwiiii in plenty ; all efleai afcribed tq the fuo, as-iswclik|Mi^^ 
X9 chofe who undertUnd the fymbdtt of thfe Mi t R n Jii o SKcm^ 
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ivi OF tHfe ZABIA^S. 

t; H A P. in. 

Others of the Zabian SeS. 

THAT Terah, the father of Abraham, 
was brought up In this dodlrine, might 
be conjeiftured from Jolhua xxiv* 2. where 
he is refcfconed among thofe thatfervtdjlraf^ 
Gods* Philo * terMs him an aftrohomer, 
or one Ikilled in mathematics. 

Of Abraham the fon of Terah, R. Mai* 
monides -f- expreflly faith; It is well knowft 
s that our father Abraham was educated in the 
faith of the Zabians, who held there is no God 
but the Jiars ; Berofus J acknowiedgeth that 
he was Jkilful in the cielejiials, and Eupole- 
mus, cited by JEufebius, afcribes to him 

* De nobllit. 
f Mor. Nev. 
J Jofcph, Anti^juit. i. g. 

the 
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tly^ Inyentiotijof dfir^dh^ and the Ckaldaichn- 
gUage. The Fabians the'ilifelves m their 
annafe give tM^ accouht ofhis departure out 
of CMdai^^r a^Mi«&aaw> fay they, being edu- 
c^eiinUfi hut iijJiiHing from the vulgar^ and 
vifferfing th€ii thtre was dnather Creator hefides 
ibe^Sufti tb^ hgm fhasy and objefled againji him-y 
and amd^ their ^effionsi ihey alledged the 
evident and manifeft operations of the Sun in 
the uorldi iut Ahraham anjwered them. Ton 
ari rights which Sun is like the ax which /V 
in the hand of him that Jiriketh therewith. 
Then they recite fome of the objedions 
\vhich he brought againft them, and at lafl 
they fay, that The king ojift him into frifon^ tut 
neverthelejs he ferjifted in prifi^ to oppugn them\ 
whereupon the kingyfeartng lefi he might dofome 
hurt to his kingdom^ and feduce men from their 
religion J confifcated all his eflate^ andhanifhedhim 
io the ulmoji borders of the eaji. 

* Mor. Ner* 

'b From 
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From Avhich Felatkm Jofephus ^ di^s 
not much^ who faith, that Jbraham frfi 
under Mk t$ cantroverJ the received err^ntms ^'• 
nion of meUy concemii^ the Deity i and ibat 
hefirfi taught and primed that there is hut ime 
God\ but feeing the ChaU^ram and M^opota- 
mians began to mutiny againfi him for it^ be 
thought it expedient to forfake the counhy. 

The Rabbinical traditions are more par- 
ticular herein; IL Solomon larchi reports^ 
from an ancient commentary, that Terah 
fell out )vith his fon Abraham, in the pre- 
fence of Nimrod, ^ fpr breaking his idols, 
and that Abraham was thereupon caf): into 
a firey furnace. Mofes Gerundenfis con- 
firms the fame ftory, but R. CJiain relates 
it otherwife : Abraham^ faith he, met with 
a woman holding a di/b in her band^ and the 
woman a/king bim whether be would offer ary 

* Lib. 2. cap. J. 

tbil^ 
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tbif^ to tiit Qods^ be Usk a fluffs md broke 
i^Hnnage^ wbivb ibei ffHOfum bad^ and fimo 
tlfso^ the fi^'i bis fatba^ comings ibi^ber. at 

AbYi^bam a^ymo^i^^^ Jbt. bad. qficedbimy 
"wbetJ^b^rV^^.imalte, an offeringy and that 
up09ibi^ ottfivethig that M would firft eal feme- 
tbing^tiere^ a$:pftm:SJpute betwixf^ them. But 
bis fatber urged that the bufinefs was ottfer^ifey 
andtbat bfwas'}reard to fay many reproaibfuJ^ 
tbir^s of i^mro£ i't^econtrov&fy'ums brought 
btfore l^imroiy the ling of Babel: he "command^ 
ed4^abanftoH}o^f4ifp the Fire that- 'mas fet 
before bim\ Abraharh anfwered^ if'f^ then 
Sboujhale adore thelf%terj^^at&t^ 
itbfire. Nimrodfdid to bimiWor^ 
ter. Ai(raf?am anfwend^lffo^worfhip thtCloudf 
which: diftil. the water. Nimrod faid^ Tien 
worjbfp thfi Clouds^ Wberuipm Abraham ^ If it 
" befo; then the Wind is to be worfhiped which doth 
agitate and fcatter the clouds. Again Nim* 
b 2 rod. 
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rod, fybrjhip the fTtnd. But Jbraham, Iffo^ 
then is a Man muci'mare to he worjbiped wh^ 
doth und^and the wind. At length Nimrod 
grotving angry, fhou talkift J faith he, idfy ; t 
worjhip none hut theFtrtj into the iHidJt of which 
Twill caflthee. Lei the God 'orfhm thou dofi 
ioorfhip come and free thee hy bis right band. 
Jran Jiovdby and talked*, they aflced of wbicb 
opinion be tJt^as ; be anfwtred, ^ Jbrabam gei 
the better, Iwttl he for bim -, ifTfimrod, for 
Nimrod. Jifter Jbrabafh bad goni into the 
fir ey furnace and was freed, tbeyjkid to Aran, 
Ofwbicbfide art thou ^ Ue faid,Of Mrabarufs. 
Then tbey took bim, andcaft bim inh the firt^ 
and aB bii bowels were btirned, and be witjt 
taken out dead in the frefence of bis father. 
But Cedrenus affirms, that Abrah^tn throw* 
ing his father's idols into the fire, iiis bro- 
ther Aran endeavoring to tefcue them;^ 
was burned. 

The 
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The Arabians, who imitate the Jtws iij 
relations of this kind, and ralfe fupcrftruc- 
tures of their own upon Rabbinical fables, 
^ve a further account of what happened 
upto Abtaham after his departure from 
Nimrod, as appears by a fragment of a 
Mohammedan wrjter,. of which we'lhall 
cite only fo much as moft particularly con- 
cerns the Zabians* Edris^ onwbombepeaee^ 
was thefirfi ibbo after Emcb^ th fin ef Stth^ 
the fon of Adam^ on whom he feace^ wrote 
with a fen. 'This thing afterwards Edris 
taught his fins 9 and faid to them : O fins! 
know that ye are Zahians, learn therefore tp 
read books in your youth. Now Zabiam -are 
writers^ of whom the high hathfaid% ^be 
Zahians and the Nazarenes, The fame au- 
thor adds, that they ceafid not to foffefi the 
'hooks of Setb andof Edris by hereditary right 

* Al Kor« chxf. ii« 
,' . b 3 among 
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ommtli^^ of NMb^ani" 

of' Mruhc^idfttr thdP^e ilgh God a0ii 
him againjl Wirnro^^ he makdiSlon. 

But in th(it day w^nretn, J^abam went out 
of the land of Jrack^ and would go into Syria^ 
into the l^nd of bis fore fatheiirsy be went to tbc 
land ofCbaran and Gbejirajdnd tbere be found' 
a people of tbe Zabians wbo read old books j^ 
and believed fucb things as %ere contained in 
them. But Jbraham faid, '^Cf'fhy God! t 
<* did not think that bejtdes myfelf and (bofe 
** that are with me^ there bad been any of the 
*' faithful who believed thee to be one^ Jni 
God breathed to Abraham this anfwer: ^^^ 
^' Abraham J the earth is never defiitute^ but 
*' that there are fome in it that difpute far 
*' God.^^ ' But God commanded him to call 
them to bis religion^ and be called them^ but 
they would not-, faying^ How Jball we believe^ 
thee, when thou readeft not a book? And God 
fent among them a forgetfulmfs of tbofe things 

whi$k 
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wiju;b ihs^ knew jffffmcfs and ^ ef^bog^Syfor 
thy timceivedtbehoc^s^. wiHcb jj^ey ufe^^ to be 
frm ,God^ and fomi of tbem h(dieyfidy others 
nptt jffferwards the Zahiaits were divided^ and 
Jome qf them believed^ which were the Barbae- 
meanSf wbo^ did wijef urate them/elves froni 
M'rabast^ofbkf^ tnemory\ but the reft follow* 
ed their own rett^ion very eagerly, and tbefe were 
tjbeywboariin the (and of Cbarany who went not 
v^tbJbrabam. into Syria, andfaid. We follow 
the religion j>f Sethy of Edris, and of Noah. 
Thus, according JO Kiffaeus, the religion of 
the Zabians was th^ fapie with that of the 
Jiaranseans, or Meibpotamians. What he 
relates of Abrahajtn's being fent to the Za* 
bians, is all bqrrpwj^d frona the Rabbinical 
traditions* r^H . . : • 

But that there were anciently learbed 

men in Arabia, fkilful in natilral philofo- 

phy, aftronomy, and other fciences, is 

b 4 'manifeft 
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m^nifeft from tcftimonics far i*o?e tuttei* 
tic; a3 paiticwlarly from the. difoaurfo \kt^ 
twixt Job and his friends. And \vhete So- 
lomon's wifdom is faid to have exeeUed ih^ 
wifdatn of all the fans of the eafij it is plain-* 
ly meant that he was fuperipr in knowkd^ 
to all the Arabian philofopher^t Tacttois, de- 
fcribing Judaea, faith, tfie land ^nd hounds to the 
eaft are terminated ly Arabia^ And that the 
Jews called Aral>ia the eaft cotrntry is cvi^ 
dent from ft*veral places in Scripture *• 
Pliny alio mentions the Magi of Arabb, 
of whom he gives for inftance Hippocus, 
Ptolemy makes mention of the gulf of the 
Magi in . Arabia ; and Porphyrius (citing 
Mogenes) relates that Pythagoras, amon^ 
•ther countries to which, he travelled for 
learning, ment alfo to Arabia, and lived with 
the king there. 

* As Gen; x. jOt aiid xxVi 6» i8. Job, i. > Judgea, 

^ CHAT. 
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C H A p. IV. 

Of the fFritinp of the Zaiians. 

TH E Zabians pretended, as we have 
before Ihewn, to have had the books 
of Seth, and of Edris, ancl not only thofe, 
but fomc alfo written by Adam ; for the 
fame authoi', continuing the ftory of Abra-» 
ham's coming amongft the Zabians, aiids, 
that afterwards Abraham opened the chejl of 
Adam, and behold, in it were the books of 
Adam; likewife the books of Seth, and of 
Edris ; as alfo the names of all the prophets 
that were to be fent after Abraham ; ani 
Abraham faid, Happy indeed are the loins out 
of which all thefe prophets fhall come : and 
God breathed to him this anfwer t Thou, a 
Abraham ! art the father of them all, and they 
thy children ; and for this reafon Graham de^ 

firved 



\ 
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fem^i<^ he called^ thefadier of the prophets^ 
upon whom hepeaccm 

Of the fame kind* Maimonides con- 
ceives The hook of Healings to have been, 
which was hid by Ezekiclir 

He alfo cites many other books of the 
Zabiskns, tranflated into Arabic -f, of which 
the chief is intitled, Of the Agriculture of the 
NalataanSj tranjlated by Jben Vachaf^hijah: 
full of idolatrous extravagances. It treats of 
the making of %^lmenaiasy of the defcent of 
familiar fpiritSy of conjurations of daemons j of 
devils, of fuch as dwell' in defarts {zs (sty v% 
were thought to do}. It contained alfo mar^ 
other 'things very ridiculous^ by which never-'' 
thelefs they conceived that they could confute 

* Maimonides, Mor. Nev. 
+ Ibid. . * ' 

the 
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the mmifefi t^rMeJ^^-^fis^ i«^ ^/ fhe^pm 
phets. . ' ^ ■'■•^^^^ ;^<^^>?^^-.- 

ANOT»lR-»titled,^ fh^^^0pf ohOfffie 
worjhip of the Nabni^eam, out of which MaL- 
monides cites a Sbty concerning Abrahaajr^ 
related above. , . 

Ithe book ffai^^anifhui^. afqribed to ,Arif- 
totle, but fallly '^^^ . , 

The book HatUlefmaath -f-, of Tfilmenaias; 
Buxtorf renders if. Of fp^aking ixn^es, 

The book Xfifiitam^ 

The book of Hajfearahh. 

The ' book of the Degrees of the Coeleftial 
OrbSy and the figures that are afcendent in every 
degree. 

Another book concerning TJilmenaias^ whici 
alfo is attributed to Ariftotle. 

* Maim. Mor. Ncv, 
t Ibid. 

Another 
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Another hook afiribed to Hermes. : 
The hook of Ifaak the Zabiarij wherein he 
4rgues in defence of the law of the Zabians. 

A great book of tbe cuftoms and particu- 
larities of tbe law of tbe Zabians^ as of tbeir 
fiafts^ Jacrifices^ pr^erSy andotber tbii^s con* 
ierniiig their belief All thefey laith Maimo* 
nides, are books which . treat of idolatrous 
tbingSy and are tra^ated into the Arabic 
tongue *. 

Besides thefe, fas Maimonides ackno\v-» 
iegeth), ' there are many others. -f- Hottin- 

* BefWes the book of P&lms, the only book of 
fnur canon which they read, they have other books 
which they efteem equally facred, particularly one in 
the Chaldee tongue which they call the hook of Seth^ 
and i» full of moral difcourfes. Sali^ PrtL Difc^ 

f Hiftor* Oriental. lib. u cap. 8« 

ger 



OF THE ZABIAlifa xxbt 

ger cites A ireatife of Mohammed the eJ4er^foK 
of Ifaakj (in his own poflelfion), ^who. is 
otherwife.caHed Ahulfarak, tEefouof Abi 
Jakub ; and R. Schelomoh ben TJzzah ex- 
preffly laith, that; he hath. read ^ boolc coiK 
ceming .fjie -wars of the Hebrews underl 
Othn^eU / ^ifo hape rea4 (^th he) a boo]^^ 
chiefly written in our tongue^ which telUth of 
the deftruSlion of the city Sepber^ and <f the 
battles which Othniel, our leader ^ on whom b€ 
peace\ fought with the fons of Jkak^ 4ad if 
his father^ and of bis houfe. Awd in this b0ok 
alfo are divers holy facings which zvere the 
fayingsof our fathers, and they have been pre- 
ferved by the Zabians *. 

* R« ScheL Chavid^ Hakod^ pli^raih iii. $. 2. 
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Jddt Of^ THE'ZABIANS* 

C H A P. V. 

Of the Gods and Rites of tjie Zahidns. 

<T^H E"^ ZabiansheU {as well as the Cb^d- 
-^ d^ans) that the Stars ate gods , but the Sun 
the^reatejlgod^ \ fot'th^' plainly ajfefty that 

* Maimonidcs, 

f iKerertKeiefSy that they acknowledged one fa- 
pteoie^viiid' taviiibU God, over aM thofe, appean(to 
o»i^ p^t proofs) from their nfual form of addrefliag 
themfelve^ to him, which was X^v&y, J dtdkati n^tlf 
to thyfermice^ oGod!~-^I dedicaU n^e^ to tfQf fer- 
vice^ 9 Gad t*^ Thou haft no tompanion^ except thy 
com f anion y of whom thou artodffolute mafter^ and of 
Vfhatever is his, Al Shahrefthani. — The idolatry of 
the Zabiahs then chiefly confifted in worfhipiilg the 
fixed ftars and planets, and the angels, and tlieir 
images, which they honored as inferior deities, and 
whc^e interceffion they begged, as their mediators with 
God.: — They fappofed the idols not to be /ui juris ^ 
though they offered facrifices and other offerings ta 

the 
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it>^ fun governs thefupericr and inferior wwUsy 

them, as well as to God^ who was alfooftea put off 
With the, ileai^^ poruoiiy as, Mokammed < in his &oraB 
uphraid^ them., Thus when they planted fruit-trees, 
or fowcd a field, they divided it by a line into two 
parts, fetting one part for their idols, and tlie other 
for God; if any of the frails happtned to fall from the 
idol's pajt into God's, they made reilitution ; hut if 
from God's part into the idol's, they made not re^itu- 
tion. So when they watered the idol's grounds, if 
the water broke over the channels made for that pur- 
pofe, and ran on God's part, they dammed It up again; 
•hut if the* contrary, they !et it run on„ feying, they 
wanted what was God's, but he wanted nothing^; Li 
the fame manfter, if the offering deiigned for God hap- 
pened tabe better than that defigned for the idol, they 
made an exchange, hut not otherwife f. 

It was from this grofs idolatry, or the worihip of 
inferior deities, or companlom of God^ as the Arab^ 
<»}ntinue to call them, that Mohammed reclaimed bis 



* Nodm al-dorr. 
f AI Beidawi. . 



and 
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and tallbim^ the greai lord^ the lord ^fjood^^ 
What they relate concerning Abraham, 
Teftifing ta worihip the fun, is delivered 
cflewhere; what they foftlier fable of the 
Patriarchs, That Adam (not.being the firft 
man, but begotten by a man and woman) 
. wasr a prophet of the m(X>n, and, by preach-^ 
log, perfuaded men to worfliip the moon, 
and compofed books of hufbandry; That 
Noah was hufbagdfnan like wife, but believ- 
ed not in idols, for which they .difcom- 
xnended him in all thsk wrkings; Tha£ 
Seth alfo difflfented froiii Adam as to wor- 
fliiping the moon; fee delivered more ful- 
ly by Maimonides -}*• 

countrymen, cftablifhing the fole worihip of the true 
God among them; io that, how much focver the Mo- 
hammedans are to blame in other points, they are far 
from being idolaters, as fome ignorant writers have pre- 
tended. See Prel. Difc* to SaU's K^r. 

* Maimonides. 

\ Mor. Nevoh. 

Their 
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Thkir fiwrm of worlhiping thcfe gods 
was t^wofoldy daily and monthly; the, dai- 
ly^ is by Said Vahed defcribed thm :Tiey 
make tbtjirji day /acred tc the Sun\ tbeficondy 
ti> the fmon j the tbird^ io Mars \ the fourth^ 
to Mer^ryi the fifths tojufdter^ the Jixtb^ 
io Bfitbuy or Venus j tbefeventb to Saturn^. 

^ iKfl9l99^ti°l€« (faitkdieiageiuous Mr. Blacks 
well) and want of records, permit us not to determine 
tiMf««€i£ifCffiad whiui th« CMdeaas departed from 
Ae fwity of tittsr pnsistive fyftenu But m in d,\\ 
%i\m^ ll»€i«ti«t, tWe is 41 ouiEtiiM of f 9od and bad« 
cf aobtt and fcai^ it fbould fiMm tkat a meaner fet of 
dem had «afly proftkutad tiieir fiQieace to incantatioA 
and siagtc*; whila ttia (bunder and fuperior part re- 

* See Ifaiah xlvii. § 12 and 15, where by the 
CyDttf*1*lDrl ^« M^^O rf *^ heavens^ or heaven- 
-e^mpmnmm^ which we have tranilatf d ajbrdogers^ feems 
40 be neai^ the feparaled, «r> if you pleafe, the con- 
Iccratcdbody of the Chmldaan afir^Mmers^ and by the 
^etr-gmun and mctfikfy fr9gn§fikaiors^ the fortune- 
icUeiB and gmetbiiaca, Tbay ftill fwinn in the £aft« 
. c The 
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The dcfcriptieii of their mciithly wor- 
ihip rccehre fromaMS« of Mukaigined faeh 
Ilkac, cited by Hottingttr *f They begift 
*^ the year from the month Nifan,.^ of 
" which they keep holy the firil, feoond^ 
^* and third days ; adornjg and pray iftg to 
^^ their goddefs Beltha 2 diey go te - her 
*^ temples, iacrififing facrifices, and bum- 
'* ing living creatures. On the fixttv day 

nonnced them for fo doing, and acquired fuch roputa^ 
lion by their upright conduft and co0leftaal fcience, as^ 
like other divine lawgivers, to he thought worthy of 
empire*. It is paft doubc, . that befom thej^ w^ure 
known to the Arabs, under the namevof Zabian«i they 
had fuperadded to their firft" |9iDcipk of one. fupreiiie 
God (to which they inviolably adhered) a fecond prin- 

yofUi^ ^iA«^o^«i< TO/f XAAAAIOIS vp^tf-tfjtfftt* 

cT* Ttnf j^ yifiBKiA/iofiip S< « x<e70t<Hxoi'Tci< 0/ 
tii^ot. STPAB. EIB^ tu Ste aUb his Account of 
Mofts, in the xvith book, under the article of Syria* 

** of 
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^^ of thet(iu»e month they kill ^ buU to 
^ their goddeft tthe dM<x>U9 aiid^lcnwds 
y the CYcndng of the fai*f djiy^^t it. . On 
y the eighth day they keep a fail,, and like- 
,*frwife at night jqelebratc a feaft in honor 
^* of the fevcn gods and of the daemons j 
*^ coring a lamb to the god of the blind 
^ [Mars]. 0» the fifteenth day is the fefti- 
5^ val of Sammael^ fby diis name the Tal- 
'^ mudifts underftand the Devil*], cele- 

* Or iratber die angel of Death. 

ciple^ of tlie hdvenly hodies being, as It were, his 
minijters^ znA mediators bettveen him and linful men. 
IJpQathis they built fucha train of fuper^tion^ prac-> 
tiees, peribrnied in bonor of tbe brightefl flars, as 
made fome fancy tbem to be denominated f from thefe 
- objeds of their worfliip,* Which favgred llrongly of 
iddlatry. High devotioh, like other paflions, when 
divorced fiiom nnderfbrnding, flands on the brink of a 

f'Wtom)^>J^^^y^\TKaba'Shamaim'\ xht Hojt 
/ c 2 *' bratei 
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^^ faorjjced with many faoifices^ Bolocaiifts^ 
'^ and offerings. Oii the nniiji^th they 
^ vifit a Ccenobknii of the QnnmsaAs^ 
" called Cadi, where thcyjciflthtee oj»n, 
^ one to Saturn; aoocher to Mars, the 
^ baind god; die dJurdtothcMoon; the^ 
^ kin like wife mix lamfa^ i^veo l» dv^ir 
'^ feven^ods (the planets), <Mie to tkt god 
'^ of the gerni^, and ^ne loiiieigtki of 
^^ the hdurs; They ttkewife bum oian/ 

precipice^ with a defcent fo flippery, that, witHout 
fome counter-paffion to^keep Hxe pQife, dowA it nUhea 
into fuperftition and folly. 

<< Thefe vifibk planets^ faid they, theie glorious. 
<^ incorruptible tfr3i, are the eternal habiutions of 
*^ Genii, or vehicles of pure fpiritoal fubilaoc^s, which 
** animate them as the human foul do^ tbt bodj^ and 
*^ by whofe miniftry and iateipoiiliQn the fupreme 
** Being (whom they call, the God of Gods, and Lord 
<< of Lords) j^oyeins the woM, «ad iASfoSn qf the 
«< fates of men. It is f^ey that reveal his Sgaiwngn^ 

" lamhs 
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^' lamb^ and cocks. Qn the twentj^dgl^ 
" day, they go into the temple which 
*^ they have in the city Zaba, at a certain 
^^ gate of C^arni2ii called the gate Aflarah ; 
*^ aad k,i}l:^ Herme? thck god 51 • great 
" buUf^ as ^Ifo'.fevcn hmabs to their fevtn 
*^ god^j 9aip.tojhegodofthed8enions, and 
" tp tl^r r^g^4r of the If^urs, eating and 

*^ win to mortaTsi and by tieir means his benefits 
V are coave^red to the inhabitants of the earth." At 
fiyft thet«lbre,' coaiimiev my. author, they offered up 
ibdrioiyerstotlidemaniftcrsQfdiedirinewilt; then 
they proceeded to bum incenfe and make oblations^ 
fidch Mthsy tbcMi|rh[t moft s^l^eeaU^ to their fu|fofed 
-MTwrea. Thif «c«arateiy obfeifv«d their ri&ag and 
Seit^f Aeir cfiDj^^tioiss and afpofts^ i^ir houf^s^ 
aa they arc called^ or manfiom amoi^ the coafteUa^ 
tions, dividing the world among them, and affigning 
:^h add foch a fpeoies of being tp each pactLqular 
llaiut's adniniftration. A^cordii^ tiP their »u«b«; 
they flM^e^^a fQcceffiv^ revobitioii of time in feven 
daya» ^hkh we catl a week, and coidccratc each day 
to ibi giiarduifi plmatl a cuftom that, Bam theao^ has 
c 3 " drinking; 



icxxviii orr >ffi5E zkwiAM^: ' 



drinking r but they buriieid nothing of 
any beaft that (lay: * ' ' 



*• The fecond nibnth, #hifch is Jiar, they 
*^ begin alfo with facrificei, 'e^lebratitig the 
" confecration of Sammaer, tod feafting : 
*^ The fecond day they keep in honor oT 
" Aben Salem; drinking,' and fillihg their 
" hands with tamarifk and other fruits. 

^^ The twenty-third day erf the third 
^^ month they keep in honor of Sammad^ 

fprcad through moft nations, i4nd tetmt to fiivor tie 
aflertion of the Jcwifh and Arabic iuthors, tliftt tlitir 
itligion, as it is among the oldeH in the wodd,^^ hus 
likewife fprekd itfelf over the face of the whole earth« 

But in procefs of time their rites multiplied, and 
their worlhip grew more fenfual. Their mediatory 
planet^ they obferved, frequently withdrew fixmi their 
^ght, while they flood in conftant need of his inter* 
xeflion and influence. They therefore^ formed totheffl;* 

" whom 
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*^ whbifa .tliey affimi to" be the god S^i 
^* maketk the arrows jiy; the Cumar^ or 
^Vpriefty makes an arrow take fire twelve 
^* times^ by ^lAbing another ftick againfl: 
^f it,: 1^6 laft time he creeps upon the 
*1 gr-ouudaj :8Ui(iputs flax to it ; if their flax 
^/ kindle, : they^ conceive their rites wey 
" ^cceptpd pf the gods, other wife not. 



€i 



** Tj9B fpAirdi month Thammuz, had a 
peculiar^^fblemnity about the middle of 



fel ves figuns i or fekemes, my ft ically repre fen ti ng th c 
jK>wer9^.aiid jpjoprietie^, not only of each p!anet, but 
, off th& Lard, vf ally^ smd his- chief attributes. Thefe 
'gv^t% pi^in- ifort.of ;^riW of a proportional form, tu 
which they paid a pious rerarence. 

*f Thm^t^e fliritie of X^i^Firft Caufe was fet over 
** allthe rell;, and received, their prime devotions. 
>f Under it.was the (hrine of Mnd^ or Underftandtng ; 
-^* then the ihrfke of Providence ^ or Ferefight\ then 
♦f ^f ^/^ ; and, laft of all, the (brine <rf Nccejtty — 
. / ' c 4 " it, 
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*^ ing'Wbmn. The or^tiud of iKkkk: ii 
^^ thm related b^ R4 Maimomde8.t Jbtte 
<V£aM booky btdi hey d»y tdll a flinry 
" of ^ certain idolatpons p&tidapropliety 
^^ named Thamm^z4 who cdUng^pmi die 
** kiijg tt) worlhip the fevcii |>laiitt»> and 
" the twelve fign« erf the 26diaC| and being 
^^ by the king put to a|i Ignonliniotts deaths 
<f the fame night in whlclk lie wa? fiain^ 

«< allofaperfeaj^<nV<f/figui)Q^^c«otiiig Enrni^*'. 
'^ After thefe, flood ^be arim^TJirivfyfy an li(zag«tt^ 
«' or figure of $:!;,aQglee^ tMn Ae Ame ^ JmfiHr% 
*'S a triangU; of jkbr/^, an obteig^yiafc} of tl»iftflf^ 
t« a.fferfea iquar^i aUd fi^ of Ui« Other f^iiifU*^ 

* Pkilolaus^ the eminent pytbagoretn^ (ays theriV^. 
^Zf was conlecrated as th« fflii)K>l of die 6mis^ Pof^Zv 
^^¥ H foifW) ai they wore initWgnKtSi Afiiaii 
within the agent, which the fchooidm call wAu if^ 
u(0ttensf^ \$ the 9&iqn «f MM; Atk^ tbqr fiqe^ H H 
circle put in motion. • JBim^Mu 

^ 2II 
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** att the images fromsH parts of tlie earth* 
" akt w the pstoorwhick was erkftod at 
^^. Babylon to the ^reat golden image of 
*^ the lUn^ fuipended betwixt heaveaand 
- ' eatth. Thbe thfe i«iage of the ftin fell 
** dmvitvprbftrate in the midft, and all the 
^^ reft of the images fending round about 
^f it, bewailed Thamniuz/ and began to 
** relate wHat had happened td^ him ; t^'here- 
*^ uponthe reft df the images began to 

Now* 6om the troarfKip p^id to thefe my&ic Jbrtaes^ 
and fysobolkal repc^eHtations, intelligible to few but 
their pnefts, it was katUral for a new fe£^ to form it- 
fel^ fond of a rtsU imdge^ or rather z fancied Itkenefs of 
the &vonte plaaef^. ^Thit they made of fuch metal 
as they imagined was moil confonant to its nature; 
of goUf to the Sun ; oifivtr^ to the Moon ; of iron^ 
to Mars;.— and therebyfixed the tradition of the names 
|[tven to the metals by the ehymifis, which is e^ual- 
/ . ■ • 

^ TJiere are two feAs of Zabians, fays Shahreftan 
Jbrin€''WorJf»ftrSj and imagi-wor/hifirs, 

"weep. 
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♦*' weep, and lamented all that nighb But 
f^. t& foon as the morning appeared thejr 
^* aU flew away, and returned honiie> tcr 
^^ their .feveral temples. Hence t:ame tte^ 
*^ cuftom, that cm the firft day. r of the 
^* month Thammuz [June], they,AV;eep,' 
^^ lament, and bewail Thammy?^, Xhis 
f *. cuftom of women weeping, fi^ A Tkaffi^ 
." tniiz is npientioned alfo by the prophet 

•' • ^ ■ ■* i ,/'..,...,- ■• 

Jy received over the world, as their do(EVrine of the 
days of the week. Then offering, at the proper hour 
and precife minute of t"he day confecrateS to the planet, 
the moft grateful perfumes and facrifices, which they 
.aiwayt burnt entire, they behevcd that the pure fpi- 
ptual intelligence, defcending from its orb at their 
prayer, alighted on its ^nyjlic Symhol^ faid the better 
fort ; on its real image ^ faid the more fenfual, which 
It animated, and made fometimes to fpeak, and at 
other times appear in dreams and yifions, to reveal the 
will of the moft high Gody and dircft its pious vota- 
ries to' their own advantage ^. . 

* Pocock. fpcclmen hift.\^r<f3«w. 

" Ezekiel 



^^ 'tWenty-leventh' d^y of this^tod^ %cy 
^* confecrate to Samitiael;' Ihd'^t^ ^her 
^* gods and d*mon$; fa^rificiii^ riini'l^Bs' 
^^^toHanan. ' ^ ^ '' 1^^' ^^ - ^'•^^--'^ " 

' *VIn the 'fiftli itiottk, '^hfchy like the 

** Syriansy they <5all At, th^y prefi He\i' 

^^ tvine to their ' godsy arid giVe it Tevera! 

^' n^mes ; this they do the eight firft day's. 

" They likewife kill a new-born inf^arit to 

^^ their gods^ which they beat all to piec^ ; 

*^ then they take the ftefliend mix it with 

" fye^meal; faffi-on, ears of corny mace^ and 

*^ little cakes like' figs; they bake this ih 

* Chap. Viii.V. 14, 

Here we find the fecond ftcp of our progreflion, the 
introduction of ^ar-^orJBJp Ktadng a people who for- 
merly adored one only God, and who fbill pretended to 
implore hisbleffing through the mediation of thefe his 
fuppofed minifter*. Lttters en ^^thology. 

"a new 
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a new oven, an4 give it to -the pcopir 

*^ of the' congregation of Sammacl all the 

** year long; no woman eats of thisi nor 

••* fervant, nor fon of a bond^woHiapij nor 

•* man that is poffefled, or mad *^/' 

The rites of the futh month, named 
Eiloul, are thus dcfcri^d by the faiT\c a«^ 
thor: " Three days they boil wat^ ^x?r>yaftl . 
." themfelves, th^t they may perform the 

* Is It not wonderful, that this lui^p of cttemo* 
hious idolatry could be confequential on a religion^ 
which was once fo fimple and fo pure ? As fa,r as we 
can penetrate into the dark recefles c^ AniifuUy (faith 
llie ahbrementioned author), the moft ancient worfhip 
upon record in the world feems to have been that of 
ONE ALMIGHTT GOD, governor of all things; 
a worfhip that does not appear to have been confined to 
any one nation or tribe, but to have prevailed all over 
\ht EnJ!, and principally in C^fl'/^^tf, its perpetual fea^. 
This 13 that religion which is ftill known under thfe 
aame of Zahiifm among the Eaftem writers, whofc early 

*• rites 
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•* rites ^ Sammael, who is the pr^Oi^f, of 
^ the daemons and the greiteft God; into 
** Ais Jitter they call fome tamariik, Wfix,. 
^ olives^ fpioe, &c, aivi when it is hot, 
^ take it before fun-rife, and pour it 4ipon 
^ their bodies, as an amulet. The f^me 
*^ day alfo they kill eight lainbs, feven to 
*^ their gods, and one to the God Sam- 
^^ mael ; tlacy eat alfo in their congrega- 
*^ tions, and drink every man feven cups of 

proicflrors wodKipcd^tither in temples nor by images, 
hot oifl&red prayer with (>dors immediately under heaven, 
xk» haintadon of the MqfiHigh\ the patriarchy or head 
•f the trihe^ being <:oa}mMily both prieft and klngw 

When the prbphet, whcfCie 4o%ines now fill the 
£iieft f^imtriefi of the gM>e, iirft afTerted his divine 
niffioa, hit countryinen, the Arabs, were immer£ed 
Ul grofe ignorance^ and as tenacious of their pagan 
Citper^ition«, as they are now ofiflamt/m\ for it israio 
that religion wholly chajnges the -charader of anatioo^. 
iwilcfs it hare fivH: altered the conllitution of their ci- 

^* wine; 
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^^ftfej the prince exaiftg <rf ev^ry ote of 
^f tjicaa two drachms, tx> be paai into Jiii 
** exchequer. On the twenty •♦fixth day of 
** the feme month, thsy go forth to' a 
^* iEK)untain, celebrating the ritfes of the 
^ Sun, Saturn and Venus ; burning eight 
^^ hen-chickens, eight cocks, and as man^r 
** hens ; He who hadi made a prayer and 
^^ requeft to fortune takes an old cock, 
^ ot a cock-chicken, to the wing& of 

▼il government. To the north and wed of them dwelt 
yews and Chrifiians^ a large mixture of both having 
likewife fettled ia Arabia itfclf; bqt to the eaft lay 
the people long famons under the name of Chaldeans^ 
zealous teachers of a refined fort of idolatry. Now the 
Arah^ new converts to the belief of one God (the. firfl 
aiticle of /MVapoftlc's creed), were to be^diftlnguilhed 
from all th^ reft, smd warned againil the infedion of 
the furrounding fe^s, of whom he commonly claiTes 
llDUf together; Je=ius^ Zahians^ Chrifttans^ and Md' . 
£ia»s*m He calls the firfl three frequently ylri/J/ftni/i, 

* Al Koran, Suras ii, v. xxli. 

" which 



V ^ich he ttes two^ftrings j arid f^i^eif 
f^ ends q^ iirey and, gives up tho ci^feeirt 
*^' to the goddefs, Fortune.* If the,>ohic45en3 
'^ are quit^ confunf^d by the iire^ his }>>rayer 
*^ is heard; butif the fire of thofe ibings 
^^ goes out before the chickens be quite 
f ^ burnied, . the Jord of fortune accepts i\ot 
^^ his prayer, nor offerings, nor i^crigce«i 
>* On thCi twfittty-feVenthr and tw^y* 
*^ eighth^ they have their nayfteries, facri* 

people who foiand their faith upon a book, an^ armi 
liis followers with arifwers to their objcdions, as many 
of them were apoftatizing to the ZahianSy ^ajlemi\ by 
whom he no doubt means the inhabitant h£Chaldea. 

Mohammed was himfelf ilKtorate : he frequently glo* 
jfies in it, atid makes it a proof of his million from hea- 
\'en; iince it was impoiBble a book of fuch divine eld- 
-quence as the Koran (hould be the compbfure of an 
ignorant prophet. T\it Mojlems accordingly adfiiirc 
and adore it; they make it not only the rule of their 

" ficesp 
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^ fices, offerings, and holocaiifts to Sam* 
** mael, their lord : to the deemdns and 
•• geniufes, which compafs them about, 
•* defend them, and beftow good ftMtune 
•• on them/' 

4 

The icventh month, which the Sy- 
rians and Zabians call the firft Ti/fkri, 
hath peculiar rites, 'thus defcribed by the 
lame author : ** About Ae middle of diis 

life, hit the iUndard of their ftyle, and model o{ theil^ 
language : they borrow every term uf^ed in it, and ar^ 
f»erpetuaUy alluding to it in their writii^. AmoBg 
the ether fe^s, finding the Chaldtans mentioaed by 
their prophet under the appellation oiZahiinj Eafterns^ 
they retained the term ; and, by tranflating many of their 
books, have made a name unknown to the Greek and 
\£M»«ff writers famaos through the world. 

For fome generations the lOimiifs, Mohammed^ i (ucce^ 
lors, were barbarous bloody enthuiiafb. They declait- 
cdwaragainftthe learning, as well as the religion of 

" month. 



•< ffiS Mto : EvKt'ode b^iiys.of ^very 
^ fort *f ffliat flxsrf is'Jn'dffe iMiiketi'o? 
*^iM khi bf Baa J ffttH- Ir^ii ana a^-';' 
** y^ mkWe am It ieveril ways j afl 
** which they burn in the illgfit-«tifnfe to 
** the dead, tc^ether. with the. thigh-bone 
"^ ^f i fesWfel ; ■ MV. ^ife pour- mixed' wine 
^ ^{fo^itiife'We; fertKedkatodnnk^^ ■ 

<^Iierii%tJio4S|^'and burnt s\l tliQ )}qoM they could U^ 
hands on* , Th^ definnkdioa i|i tartUulajf of the, cele«. 
j^tftd ,y^i^Jiri9sr^r£^» ^ Jibft^y,: v^ the great;efl! ^othd 
eyer received!^ literati^et ,But about ^e beginning 
of ^e tkird ceatwy of the /ji^Vra, tbe conquefi of rich 
andjpolUe xia^ox»| hs^xipg by degreesdi veiled th^ Arahi 
oif their &in|er%rcene^^ they turned thh co!|tem|)t of 
knowledge, and hatred of the means of it, into the 
xnofl ardent juxrfiut. of fcle|i60tlkat ever pofrelTed a p$0"> 
1^. : ^ 

F^ 2^i^U«fiid' 4ltb the' mis^ j^Miii^Sftiiii^ 
iu:i.v : **■• d * In 
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" In the eighth month> wlqchis oklled 
« the later 7?y^An,,they faftonth^.t^^ 
" firft day, and . fo on,; for nji^f d^ys^ ^e. 
" laft of which is the.twcnty-nindi* . Thiflk 
*« day they faft in honor of the )qr4 of forr 
" tunes, ?cc, . ,. ^i . - ^> 

" The ninth month, called, the prfi Car 
" nun J is chiefly facred to Venu^ j^ On ,the. 

own frttitfttl And firey genius, with inde&dgable pains 
they iet theinfelves to tranilate, into iheir woftdroiAP 
tongue^ all the principal ailthors in- hiil!liory$'"poeiiy»^ 
philofophy, medicine^ and mathematics, that were • ift 
greateil vogue among the conquered nations* Thuaf 
they have Platd and Arifttrthj Euclid 2SiSi' Archimedes^ 
Hippocrates and Galen^ and even Homer and Uvy^ 
fpeaking the hnguage of the vidorious Mojkms. 

In the beginning^^fthis^ happy difpofiticm^ the books 
of the Zahians could not efcape their curiofity. They 
were written in a dialeft^pf.th^irown^^echf and^ott-^ 
tainedboth the philofophy and religion that had Jbeea 
long prevalent over the ^Ji*^ »The^ great hiftpriaa,* 

^^ fourth 
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^** fourth day they fet- up a taberniacle, 
** which they call the bed of Beltha; 
** adorning it with f<?veral leaves, fruitsjf 
" rofes, &c. Before they offer their fapri- 
'' fices' of beafts and birds, they fay, L^et 
** fhefi facrifices he Jeftined to our goddefs 
^yBtltha. Thisjhey do for.feven days : all 
*' which, time they burn many beafts to 
** their, gods and goddefles. On the thir- 

Mul-Faragi^ fays, "That the religion and rites of 
*^ the Zdhiansy in the current opinion of the Arahian 
** ddftprs, were the very fame with thofe of the an^^ 
'^ cient Chdldeam ; that their chief feat was' in HarUny 
** on the Chaldean ho^^Ty where they had their grand 
** temple oA the topof aJiill :'* It was called the city of 
the Zahiansy and was fo famous as the prime refidence 
of the feft, that a Haranite and a ZaMOn were equi- 
▼alent terms, *The chief points bf their dodbrineare 
thefie: 

** Tl^ey believe the world to be eternal; governed 

** by a coretermj minB^ whom they wor(hip under the 

*^ ijVBhol-iit fire ; they pay a proportioned rfevercnce to 

^- > ■ ' ' d z " tieth 
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*^ tieth day of the fam$ mo<llh> Af ptiefc 
** fits in a high ehair^ to ^hkh he gets 
** up by nine fteps ; and, taking in hk hand 
*^ aftick of tam^riik, fttetchetk it out t6 
*^ them all, and ftrikcth every one of them 
*^ with it three, five, or fevoa tim^s. Af- 
<^' terwards he jnaketh a dlfcourfetd them, 
^* wherein he declareth to the oongroga^ 
^^ tion their continuance^ multitude, places, 
** and excellency above all other nations ; 

" l3xtfu% iu ^ppsMrent (oyrcc, sw^ to ^li^ n^o»^ ^^4 
f ^ jfan participation of th< (am^ coeleftia^ nature. U 
*^ cqi^c^eacc pf t^irfe principUs, t^^j H\Tenu4 $gT 
*' nific^nt ritc», und yious pr^fticw, exjprtfffive of their 
** veneration^ fip4 c^c»l^e4, 5^s ^li?y^hQnjfht|. %9 
«* obtaiA the favqr of thcfc inferior n^^ «f ^hp wj- 
** veffe," Tl\is ^a pr^cif^ly tj\^ rel^Lpi^ of th^ p^ (2&4|;- 
4r4«i; a<^ thh thf ^sfij^rn i^ff|^ €a^. %\it J^imai^^mi 
tnojl ancient religion in the world. In this, fays t]|f 
moil learned of the Rabbim, was Abraham educated 
among the Chafdtes his conntrymcn ; and this was the 
foundation of the religion pra^fed by the A&^a, or 
pricfts of the j^riany Mdiany and Perjram empires. 

" he 
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R* Itttf^tvJfe iefRs tfittw tfi4 fergeheft of 
^ tihdfr «ii|Jirei atftd the 6iyi(yf tfieir rtrgn* 
••^ After '^tt^h fie dOrhti d(T^ frcrm ^he 
^' chdt,^ aM thtj^r cfatf <rf ti^ie- tMngs oiftilsd 
•*" to tlte- WW*, arid drrHife? arid the pi^mce 
^ exstab bf evti^ 45irie^ oi? ffittW tfiiat <fey 
" two drachms to the ctthdtjfi^. 

. *^ Thh t€JQlh figbOiMh^ GaUed d^ otkir 6a- 
*^ iiti% f^ims partkttlarlf dEveted^ to th« 
*^ M(xmr;/ £^ ooi tke ^we^airy^viFtbr i2if 
^ tJob^co^ is tkd mmkj <^ ^ Li9r4> thar 
^^ ifi th)^ Mmo^ ^t . wtt«^ timer th€|f cele^ 
^^ b^atf^ tbm iiitte^ of SanfieifiBel'^ fiwrifkAig^y 

*' four-footed heafts and fowl : they alfo 
** eat and drink, and burn badi [flicks or 
*• canes of palm, llender at the bottom] to 
** their gods and goddefles, 

** In the eleventh month, Sijuhaf, they 

** faft feven days together, beginning from. 

d % '' tht 
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** the ninth day, upon whidi they pro- 
" claim a feift to the &in, who is the 
••great Lqrd, the Lord of good*. They 
" eat not in all this time any ^ thing of 
*• milk; nor drink wine; nor pray dur- 
V ing this month to any but Sammael, the 
y genii^smd daemons. 

"In the month Adafj which is the 
« twelfth and laft, they faft alfo to the 
*• Moon, efpecially on the twenty-eighth 
** ^Y • ^^ prefident diftributes a barly-loaf 
•* to the congregation, in honor of l^<brs; 
•* the prince exadts of every one of them 
5* towards his exchequer two drachms/' 



CHAP* 
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- ,^ !\, C H A P, VL 

Oihei^ "Kites of fie Zabians contrary to the Le^ 
vitical law. . ' 

R,;MAIMONIDE&f mentions {^e^ 
• ral other rites of the Zabians, which 
weroexprcflly repugnant to the levitical 
law^\ addii^g^ that he was acquainted with 
fie reafonsrdnd^ cc^ufes of m^ny of the laws 
4>f Mofe^i'tynuans of kno^if^ th^faithy rites 
and Wi^Jhipcrf the Zabiam. The examples 
jj^ledged.by him an^-pthersuaiiie thefe : 

• TttEY offered leavened bread only, and ^^ for 
their offerings^ made choice of fweet things 
bnfyj and anointed their facrrftces with honey ; 
•prdhibiteid, LevitAi. 1 1 • - 

: Tkzy: ufed on a certain day to feed on, 
jwine's.fiejhi prohibited, XwiV. xi, 7^ 

* More NeTokim« 

d 4 They 
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Thev^ hdd it unlawftil to kill and feed- 
on fome beafts permitted to the Jews ; as the 

ored for the great, ffvfil hfi, ^rings by agricul' 
turcy and therefore held it unlawful to kill him, 
as alfotkejhup ; neithtt of^aAicA tht^MU^^;^ 

■ . . ■ . _ r 

Some &f'lhe ZAhian^ 'Uforfh^ed' 4p^ls^ h^ 
Ite^ng ihey^k(^^*tke^Jhap(K of^oai^ afdtiH?$ii 
fore taUed tflm Seufnm j On' tke ' cbntraftjr^ 
the levrtic^' lavsr pwASk^it* te^ #r,j9ipri)£^ 
IcSeirim, unfo goats, tli^tk^ ^^y^ de^i^ 
appearing in tSe form^ hP gbSSW. MeviH 

thing exceedingly detejifibif^,y,^f^^^^^^^ 
believing it to be the food of the daemons, and 
that he that did eat- of' k JhoiddSh^ofHe^ d bro- 
ther on intimMe^ao^iniance^of'i^damon^ 
infomuch that thnwpfi^dc(irpe^tohiinj and tell 
, . him 
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in GemarOf is!it}a. MaimonideSy Abrah^^,<im 
father defigned the Wefi for the place of the 

the men witji their hacks toivards the temple 
af the Lord, and.tia»'fiiee& taiwarJi tMeeft, 
m»rfli^(A^'the^^ttti&ar4!itkeeafii 

MlwAMKtEO Ben-^tttc ittlates, that tftejf 
Jhayei^ tjiemfelves wjfh razQXSy and, h/ande^ 
mffi^,^^wM-Mi, ikl'- W' 4fo m^rie4 

mm? I wmfii*ki»t'^-Jhmed th4inM'^^'i9 

THEr 
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tf5 fotm as they were horn, through the fite^ 
which they worfinped^ affirming thatjucb dnU 
dren as were notfi paffed would Me*. This 
Ivas alfo expreffly forbidden by the leviti- 
cal law* 

Thev h^d another cuftom of engrafting, 
defcribed by Maimonides -f*, to \vhich' he 
conceives the levitical prohibition to allude. 

.^ ^. Maimonides^ Mor^ Nevr iii« . v 

f Mar. Nev. iii. .^^.r-i-The Marc Ncvtikim wae 
tranflated from the Arabic of Maimonides, into Rain 
bitiical Hebrew, and-afterwards into Lati% and printed 
at Paris in 1520; it was ^fo tranflated by BoxtorTs 
jk}U. — ^This book, More Nevokim, feems to defboy the 
Jewifli religion, containing many philbfophical arga- 
tnelits contrary to their fathers' traditions : and it cauf- 
cd great quantls amotig the Rabbies\bf theiXiIthi;ibn- 
tury. The French Jews condemned the author, knd 
burnt the book, biitfpfiiie modefate Spaniards appeaf- 
cd allthofe difputesj and ever fince the Jews prefer this 

Others 
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, Otheks fkene arc of tk^ fame kiK>4 cited 
by tbf feme author; whp concludes that 
as con(§rningjhofe particular laws^, tkt^na^j^ 
wbtrecf.are cgncealed^ and the benefiS' unkumn 
temey it pr&ueds from hencti that the things 
ixfhicb we hear are not fuch as thofe which we 
fee and perceive with our eyes.. For this caufcj 
thofe things concerning Jh4 rites, ufxhe Zahians^ 
iuhich , I [have learned by bearings and from 
their writings^ are not Jo foUd and certain^ m 
with thofe who have feen them praSlifedj efpe- 
cially feeing that their opinions and feSs perifh- 
edathoufand years Jincey and their names were 
aboii/h^d^. 

Rabbi's opinions before any others. Read BuiJ^torPs 
Preface to thetranflationof MorehNevokim. Cunacu^ 
J, i, de Repub.Hebr. Cafaubon, Voffius, &c, 

f Mor. Nev. iii. 44. 

POSrSCRIPt. 



'A iCAtfTglvci m the folltnmng^ acc6uni coneermng 
iJtefi Zahians, Tlwy Wi>rjhif> tfh Sim as ike grca ft/I of 
mlitii gffdfy the jl^^ a& the grtatejt g9ihk/i^ and iki 
ftars qs inferior Reifies-. Tkis religion koiti i^eHnl 4 
^ eat, part of the Eafi: Mohammed makj^s mfiutian ^<Aw» 
j> his KoraHy and affords the Jame p:ivilege^ t» tjti 
Zahiaus ivhich he doth to Chrijiians, Thefe idolaters ate 
tailed hy fever al names ^ hit aU ffgnifyin^ the fdmefiri 
kf people y or. that differ lit tk from one anothor* Ttte^ 
are called Chtddeaus^ N^aikeam^ QnkuadUs^ &^a 
There are Jome afirohgtrs and pjlj^fit^ans^ of i)ihfi0^ oi^ 
Canjiantinople ; hut in the kingdom^ of Porjia near thi^feet 
of Tabfifan they arc in great number s, Theyjjiem t9 
Move n9 great pcrfHaJion of the immortaUty of the fouty 
nor of any fUniJbment or re^ixmrd after this- lift* T9^ 
fcldom or nenrer revenue any injuries done to them, he* 
caufe-thrflook upon them as the natural and necejar^ 
ejfftHs of the heavenly infiuences, and are- no mort ffro'- 
voked hy them^ tXanfive are at a great' fi^omer fkUirtg 
nfonuSy or at the heat of the fun in the mi^ of fumm^r ^ 
Tliey call themfelves Mendai\ tend, fejides the ArdbiCy 
they /peak a fort of corrupt ChaldeCy vjhich they nvrite 
imth^pecidiar cTie^a^tr^Yfo that there he very few fc- 
fides their priefs that can read or write it* Thefe priefs 
are called Sfieics^ that is tofayy old men, and are ohe^ 

difttf 
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ikttt /> iftker iigker ^t^ m^ ffr -iiJhvfSi 4)1^* 
M$r ^aU €iafi&^rM. TJut^ Uiii^bt thdt Iga^ that i/^. 
Jtfitt^ iitkgfiul9f&i^d\ fkaiiit\^/ay^ kis'-j^U'hhn^ 
sdj midthmt h ntnftr di^J^ i^Jt^s ha'Olng eritcifiid 
m 0ffearunct injlead &f him. ithej ^ifirn^e thh;f 'tdkJi 
•^ 9ffetmgi #r fitcHfitts^ fhefajt U of breeut^ wise and 
m/, tht ficQOd of a hM^ J^ Mrd v/ajbeff. 

Several of their hocks in manufcrlpt^ hr ought from 
iho E*fij an h ie f^und in thi Vhrarj of Monfieur 
' (ktbiri. Tht fathtr Jngt cf St^ JfoJ^fh^ a Carmdile^ 
who laas a mij^naty iV ^^^ ^J^^ in his ^xforhi, treaty 
Vt^ l^S*fy ciincorning thtfe Sahaitts^ whojti he fufptfn 
Hhcik^ vti^fame imth thofi 'iuko are called Chrifiiant 
^ St. John. He Hlh us 4l/o(kaif $kfy are talUd Mn-^ 
Jaif thni /| tpffijf^ atcfrirdit^ t^ their intcxfretation^ Btn^ 
Jk'htd^ ^r cr«Ature& of the Hykf one. But otht an-^ 
ijtoti wiU hnwt Mend^ /# h aCbnldet nvord^ and fig-* 
nifjS^i^ YfotTitih^y Gn^ic^ as ^ theje modern Sahmm 
n>me a reminder rf the ancient Onofics* In dffence 
efthis option tiejt toll nsj that the ancient Gno^fcs werl 
tityHans in'name omi^ hut flrnkfofhors indeed \ that 
ihtj^ fothvoed the piiiofofhy emd extra^aagant conceits 
of the Ckaide^fni in their e^flrokg^^ and that they had 
thi bfoh rfAr^ham^ tf Stthf andmof^ othep of the 

Patriarchs* 
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Patriarch* Moreover y they take notice i .as cf a vef^ 
Jfngular tUngy that the Chaldee language efthe Sahaites 
doth exprefi all the vofMels tmth a .diftin^iMtetalsharjaCr 
ter^, as by example the vowel a ii;ith an.aleph^ thevov>e^ 
1 with a Jod^^and that they do not write by wqy^fi 
abridgement of the voUsets^ as, they do in Hibrewy Ata^ 
hic^ Chaldee and ^riac^ ,where they are fuf plied fy 
points^ when they have a mind to exprefs them, 

FRO Mwhat has leenfeen in the foregoing account 
oflbe ZabianSy it appears probable^ at leafi^ that the 
loVcs of Othniel and Achfah, zj a remnant of their 
learning. If there Jbould be founds in the courfe of the 
poemy pajfages which differ from the reft in their matter- 
or ftyky we can only attribute jt to the imperfeBions 
formerly therein^ and which ancient copyifts may befup^ 
pofedtohave altered orfuppUed, ^Thett the^joork^ in its- 
prefent ftate^ was not the entire produBion efonepenmaety 
is apparent from hence \ that^ in many places there are 
whole periods cf Chaldaic^ and mar^ words andphrafes 
l^riaCy the reft being fcfiptural Hebrew.v^To the aur^ 
ihor ^Letters concerning '.Mythology the Tranjlator, 
is much indebted for the long notes fubjoined to the fore- 
going account \ he can only fay ^ in return^ that any gen-^ 
tlevfan is welcome to make the fame ufe of his writings,, 

THE 
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bTHNIEL arid A CHS AH. 

BENEAtHa'ifir; fat the beau- 
teoiis AcHSAH — ^ by grief 
more lovely! -^ She moiirncd 
the abfence of the fon of Kenaz — 
and hiiftg with ahguifh on the name 
bf Othniel. -^ Shepreffed the rifing 
air with lamentation -— fh6 pierced 
the a^urb pa:vement with her woes; 
i-— Thy valliiesi Azem ! echoed her 
complaint -^ thy hallowed groves, 
thy dreary caves, reverberated fadnefs! 

B At 
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At length, the iveepii^ Ach^ah^ 
rifing from her moiTy couch> eflayed 
to walk her folitary way. ^^^ Alas! 
in vain* — Thy ftream, o Karb an I 
faw her fall — thy luxurlam w«tm 
beheld the fair opprcfled — thy flow- 
ery bank fuftained her griefHen&ebled 
iimhsl — and^ while (he joined a 
pearly ftceam to diine, moiftening 
each fweet upon her lovely breaA» — 
with unufed melody thy waters flow-> 
ed aloiig --^ raiiing the harmouous 
cadence di that s:;apturoufly-attmi6d 
voic^ which moamed it's abfent 
love 1 ^^ Thus thei e fhe plained «-i» 
thus breathed her (arrows to ufipit|r*^ 
ing4surs 

Aid 
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Aid ine> ye objeds of delight^ 
around me ! — Ye groves, which oft 
liave witneiTed my content -» now 
aid me -^ alas, uncomfortable hope ! 
o aid me in my forrows ! — Say : 
how £haH I fcek my beloved? — 

haw (hall I trace his flepa ! — For 
flhi thefe we^ened ancles fail mc, 
through fatigue — how my unrepofed 
limbs forget their office i — With re- 
peated ardor* I have fought hini, on 
the clouded mountains of Hazar- 
CABDAH — - through thy vallies have 

1 ibught my beloved, o Azem ! 

Ah! — who are thefe who come in 
wind-fwelled raiment ? •— O fay, yf 

• literally : A fitldngt J have fought him. 

B z dam/eJs 



i 
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damfeis of Hebron I did ye mee( 
tny beloved ? ^sy- in your way did yc 
fee my fpoufe ? -^^ O have ye left him 
fleeping in the gardens of Joshua — 
on rofes, in the bower of our king ? 
— Tall and comely is my beloved, 
— with tfefles -^ bkck trcffes of 
hair. -^ His eyes -* effulgent as the 
ftones ©f the ephod* — and, in. look- 
ing, his looks beam forth lightening ! 
-^ O fweeter than his fellows ! -^-^ Tell 
me $ have ye feen niy beloved ? 

» The word here ufed is rnSJt (ifiuddajb] v^ich 
£ttlply &goiihcsa garmejit ; tbongb,' I believe, generally 
that kind which hang down the breaft^ after croffing the 
ihoolders. Bat Aghsah muft here jpean the ^ISM 
[ephoii] as I have rendered it; nnlefs, indeed^ it could 
bt proved, that precious- ftones were worn, in common, 
cm their humeral garments. -« For n*T£)K l^ln/ddah] 
Yee I&i. XXX. 22. and Exdd^ xxxfr. 5. For *n£)K 
[ifM] Exodi zxviii. and xxix. throoghoat. 

\ ^ Alas ! 
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Alas ! aftonifhed at her language,: 
and ignorant of the objeft of her woes, 
thc^ leave her to her forrows -— they 
pafs on, regardlefs of her com- 
plaints. 

: The tender mourner thus aflumes 
the faddening fuggeftions of her grief 
f— thus, in pathetic wailings, poured 
in torrents from her burfljng heart, 
epdeavours to grafp 4 yifionary blifs ! 

— I will purfue hin> (exclaims the ftf- 
Aided fair) on the pinions of thq^wind 

— andfeek him to the boundaries of 
the land. — In G^za will I fcek my 
beloved -— and breathe put my forrows 
in AsHDOD ! — Whither has he fled 

from his Achsah ? — Shall her eyes J 

P 3 behol4 
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behold him no more ? muft thefe arm$ 
fsrget his dear embrace «>«— no more 
encircle bis deligliting foul ^ — Ah ! 
hath he forever (hut up the bowels of 
his love —*- forever forfaken the objeA 
of his vows ? — Ye winds ! bear mc 
to my Othniel, or reftore him 
to my impatient arms. -— Alas ! ye 
are heedlefs to thefe heart-rending 
woes — infcnfible to this embittere4 
angui(h ! 

I WILL think on the melody of his 
voice f— 1 will figh over the remem- 
berance of his form. — Ah I as erft, 
indulgeth he his lopely walks in thy 
courts, o Joshua! • — or rcfteth he 
in the porch of Caleb ? — Gather- 
eth he now, as he was wont, gather- 

cth 
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eth he flowers •-— a garlaad for his 
love'*'^ a circlet to adorn my brows? 
O does he aow ruu after mt, through 
Ae groves of my father — or walk we 
together through thy gardens, o Ca* 
xeb! — No, AcHSAH ! — no more 
4oes he entertain thee with divine dif* 
courie-— pomore unravel to thee the 
n^y Aeries of heaven. — How, through 
the vaft expand, yon |>url)ing ball ad^ 
vances to his evening goal — our 
lengthenipg (hadows ftealipg on the 
mead— • then, how the feebly-cheer- 
ing moon fucceeds, i^ith pale-faced 
awe^ and darts; ]ier borrowed beam 

^ Lo^ ^metiia^s as here, is pat fer the o^eS be* 
/<?%^«^; Ac word is TTTT^K [ihdo^l which indeed, 
bat for ^ cadence^ woold have been better £> traa& 
latai 

6 4 among 
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among the (hepherds' tents. -^ Alas! 
like me (he mqiirns her abfent love — ^ 
like me {he wanes «^ (he weeps the iad 
departure. — How midnight ftars (hed 
down their glittering ftream— -and roll 
their orbits through unmeafured fpacc. 
-"—How this flowfery fragrance fpfrung 
from an almighty hand — and every 
herb, which emits it's balmy odors', 
is an earthly agent for it's Gob. 



From thefe — how delighted I — ^ 
^itnefs, my enraptured foul! ; JiQW 
delighting ! — would he dwtU on tby 
mercies, o Jehovah ! -— and ex- 
patiate on the vvfbnderslof thylov?' 
myfpuH canft thou forget ??— is it 
not engraven in the depths of thy re- 
* ^ member ance I 
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memberance ?— • when he fang to 
thee the deliverances of Israel — 
how he raptoroufly announced the 
loviftg-kindnefles of it's <}od ! — 
When the waters of Meron were 
witnefies of his love — the plains of 
Si DON a teftimony of his vengeance. 
.— - When thy king, o Hebron 1 fell 
- — wheh the ions of An ak fled — he 
fell ^t the waters of Mazare*- 
PHOTH ^ — -they fled to the inhabit- 
ants of Debir. — Thine arm was 
•feen, o Zaphkiel ! ^ — they ihrank 
beneath the terrors of Mett aron 1 ^ 

«= Twofupcriors in the nine boly orders of angels; 
which fcheme we will here deitnonilrate, as a help to the 
[ iinderftanding of ieveral pailages in this fublime poem : 
X. Ser/ipipim, whofe prince is M ETTA hqn. II. C^/r«- 
2;W ruled byORPHAMBT. ill. Tbrones^ whofe lord 
isZafuubl. IV, Dominations f under the fubjedioii: 

■'"■■■ '. ■'■' ■'"■ ' '■ As 
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As he fung, how waft tjiou delighted^ 
o my foul! when, bprne beyond XQpr* 
tality, thou haft feen celeftial pala- 
ces — raifed by the melody of his 
voice, thou haft trod the ftar-pavcd 
SBther ! 

When he has told thee of Adam^ 
•«- o AcHs AH ! haft thou not walked 
in paradife — - walked with him in 
his innocence — forrow^ with him 
in repentance ? — When he has dc- 
fcribed the wickednefles of Cain -t*- 
haft thou not trembled at his horrors 



of Zadkikl* v. Po<wers, whofc prince is Kama el. 
Vh Virtues^ fubjcft lo Raphael. VII. Prindfaiitiesp 
whofe ruler is Ha mi el. VIII. Archangels^ whofc 
lord is Michael. IX. AngtUt with thei^ prince Ga- 
briel. 

— fhuddered 
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f— (huddered at his guilt ? — Haft 
thou not — With affrighted imagina- 
tion -— feen the waters prevail over 
the earth ? •--^ Haft thou not then felt 
a toother's fondnefs — *- a mother, ftriv* 
ing to preferve her infant love — dear 
pledge of mercy ! — graiping unfta* 
ble waves — to fave it from remorfe* 
lefs death ! — how fad the pid:ure of 
her forrows I — Yet, unaiFeded by her 
complaints «-• unpitying to her temler 
hof^s -^ the liquid grave extend^ 
it's iniatiate jaw ~» and gapes ddbruc^ 
tioa on their undivided bodies* 

She could no more — diftraftion 
checked her tongue — bewildering 
forrow clofed her rubied lips. 

At' 



»? 
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At length revived — (he felt a 
tranfient eafe, — As v^hen a fummer 
ftorm fubfidcs, only to coUeft fbmc 
weightier clouds, whofe ponderous 
load delayed their jundtion -r- which, 
once united, pour down fucceflive tor* 
rents. — Such the agitations of Ach- 
sah's woe-flu<ftuated foul. 

Is there at Jaft ((he cried) one mo- 
mentary interval allotted Achsaji'S 
pangs! — then let me, in that iiappy 
fpace, dart up a prayer for Omui^ 

P INHABITANT of eternity ! — 
wnending Schaddai ! — Shield him 
Yfith the arm of falvation ! — O fave 

him 
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him from the darknefs of the grave ! 
— Let not Debir prevail againft 
him! — O fufFer not ShesHAi M 
flay him ! — Thy mercy, o God r 
is unbounded — - the depths of thy 
love unlimited by meafure. — Thou 
art the God of Israel ! — Thou art 
the truft of Othniel ! 



At the name of OTHwifeL her 
griefs again revived — at his ever dear 
rememberance, again fhe vyras com- 
pelled to figh out her unconnected 
woe. 

Ah Othniel I — Ah fond pof- 
feffor of my love I ---thine Achsah 
has her portioa in tears ! — wretch- 
cdnefsis the lot of the daughter of 

Caleb! 
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Cajleb! — O when thou didft leavd 
Ay beloved — when thou didft part 
from thine AchsAh — did not my 
^irit inform thy breaft — did not my 
heart go with thee? — Yet, fince that 
black moment — that time deep ftain- 
ed with darkeft horror I -^ in which 
thou didft weep out the broken ac-^ 
cents of *^ F»ewell — my Achsah i 
•• my fpouie \ — farewell ! *• — - Since 
that dread hour — no say (^ cc(»ifort 
hatih bcamied oh Achiah's fadden^ 
ed foul ! — no blefted emanation of 
all-cheering hope -— to illume her 
dark reflexion* — no eommifcratrng 
friend *«* whoie knient hand might 
reach out the balmy cup of conicJa*^ 
fion«««ftop the corroding pungency 

of 
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of keen afflidlion — or partake thole 
torments^ which it could not heal ! -^ 
No, o beft beloved ! — thine AchsaK 
waftes herfelf in tears, for thee ! — 
accompanied only by her thoughts o{ 
Otmniei. — by day flie feeks the un- 
firqueoted fliade — by night, when 
darknefs cloaths the dewy fields— <« 
when fotnbrous horrors reign upon 
the lawn — (he roves, lugubrioufly 
folitary — and breathes but prayers 

forOXHNIEL. 

Retuhw! — return, o Othniel! 

tetum, o fon of K£NA;z 1 — tliati 

sqiay' git€ my waking eyes to reft -^ 

that I may give to jxik^ eyelids the 

4 Mfreihments 
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refrefhments of deep* — Return ! 
left I be conveyed to the fepulchre of 
my fathers — the irremeable regions 
of ever-clodded darknefs — where 
iDiought avails to find a returning clue, 
to point a pafTage to this foo-alluring; 
world — yet — fupreihc folation ! -^ 
tvhere my fortdws will fo^e\i^cr find 
their end — forever be ahforbed in 
blifs !-— where undying angels will 
be bat companions in a ceafelefs glo-* 
ry ! — Where the light-robed Holy 
reigns in tindecaying fplendor — 
tvhere — furrounded with the fubli- 
mity of majefty and thercy — his 
pfefeftCe only is a ftream: of pleafure 
— a flow of endlefs blifs \ — Where^ 
clad in robes of immortality and hap- 
pinefs, I fliallleavemy Othniel — to 
ctnjoy my God } The 
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The fun had now nearly gained his 
meridian fervor, when the over- 
whelmed AcHS AH — decayed by for- 
fow — enfeebled by diftrefs — per- 
ceived the impuife of approaching 
fleep. — She fkw, at a fmall diftance, 
a (hade, whofe entwined top feemed 
at once to promife filencc and protec- 
tion. -^ Thrice (he endeavoured to 
rife from off thy bank, o Karban ! 
— to leave the flowery graces of thy 
verdant fide. — Thrice fuccefslefs. — 
Arrefled by the opprefllon of fatigue, 
fhe would have given way to the fug- 
geflions of nature, and ilept on the 
river's moffy bank — but, alas ! no 
/ooner had fhe reclined her lovely 
C head 
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bead — than fhe perceived a torpid 
languor dealing on her foul — . an 
icey moifture trickling down her 
beauteous face. — " Come, welcome 
*^ death (faid fhe) and bear me to 
« the arms of God ! *' — Ah ! then 
fled thy ruddy bloom — thy melting 
eye then quivered on the verge of 
death — thy fijowy arnci$ hpog: loofe 
Ipelide thee — thy^pfjlid che?^ — 
thy panting breaft, fpoke all thy foul 
upon , the wing. ^ 

. Tirtrs lay the virtuous Achsah 
— 'oil 'death*s "dread brink. — The 
pitchy {hades were hoyering round 

her 
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her 0yes -— * and the dark mantle of 
the grave was unfolded to receive 
her. — A dreadful dimnefs fell upon her 
cjreJids. — The ghaftly monarch had 
drawn tight his bow.-— The arrow,, 
laden with deftiudion, trembled oiicr 
her.— -Arrayed in all thy terrors, didft^ 
thou (land, o death {-—to lead her feet 
Kmto the hills of darkneis-— and to bear 
her to the pits of never-ending night. 

Yes! — relentlefs death had borne 
to his drear abode, the foft-complex* 
ioned Achsah — hadftnot thou been 
there, o Gabriel ! — The fhining 
G AB R I E L r— whofe genial prefence can 
difpel the gloom of woe — can ilrike 
the hungry meflenger of death's be- 
hefis^ appalled 1 

C 2 Thy 
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Tbt \odk$ beam Uef&ngs on the 
£>ns of forrow— afflidtton's o^priiig 
welcome thine approach ! -^ The 
Grbati.y-gloriou&^— ^whofepity^ 
iog cyt is ever openi to his creaboes' 
wants — whofe unclofcd hand is emr 
i^ady to beftow a (hosRciy mercy . oa 
fiippjicating wretchedness /^^^ ^^^ 
thee. — For thou doft f weetea ; taifibL 
diftrefsful fcene of human woe — and 
dbft delight to pour a ftreaniy comfort 
down the floods of forrow ! — - Thou 
doft ' difFufe a renovating "^ rapture 
throu^out the holy choir, — Angels 
and Ipirits flirink at thine approach -r*- 

^ Nn^p^"Km Irabha-jakklra]. In Efraiv. lo. 
arc the words Kl^p^l N21> g^^^^ ^^ gbrious. 

« Rabbi SchelomoK Ben*-Jarchi, fays in his^poem 
which he calk, ^^^ ^tg^, ^/ G a b a i £ l's pre^ 
fince^ evirjbarpisjitungmpw^ 

■■■-■ within 
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within their vdls;<ii-ip*But^t^^ goodncfs 
to mankind 19 equal -to thy glory. — 
Welcome unto thee is the me£&ge of 
good— thou doft rgoice to bring com- 
fbn to the miferable--and art firft in 
the dii^^atioM of mercy.-— But^ how 
piercing 'are the rays ^ thy gloi^l^^^ 
Thy gbry, bcmmred from die cirde 
ofihedttMiel ^ 

Ye$^ G45^iel ! — - thy fuftaining 
arm bore up the affliifted innocent — 
thy piteous bailed conduced the re- 
viving fair -r- to 'RAJiZAi's beautqpus 
grove. -— That gf ove which A c h s ah 
had before beheld, when fitting by 
the river's brink. — That grove whofe 
bounteous (hade ihe would have 
fought, when checfct by threatenbgs 
from the realms of death. 

C 3 , FoRJVfJED 
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Formed for meditation, asforfilent 
reft *— therein as Achsah entered^ 
in a divine ecftafy, (he exdaimed:— « 
O gracious GodI -—gracious indeed 
to me!— how pitiable t — how mer- 
ciful ! — - Throughout the day, thou 
pQureft thy mercies upon mankind — > 
.and each night as the drops of the 
dew. — Unwearied by our wicked- 
nefles — thou continueft thy bleffings 
— Aou fhowertft thy goodnefs. — The 
fifing harbinger of day is irradiated 
with thy love — the pldns of ether 
befpangled with thy bounty! — What 
am I, o Source of Bleffing I that thou 
fhouldeft thus flretch out the arm of 
thy mercy — to reftore mtf — Am I 
iiot perifhable duft? — But I am thy 
creature — fo is this fcarce-animated 

worm. 
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worm — I was formed of thy hand — , 
aBd was not the nioft defpifed reptile 
too ? — • Yes, but the delight of tTiy 
godhead centres in it^s image, an3 the 
fa?vorite of thy mercy is^ — — .' ^ 

Here fhe wa3 interrupted by thq 
found x)f footfteps approachiHg to . thq 
grove.. ~- Alarmed ! . — what ijew-af^ 
fliiftion breaks upon my reft ?. — ^yha| 
rude invader . \yould difturb my 
peace ? — ■ fhe, riling, faid — -> but her 
fears were foon difpelied, by difcp- 
vering that the found proceeded only 
from a playful hind, fporting along the 
path, and ruftling among the leaves, 

" ^ [ ] . _._., . \. 

'Again the divine A c h s a h ft pic 
diwn upon her verdant couch"-- and 
clpfe'd her eyesTn fleep* ' . 

C 4 O happy ] 
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O happy OiiPHAMET ! -r- commi£- 
iioncd to protcdt the fair afflifteA's reft 
— to draw thy cohort round her fa- 
cred couch — how piteoufly didft thou 
furvcy the fleeping innocent ! — how 
kindly didft thou ipread protedtion 
on the virtuous fufFerer! — while my- 
riads of fanning cherubim, with flut- 
tering wing, ftobd round, to waft the 
welconie breezes to her calm repofe. 
— - Yes ! delighted cherubs fpbrted 
round thy bed — and fmil*d thee into 

reft! / ' " ; ' ; ' 

The venerable Barzai was now 
I'eturning to his peaceful habitation, 
from a meditative 'jyalk. — ^e apr 
proached the grove — be entered — 

' he 
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he faw the pious virgin — faft lockt 
within the arms of fleqp -r- her grace«^ 
^ul hair beautifully diiheyeled *— her 
cheek bemoiftened with the grateful 
tear which had flowed from her clof- 
ing eye — a lively pidlure pf beaute* 
ous innocence ! v 

Barzai ftpod aftoniflied: — Bar- 
2 A I, the old, the reverend, the ho* 
ly — furprized at the unexpedled vifi- 
tant -i- thrice lifted up his aged eyes 
4to heaven — thrice fmote his wrinkled 
hand upon his labouring bread -— in 
iilent adoration* 

The bearded fage then, in low ac- 
cents, thus began — Hail facred in« 
nocence! — fair defcendant of the 

iky! 
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riiott^ oniceittOttj' delpfid to viflt the 
ttwltxK <^ the idnhiiipy^— iht #oH(i 
btiflcitii tibe ftm!-:- Welcome, dear 
ftfrd^cign oF this bleft abode f — how 
ft!r thine emtrodied form f — Among 
the fons of mifery, who' 'fojourn lie- 
neath a thorny covering, in the rug- 
^d wiWemefs of Woe — ^^ thbugli tney 
iJWell with hunger^ and the mekgre 
fiends of femine hovel* 'fdurid them-^ 
*hcto^h oppreffiofi Aake at' tfitm 
liier irort rbd, arid crawJing flaver^ 
drag- them in her galKhg bonds -^ 
though they bear the ghaftly grin of 
fcorn -— and fee the net of deftrudion 
circumveiit their path — yet — if 
thou but deignft to lead them on their 
heavy way — to enlighten their hor- 
• , ror-ftrewed 
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ror-ftrcwcd path -—to llnile thy com- 
forts on , their furrounded fouls — 
then — the beams of pleafures fparklc 
from their eyes — and fongs of triumph 
ifllie from their lips* — Without thee, 
the offspring of riches — the child 
of pleafure — languifheth in want — 
Even though his daily table were deck- 
ed with the Q)lendor of A r a b i a — 
tbough the fmoky incenfe of Sa- 
B-ffiA afcehded from his attars — 
though his drink flowed to him from 
a golden cup — and the jewels of 
Meramoth encircled his diadem — 
though the odorous gales wafted to 
htm pleafures —^ and every minute bore 
laughter on its wings — yet would peace 
fly far from his dwelling — ' happincfe 

would 
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would not abide him ^ ! — The hea- 
venly habitants enjoy an untcrminat- 
ing happinefe ~ they enjoy thee, thrice 
blefled emanation of the H i g h e s t ! 
— O holy fair ! having honored my 
lonely habitation with thine intelleftual 
prefence, haft thou now corporeally 
defcended to me 1-^ For ever I will 
cherifli thy ^di vine prefence— for ever 
embrace thy facred precepts ! 

But ah! — what means that pear- 
ly drop, upon thy faded cheek ? — 
Thy lovely haif difordered — the print 
of grief upon thy heavy brow, befpeak 
thee daughter of pale afflidtioo ! — 
Yes, tho\i art mortal-— the immor* 

f Literally: Would crj^ There^ there* 

tals 
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tals never tafte of grief. — Sure it is 
no illufion --- no efFed: of "vrz^HMiig 
fancy. — It fhoiild fcem an affilght- 
ed damfel — - bewilderecl throaghi if-i 
flidlive woe — whdfc laft-rcmairiing 
hope hath led her to my protecting 
fhade. — Then, welcome, lovely 
mourner ! to this filent habitation, to 
this repofe from grief I — If Go n can 
ibothe thy pangs — thou mayft. enjoy 
him here — if the Holy can heal thy 
fbrrows — thou canft here, in peace, 
implore him 1 

Bar 2 AT, by thefe reflexions, hav- 
ing calmed the -rifing wonder of his 
breaft, retired without the grove — 
and thus addreffed Sen add Ai : 
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Who, befide thee, can regulate 
the fun— who, befide thee, diftribute 
feafons ? -^ Who ruleth Chezil — 
or who condufteth Mazzaroth ?5 
Thou rulcft, Adonai ! the circles 
of heaven — thou pointeft with thy 
finger the boundaries of their courfe. 
Thou holdcft worlds in thy palm — 
and the reins of eternity are fubjed: to 
thy will ! — Thou fitteft on glory — 
thou art robed in power ! — Holinefs 
is the girdle of thy loins — and mer- 
cy thine ever! ailing diadem. — O how 
fhall fin addrefs thee — or pollution 

« *7^tD [cifezil] was the conftellation now called 
Orion.— r^l^ltO [ffutzxaroth]^ or {^)y^}Q [max* 
scaloth], is ^interpreted by the Chaldee paraphn(ft» and 
other rabbin, the twelve zediaca/ Ji^s^ See job^ 
xxxviii. 3I9 32. 

lifp 
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iiip it's prayer before thee ? — • Yet> 
thou haft heard me^ from thy holy 
dwelling — - thou haft heard me from 
the hills of falvation ! -— The clouds 
have ftreamed with thy mercy —die 
heavens have poured down goodnefsl 
-~ AgaiA then will I hold up mine 
hands towards, thy throne ~« and fup<^ 
plicate the bounty of thy providence! 
— - God I wherefore haft thou fenc- 
ed me rownd with blefiings? -^ Why 
doth thy kindnefs fupport With plentr^ 
^^ thy care. protect me from dan^i^^ 
why haft thou fheltened me from tht 
fcorching beam^ or protend me from 
piercing blafts ? — Am 1 fiiperior to 
the rank of humanity —am I greater 

than the fons of my brethren ?—-Mil^ 

lions of thy creaturigs crouchr beneat& 

2 oppreffing 
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oppreffing want — while I enjoy k 
daily fuftenance ! — i- They Wander af- 
ter reft, through the mazy wilds of 
wretchednefs —without a guide to 
point the path —^ without a ray of 
hope to lead their erring feet — while 
I have found her dwelling -— and en- 
joy her unfullied fweets ! — Behold^ ' 
o Fount of every Good ! — * the fleep- 
ing wanderer -— driven perhaps by 
fad neceflity within my hofpitablt 
limits ! «^ In vain perchance ihe has 
entreated thine adverfe face— -and 
knelt for Aiccour to a veiled God ! — ^ 
relentlefs, thou haft rejeded her peti- 
tion— or fhe has forced to thy fandhi- 
ary unanfwerable prayers. — Yet 
hide not thy piteous countenance from 
her foul — left fhe fink into the gulph 

of 
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of perifhing dcfpaif ! — Reje6l her 
not, o God ! for ever — left the 
weight of oppreffion compel heir to 
diftruft thee ! — But, o thou Sun of 
unconfuming radiance ! — difpcl the 
cloudy grief which hovers round her 
foul — the mifty darknefs of thine 
abfent glory. — • The wretch, unheed- 
ing of thy goodnefs, while gliding 
down the gentle ftream of health — 
wafted on his pafTage by the gale of 
affluence — may deride thy power 
— may mock thy mercy — but his 
awaken'd foul — when ruffling ftorms 
arife — can fee thy frown in every 
foaming wave — and tremble at thy 
wrath beneath the clafhing billow, — 
He implores that Gob, whom he 
once denied — and feeks thiat mercy 
D whick 
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which 3hc wou^d unot ipraife* ^--- Ij^ 
tjus bcm the ijaferi of- my diftreflfed 
gueft ? '.-^ Yet fpeak forgivendS to 
the weeping finner — b breathe a 
pardon on diftfeffed guilt 1 — Has fhe 
been unruly under thy judgments -4* 
unthankful for thy mercies ««* yet 
thefe afflidions may bring her hon^ 
to thee ' — may lead her to thine ajrms, 
thou fhelter fromdiftrefs I ~ ' ^ 

The aged fecr, having thus lihiiBN 
ed his pious orifon, arofe from off 
his nervelefs knees, and itioVed tcr- 
wards the grove ^ which, as he^pw 
proached, he efpied his beauteous 
vifitant walking among the myrtles, 
a§ if furveying the fplendor of her 
new habitation, — She now beheld 

the 
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the good old man, leaning on his 
ifriendly ftafF — the flay of feeble age : 
— his venerable beard fell down 
upon his breaft— 'and reached to his 
girdle, *- his ruddy face proclaimed a 
temperate life — his hoary brow was 
cloathed with wifdom»— lus wrinkled 
front adorned with fapience. -— The 
daughter of Caleb faw him with 
furprize — aftonifhment blufhed. from 
her countenance. — The good Bar- 
zAi relieved her fears by the friendly 
fmile which glowed through every fea- 
ture of his face — the produce of a 
heart at eafe!--And thus addreiied 
her : 

Let not fear invade thee, £ur 

daughter of love ! — nor let trpublous 

D % difmay 
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difinay afflid tfiy foul. — I am not 
ck»*hcd *iii tccror — nor furroundcd 
wkh afTright* — I am Barzai, tlie 
ion of ZsLiM-^-that Zelim, who 
followed Mosxa in captivity — who 
labored with him in ^gypt. — He 
taoght me to relieve the ilranger -*- to 
fuccof the diftrefled. — Come then 
with me to mjr peaceful manfion — 
partake the ple^res of my bled retreat 
•^^Thoi^h no croud of vanquiihed flaves 
await thine enteanoe from mine uftfbld- 
iog portal-*- no gilded ornaments fur- 
round my roof.— ^Though the mines 
of Ophir yield no ftorca for mt;-^ 
nor the herds of Haran bleat upon . 
my plains. — Yet, to me belongs a 
friendly roof — to me, an hofpitable 
fliade!— The fruits of Eden bloom - 

around 
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around iny cot — the grateful eiirth 
lupplies mjr nice repaft/~ W^ 
morning fups gild all thefe hills with 
rays — the woodland warblers wake 
ine to my God — and fwell the chor- 
tus of my humble lay. — When eve- 
ning ftara proclaim the time gf reft -r- 
I bkis that hatnd which pours protec- 
tion on my head — then pray myfelf 
td peace 1— I invoke that God, who 
alone is help — who is my only hope 
*— my only truft^! 

^ Something of this (entiment is frequent in the nh* 
binical writings. R« David Kimchi, in his MichloT^ 
has very nearly the fame cxpreffion with our iUuilriotts 
author here. 

:»n£3nDi n^tir i^h Kin d 

]«wf/i iftvoh the name of Gov, that he nupf be my help % 
for he is my only hofe, and my trufi. 

D 3 After 
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After they had refiefhed themfelves 
with the plenteoufhefs of the fruits be*- 
£ore them, Barzai^ whofe impatience 
to know die mifery of this lovely af- 
Aided woold no longer be confined; in 
the fbft breathings of tendemefs and 
Cotnfottj reqiiefted Achsah to unfold to 
him all her fbrrow — to unbpTom all 
her grief.— Tell me the piercing caufe, 
(aid he, which wounds thy foul -— (hew 
me the arrow which cleaves within thine 
heart! -— Ah ! haft thou loft a tender 
parent — art thou come from the grave 
of a mother? —Does the rememberance 
of her fondnefs furround thy foul — the 
thought of her affedioa embitter thy 
days? — O remember, there is a God, — 
whofe glory is goodnefs •— there is a be- 
ing. 
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ing^ who is the fulneis of mercy ! Thy 
forrow is fruitlefs^ for the dead — thy 
teairs are (hed in vain on duft ! 

Alas ! o venerable friend ! replied 
AcHSAH, I weep not for the dead — nor 
ihed my fruitlefs forrows on the grave. — 
I have loft no tender Parent — whofe 
foftering care might caufe my heart to 
figh — whdfe fad rememberance force 
the tear-fed ftream. Ah! no, — the 
dear poffeflbr of my foul is gone — has 
left his hopelefs Achsah — left her fond 
arms — thefe arms, extended with his 
love — to meet the foes of Joshua ! — 
O! if he fhould be flain in the battle — 
o! if the mighty fhould overcome him. — 
Ah me ! — the fons of Anak have 
efcaped thither — they have armies in 
D 4 Debir! 
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Debir ! — O wipe his fainting brows, 
ye virgins of Gilgal I — O fupport 
him, ye men of Adummim! — Can the 
dove withftand the eagle — the Iamb 
encounter the lion ? — or can my be- 
loved the giants of Debir? — Diftrefs 
is in his path — the fword of Deftruc- 
tion may encompafs his foul ! — Then 
what remains for me ? — Achsah will 
go to the grave of her beloved, and be- 
dew his turf with her tears — the even- 
ing dews fliall there behold her — and 
there the morning dawn. —The fun (hall 
be a witnefs to her griefs — and the 
moon look down upon her forrows -— 
there will (he, inceflant *, moum — 
there wake Aurora with her cries — 



* lAtcMy: InmournwgJhallJ^mourni 

till 
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till welcome death relieve her — and 
mix her duft with his. 

Yes ! my compaffionate friend ! — my 
Othniel is gone to Debir — That 
Othniel, whofe foul is fed by virtue. — 
I, from the moft tender years, was ever 
dear to him 5 he, from infancy, was be^ 
loved of me! — Oft have mine infant 
limbs borne me to Asan — eager to fee 
my love — oft have his weary footfteps 
brpuglit him to Engannim — to vifit 
his litde fpoufe. — Then would he li(p 
his lovely tale -^ then clafp my willing 
hand — and wrap his foul within a 
fmile ! — When he was abfent, and the 
virgins faid : Come, we will away to the 
field — we will run on the plains of En- 
G ANiiiM ! — my heavy heart would an- 

fwcr: 
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fwer : Shall I find my beloved on the 
plains of Engannim — fhall I nieet 
him in the fields of Zanoah? — If we 
run, will he join in the chace — - will he 
join in the fports of the field ? — Ye vir- 
gins of JuDAH ! I have a beloved — 
Othniel is mine — though he is not 
here — the beauty of Asan is mine — I 
figh for the comfort of Kenaz. Alas I 
he knows not that we want him in the 
field — or he would join in the fports of 
Engann im. — But, ah me! —he is not 
here ! 

As the bird which wingeth his pafl!age 
by night — as the lonely inhabitant of the 
fhades — even fo does AcHSAHforfake the 
delights of the maidens — and retire from 
the light of the world — fhe pines out 
her days in grief, and fighs out her nights 
in fadnefs. 

The 
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The love wc cnjoled for each other 
even at that early age, has accompanied 
us through increafing years. Witnefs, 
ye venerable piles ! — ye hallowed domes 
of my father^s palace! '^— Have ye not 
often founded back his name? — havt: 
I not raifed the horrors of youi* vauhed 
caverns by my cries? — Ye gloomy 
groves! — witnefs with what fighs I 
have uttered Othniel — with what 
plaintive anguifli mourned his abfence I — 
And thou, fair queen of night! — whofe 
filvering beam illumed my nodhirnal 
path, baft thou hot beheld the glittering 
tear,juft fwellingin myforrow-moiftened 
eye, then gently trickle down my faded 
cheek ? — Haft thou not even commife- 
rated my difappointed love, fince Oth- 

NIEL 



( 
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KIEL went to Debir — when I have 
nightly wandered in the gardens of Ca^ 
LEB ? — Yes ! Thy beam hath fhed a 
comfort on my cheerlefs foul, — when 
walking penfively folitary, along the un- 
frequented glade — without a friend 
whofe benign bofom might receive the 
mournful tale — whofe eager organs 
might drink in the founds of unfoothed 
woes-— thy ray hath accompanied mine 
unguidcd feet — and fpread a light- 
cloathed carpet on my path. — Witnefs, 
o Azem! theplainingsofmyfoul — and, 
thou, Karban ! the aiHidions of my 
heart ! 

Here Achs ah ended -— and thus be- 
gan the hoary Barzai : The iron hand 
of forrowoft times falls upon the juft— 

and 



1 
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and the arrows of diftrefs will penetrate 
the righteous. — Yet fliall we prefume to 
fay, that juftice reigneth not in heaven — 
or that the decrees of Omnipotence arc 
not founded on mercy ? — that judg- 
ment is fliut out from his throne, and the 
radiature of pity is fnatched from his 
countenance? — Ah! no, my child! — » 
his ways are holy — his defigns replete 
with goodnefs. — He afflideth but to 
Wefs -^ he woundeth but to heaL Pite- 
oufly fevere, he recalls the carelefs eftray 
— andbutfrownstoreduceittothefold! — 
Barzai has experienced the difplca- 
fure of tHe Almighty — he has bent be- 
neath the hand of corre(5tion. — Thought- 
lefs and unconcerned, I had forgotten 
my God — » nor remembered to adore 
liim for the bleffings of his hand. — 

Though 
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Though I kept pure from the deeper 
ftains of guilt — yet the fpots of ingrati- 
tude had defiled my foul — ^for the boun-* 
ties of my Maker were fliowered unac- 
knowledged — and the flream of his 
mercies flowed along unregarded!—^ 
The dew of his kindnefs beipangled my 
path — and the luftre of benignity (hone 
around my feet. — Then faid I —reft 
is my portion — and comfort the com- 
panion of my life. — But — alas! — * 
the rofe that bloometh to-day — to^ 
morrow's wind will blaft ! — Thou 
fceft — forgive the drops which trickle 
from mine eyes— thou feeft, Achsah! 
yonder cluftering palms — that hoary 
pile, beneath their {hade.— There lies 
the faireft of her fex — there lies the 
beauteous and the pious Ejlim ! -— In 

thi 
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the midft of fwelUng pkafures — in the 
height of a giddy purfuit •— the treafure 
I efteemed beyond a mine of onyx, was 
torn from my brcaft, and hurried to the 
grave! -^ Ah Elim! — how dear thou 
wert to Barzai — how delighting to 
his heart -^ — miniftcring angels alone can 
tell. — It is beyond the powers of my 
Ipeech, to defcribe the enlargements of 
my foul ! — But, her rememberance fur* 
rounds mine heart — the fflgrance of her 
memorial is grateful to my thoughts i — 
Afk the poor throughout the tribe of Ju- 
PAH !k-**Do ye rememberELiM ?*' — the 
boiipihg tear will anfwer thy requeft — • 
the heart-heaved figh wiH tell the boun- 
ties of her hand ! — Ah me ! — too good 
fpr earth !-p- that fcpulchre contains her 

beauteous 
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beauteous body — and yonder fky her 
beloved foul ! 

The tender Achsah, at this recital, 
could not reftrain het tears — her fym* 
pathizing heart had long been ibftened 
into pity for diftrefs — and the flreams 
of com{>affion had found a current from 
her eyes. — With humble reverence ihc 
lifted her thoughts to the Dispenser of 
Comfort — and wafted up a prayer for 
the aged fufFerer. — She found that 
the afHidions of mankind were not to be 
thought of as evils — nor the chaftife- 
ments of Mercy as the oppreffions of 
mifery. — She had now feen a frefh 
monument of the goodnefs of the Al- 
mighty — and adored that goodnefs 
for the increafe of her experience! 

Thus 
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Thus did they mingle griefs — ^thus 
piouily hold converfe — till Achsah 
fpied the covering of darknefs approach- 
ing to furround them — - and night, 
cloathed in black terrors, advancing on 
the cottagesof Hanath AIM. — Fraught 
with a pafSon^ which ahforbed her 
reafon, this gloomof nightfurprizedher— 
ihe had no thought of darknefs, — > 
diough the fun, which alone could cheer 
her love-enveloped foul, was fet in 
ZiPH — and fhone in another land. 

The lovely Achsah was now com« 
pelled to think of reft. -— Ah ! where 
could (he hope to repofe her weary head ? 
-r- A cave, in a drear wildernefs, was now 
her only ihelter -— and caverns in the 
E earth. 
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earth, her only chambers for fleep — 
whofe tender limbs t^iip doWnpf IiIb- 
NAH had fupportcd — r which had refted 
on the foftnefeof AsHAN ! — ThiJs then 
the (kughter of Caleb addrefled heir 
ancient hoft : -r Behold ^ o vienerabl? 
Bakzai ! — ^^thee^rth around us is robed 
in'darkncfs — the foUtudc of nighf cq^ 
compafles our dwelling — o cpndijft me 
to fpme fprcading, (belter, whece I n^ay 
repofe in peace — and reft fecijife frojrji 
dftnger. -^ Al^s ! h^e afe hungry and 
ferocious beafts — thf re af§ lions in th? 
wildernefs — there are deftroyers on the 
plains of ZiphI : 

Her apprehenfions were iboa allayed 
by the aged fieer — • he fhewed her the 
chambers of his rctirement-««and;biought 

her 
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her to the grotto of repofe. — In the firft 
apartment which they entered, were all 
the beauties of nature united into perfec- 
tion — the golden columns, fupporting the 
vaulted roof, might vie with the produce of 
Ophir. ~.Inchantment itfelf could not, 
with all it's boafted power, have raifed 
fo fuperb a ilrudture. —The walls were 
^ompofed of chryfolite and emeralds, -« 
which were hung round with innume- 
rable lamps, whofe dazzling luflire was 
agreeably diminifhed by the verdure of 
thetoof.^ which was inlaid with jaf- 
per. -^ The fhiriing pavement was com-* 
pbfed of porphyry. — The ftatcly arches 
formed a kind'of pleafing maze — which 
added majefty and fplendor tothe whole. 
-^ Towards; the eaft was bnilt an altar of 
auradive beauty — around whofe fides 
E 2 hung 
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hungflowery fillets, of an unfading bloom. 
— Near the centre — betweentwo pillars 
of the iineft gold — rofc a table of cedar, 
fupportcd by the wings of two cheru- 
bim, on which lay the facred law of 
God. — For in that flore-houie was all 
the food of Barzai's foul — that was 
the centre of all his delight. — Witli 
uiany a look of rapture and furpriie did 
AcHSAH furvey this fplendid foUtude 1 — 
Admiration, for a moment, airbed all 
her grief. -^ To what fumptuous enter- 
tainments is tbismoftravifhingfplendof 
appropriated ? inquired the amazed fain 
Do the princes of Arabia come here to 
offer up their prayers ? — do the kings of 
Idumea facrifice on this altar ? — fay, o 
iagc inftruftor ! — wherefore is beauty 

thus 
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thus profufcly fpread in fo retired a 
dwelling ? 

Know, o Achsah, replied the holy 
prophet, that rightly to enjoy the blcf- 
fings of this world, is to be thankful for 
them — and, that the delights of prayer 
are equal to the pleafures the grant of 
what we afk brings with it. — It is ia 
this recefs then, that I pour out mine 
humble prayer. — From this fandtuary 
my praifes reach the palaces of heaven, 
and hover round the throne. — Here I 
converfc with the Supreme — and min- 
gle fouls with paradifal fpirits. — It will 
require thee to know fome things ---of 
which the advancing night will not 
now permit me to inform thee — ere 
thou canil umderftand the magnificence 
E3 of 
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of this place. — But, 1 will lead thee 
hence, ijito the chamber deftined for 
thy repofc. 

In a divifibn of the caverii rendered* 
beautiful by nature's bounty only, did 
the lovely Achsah fee a couch compoied 
of rofes, jafmine, and every flower which 
either is lovely in it*s texture, or odorife- 
rous to the fenfc. — ^ Here, faid Bar-. 
zAi — while the gu(hing tear Aood 
trembling in his eye — here thou feeft the 
couch of Elim. — Here (he brought 
forth the lovely image of her beauties — 
(forgive, o God ! the weaknefs of mor- 
tality ! — unable to fupprefs thfe impul* 
fes of nature, an oppreffive grief Cur- 
rounds me) — the fondled pi^ure of her 
fhining virtues ! — Where (ball be fought 
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an equal to thine exalted foul ? — If thou 
wiert dead>-* thjr father ttould be happy 
— yon ptains of ianext»igtji{hed fight 
would glow witfi greater radiance — and 
redoubled joy would echo through the pa- 
laces ofliiavai ■«• if onc^ they farround- 
ed BAizAi's lowly Zeboim ! — Thy 
father — thy diftrcfied — thine aged fa- 
ther—has prayed, aks, for thy td* 
turn — in vain j --- Mayhap thou fiUeA 
up foHie Id^umean triumph -^ of fer veft 
at the table of Arabian pride. — Per- 
haps-— ah! — perhaps the treachery 
of power hath revelled in thine arms-^ 
and wantoned in thy fweets — fullied 
thy bloom, and tainted every charm. — 
Ten thoufarld hells furround his nox- 
iotis foul, whofe ~ ' 

E 4 Barzai*s 
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BarzaVs traniport here carried him 
beyond the flrength of an aged frame* — 
He fank upon the couch. 

What could Acrsah do? — She 
foothcdhis aged brow — fhe heldhis pallid 
hand in her's — and clafped it to her 
beating heart. — She gently raifed him 
by his trembling arm— -and looked 
companion on his wrmkled face. —Hu- 
manity fat fmiling on her countenance 
— but debility checked her enfeebled 
hand. 

At length his fluttering foul reanimat- 
ed the lifelefs body— and gladnefs, for a 
moment, furrounded the heart of the 
daughter of Caleb. — Barzai re- 
tired 
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tired to his little cell — and left Achsah 
to the enjoyment of an uneafy flumber^ 
and an unavailing forrow. 



End of the First Book. 
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PITY d weUeth for ever with thcc,^ 
o God •— everlafting mercies are 
the pillars of thine hoUnef^ and 
of thy glory, — Who fliall anfwer, 
when thou art moved -« who fhall re- 
pine, when thou afHideft ? — Thou art 
merciful, even in thy judgments -^ and 
thy terrors are but beams from thy good-- 
nefs. — But where can the unweeping 
finner hide hunfelf from thine eye -—or 
impenitence wander from thy frown ? 

The 
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The glorjqus fun now rofc upon the 
hill of Retzan, and Iprcad it's beam- 
ing luftre on the earth — Achsah re- 
fleded on the entertainment fhe had met 
with from the aged Barzai. — Sh6 
mufed on the mercies of Providence — 
pondered on the Ioving-kindne£es of 
jBHo«rJiH^»yet^ could not reftrain the 
tear for Othniej:. 

Should unceafing bleiluigs flow along 
ihc currentofmottality-^ though happi- 
ne&. ^uld floarifh under erery footftep 
of mankind <^ yet diftruft of God would 
ipfnare our peace-r-and diffidBitcerankle 
ai our he»t.T-But, ihould thofe blcf- 
fings. once afliime the appearance of 
hardfliips — then that diftruft ftops every 

channel 
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channel of devotion — and fiJJs the foul 
with anguifli and defpair. — Maa alone 
i$ the author of every ill he fuffers — by 
ciiiapplying the bounties of an induU 
gent God »— he loads himfelf with unin^ 
tended evils — and drags along a chain 
of increafing mifery. — Wherefore, o 
fon of ^idionl whoever thou art-— 
guard every avenue of thy foul' againft 
^e invafions of diftruft — fo fhalt thoii 
be fecure Horn the rendings of defpair— ' 
fo fhalt thou be happy on the billows of 
adverfity. — Becaufe tjK>u art wretched 

— wilt thou accufe the Holy of in- 
juftice ? — Fecaufe a worm is oppreffed 

— wilt thou deny him the facrifice of 
praife ? — He gave thee thy teing— will 
hq deny thee his bleffing ? -^ He ftamp- 

. ei 
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cd diee with his image — wilt thou 
morinor at his pieafure ? — « The divine 
AcHSAH had ftored her mind with the 
knowledge of God — though mixed 
with the frailties infeparable from mor- 
tality. 

She fawthegoodoIdBARZ ai approach 
wbere fhe was fitting. — Rouzed from a 
dangerous reflexion by his appearance—^ 
ihefummoned her deviating thoughts,and 
nn to meet him^ with ardor and devotion. 
—See, faidthepiousprophet, the bounties 
of ScHADDAi are begun upon the earth- 
yon ardent fun beams with the gloriea 
of it's author — and leads on the mercies 
of the day !. — Let us hafte towards his 
altar, tod pour out our hearts before 
^ him. — The finalleft offering we can 

make 
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make, is the tribute of humble adora- 
tion. — The obedient heart of Achsah 
bowed flibmtffioh. 



""^kE prajner of the' upright afcendeth 

to the throne — the fupplications of 

Ac juft penetrate the fandluary. — But 

the wicked are not fhut out from his 

love -^-^ nor the guilty abandoned for' 

ever i — for the forrows of repentance 

can melt the Almighty — the hu- 

miliattohs of the finner can incline his 

mercy, -i— The ftreaming grief can call 

down' forgivenefs — and the big tears 

from the eyelids of penitence have been 

dried up with pardon. — O thou, whofe 

back is bowed down with iniquity — 

whofe f(SQl is fore burdened with tranf- 

greffion— -who fayeft in thine heart, 

F Ah 
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Ah me ! — while tbc dc^cy^^t^i* oiifif 
fpair ar^ on the bordcirs of J(hy ftUl ! frr-. 
learn, that with the HPi^^ tt*ff« *? 
plcnteoufnefs of mercy — that compaf- 
^on is rfic hau(J)5iaj4 flf JltliA^AFt'- 
Ii^s love is as utfboi^ckd a^. l^.hej^jijei^ 
-^ and he fhQW?r^j|) his pity 1*<;; ti\^ 
funnmer rain.-^Ps^n thy cfiq^qf f^^e^ 
hjis goo4nefs-^Pf is ^l^ir . nucy^ 
g^reatcr than his lanerpips?' 

TAyicp difl t^e; pal0 |^n|^fl5;l^ «?jf 

night 6^ up \\^^^i^ of bsr^Qwfe 

wUlc ACHSAW dwel^ i^ t^i.4wiRe 
folimck, -r- The hoJy fe^r;, it'i; ?ipi!ef;?«4 

iflh9t>iitant, Afivinu y?itf» (he Xqil ^«l 
of v^mpaiTiQ^^^in^ l^yq, ^9, 1^; ;h« 
li^d fofTQW ]freR?>cr eyej|.TTr»4n vmo. 
-^ XMe abfenq© oif i\f^ j^^e c^itltfF' 

,; cd 



l^^ipflcp of pTifif j^t was wi srrow 

at her foul .— S ay, o B ^ R? A i Ir^iox 
thou canft tell -T- how long {hall I thus 
be, l^fp vj^>4 tfes. pffiiTwre^ of ^t^r- 
JpiJy.^apcJ fliiiqiber ',9H? far forfow the 
#yf:^ n|y yoqtb?.^\ybea ^will the 
Jg-^EiiNAX binjd up,^iy brokea hwft 
•^i«f vpotfr oil into it's \ypiandsi'— SbgU 
I \^ ^(;cQmp%mi to the grive wjfl^ gri?f 
wirTOi^ft I 4well with lament^tipft 
tl)f©»g|i the ymr% c«f my life?T^Ala«| 
llwi^ dranfc 4e(ip^ of Jbhe embittered 
qjypfr^jthf^ dreg$ of forrow have beeft 
p®Wf4Qttt to,mf.--Thirs di4 Aqhs ah 
intr»t the fage-r-£bi]| did £1^ oit 

^ Literally, / am drunken w^y &c. Captip . v. , 

hehved! . 

F 2 - implore 
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implore him to unfold to her the book 
of futurky-^to brciarfc the feal of -Abo- 
N A i^s decrees; ^^ : :y 

AensAH, vnc qiorningi aft^ t^ 
ilutks of ckvQtkWi, watered wHhf^ 
the gfove-^ho^ heart and thou^lii 
were^ fixed on Ot^niei.— -her inj^ 
guided feet bore her to the thick fo^eftt 
of A 2 A R -f* — whofe? extremity on lOi^e 
iide is within fight of the fertile Vfl^^ 
of K E N oN~-of the ttrttages of-Hil^ 
N ATHAiM on aoother-^of the grofine 
on the third —and the fourth is l^atcrl- 
ed by the river K A R 5 an, ^ofe lucid 
ilream alfo runneth among the trees*.^ 

* Here IS ^yi [jangnary a fore/iy jointd with 
die Syriac word t3l3y> thicks wooiy^ epaie^ &c. 
f^^yy [gnazarl he htlpcd. ^^^ 

How 



HoAfrplecd&iitisthyforeft, Azar!^ 
The arching branches of thy lofty ce- 
dars! — Between their ftately trunks the 
gfitteritvg bofom <^ the winding ftream 
appears -i- to mingle grace and awe. --^ 
Tfeerei tofes, and all the fplettdid bril- 
liance of the eardi fweli into banks of 
frs^ance* -i^ Here is fpread with an ua- 
fparitlg hand, cinnamon and caflia, to- 
gether with calamus and camphire — 
thi l^iUs of :fpi€es. -^ Aloes and fpike^ 
'narcj,-— There thepkafing variation of 
hamible verdure fahities the wearied eye. 
w-Herea lofty- fummirj whofe top once 
gained— ^betW^ilft tfre Iprcading myr- 
tles — • wafts the keen fight beyond the 
boundaries of Z i i» H. — There thou art 
led through many .^ wiriding path unto 
> ;-:. - F 3 the 
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the entrance of ^ grotto* — whofe re- 
frefhing (hade forms a pleafihg firtfeat 
from the fierce inflaeVices of fhd filrt— 
from the fcorching beam of fbmmer*^ 
noon.— How pleiafilnt is thy fofeftj 
A z A R ! — how all- delightfuFl — iioW 
enrapturing! — Here done thef Al- 
mighty feems to have left a ta/te ot 
Eden — in that ftate, before tKy' Ve- 
nerable brow, o A D A M ! was ftrrroW- 
ed deep with guilt — before tTie horrort 
of remorfe were expanded on thycfxeek. 
— Before the mifefabfe partner pf^tfiy 
woe had moiftened the accurfed eartb 
with tears — or ever {hame had bliittied 
beneath the vermeil of her jTace. 

* p'^p^ [niki^] a cavern^ grottfi^ &c. Ifaiah vii. 
Ci*y /DJ1"^P^piil \juti^^^^^^ hajjlangnini\ and in 
hoks of the njch: Tki^rti^'li cMfet'fir. Jer^; 
xvi. 1 6, Holes of tbt ticks. Targ. ^S^pE^OT 
\umifMephei] In caverns, 

ACHSAH 



ACHSAH had not wandered long 
about this defiraSle rpot-^ ere her ears 
were ialuted with the wild melody of* it's 
warhling^ inKaoitants. — Smitten with 
rapturCr .at their fongs — ihH reclined 
upon the trunk of an aged palm,— • 
When, jfiiddeply, fhe was amazecf at the 
founcl of foft notes — vt^liich ftruclc upon 
her e^s with more than ufual tendernefs 
— accompanied by a human voice the 
moft mcltingly harmonious. — A c h- 
SAH Femained ulent in her feat, fliaded 
around by the woven bralnches of a 
^yrtld 1>6vifef— tS light impfertdti^able 
r^ that .ihe migpt t]ie eafier catch the 
plaintive found. -^ This was the lan- 
guag<i5f tfte fong ; ; ' 

r.r J^''' "" '' • E^V, ^"^'^ The 



*^ The beauty of Attar i$ aS the 
'' fplftrtdor of the mornrng'*^--1^/^^ 
** ftrength df thc'fun iri his noon — as 
*' the garden of GO0 it Is fillffed Witli 
<^ every good — ahcf, Tike the ftream of 
<* ef etn ity, al ways rertcwed.--The^HVer 
«* Karban is a gentle ftream — it 
" runneth along the Valires— it mor- 
^^ mu'reth among the falls.— The pome- 
" gran ate trees of A 2 ar are jp\ea;fant 
« to behold-^ and the friiit of them 
** honey and milk. — ^ The iffo wers that 
** fprin^ upon the earth -^ how beaiiti- 

* This fong in theoriguial is a fine piece df 
Hebrew poetry, and, tecaufc it difFers in ttyle 
from the reft of fhe^cfii^- as a fpedn^en of It, Wc 

fubjoln the tbfeefirft lilies: •• ^ /;;.;;;>• 



oT^rtiiiEii And keW^AH. ^i 

5V%oys , af .t^e|r^fw^?tt ! r^ yet cait 

J^^^^^pr wipe off |iprraw from the Jhiparti 

<^^ 4f y,^ tj^€^ vi^eping,^9?^fis.-tr tbft ^ loveli- 
'5 nef?^^^-|-,^ it's g^ovps (panup^ IWfi^^ 
'• bitternefs, — Bm^ , wjiy ihcmld, .gcief 
*r ppflcfs mine heart ?-r. or why fl\oyld 
•* aJQliaion bc^ (he troi^bler of my bread ? 
^^ , -r I liev;^r experienced the happincft 
*f of the world^I.Jk;nbw not the er>joy-» 
"^^qiit ,of^ j'ji's.vwjpttl^. ~ Ii's flings 
" fliould come unarmed to me — it's 
*V /rowns be retui;ned but by fmiles.— r 
*iFpr. S.9H APDAr hath kept me 
" from the paths of deftrudibn— he 

* Literally, hi their raifnent. 

f ^ ' '' hath 



** hath Withheld tnt ^ottt ^e tti^S ol 
«• the mighty .-«i.if^ I dm yet -bciSeirtfa his 
••'eye-^why am FthtiS'f6i-^(jwfal?-T- 
'• His goodoefs hath ftippbrtcd 'tod from 
*• the womb-^though I ttfcy6i"fucfe^ 
*' at the breaft of a motheJf-«ye£ hiive 
•' 1 been fed wfith tfce Cofltpiffions dT 
*• my God'** 

Here the Icvety ttidUi'flft' tdafed 
her fong.— AcftsAtt irdfe frdiH o$. 
her ftat.— Hatre I thfen fOtitid, fhe f^d, 
an equil iiT diftrefs?— ^1* thire a grief 
which can be bortie like tMnt*?«^ItTs 
the voice of a femalfe-^ii rtmy be that 
we may adrfiinifter tJortifoi't to eicH 
other— and kffen but" p\kfs ^ ffivflJon. 
— The daughter of CalEvB moved not 
far, ere fhe faw the. pyndytf <«A*ai r- 
■ ■'■■- * Sitting 
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Slttinjl Ihiong rtifes^^^her • blootrf bfe-\ 
5^drtii thdr ehief*-*-^ tier iarms enfolded ort 
Ittr 5e*tthg b6fom ^H«r eycs^-^more 
fjiercin^ thatt the diamond -^fixeci to- 
wafdfe tht heavfeil§.— A {Roufahd btau^ 
tics bhifhed npdit her chcdk, - ahd glot^- 
ed taiYOOgh j^l lifeV fkct.^^oi lotig hilt 
fpread itfelf in artlcfsf if fillets bil hfcf 
white fhoulders — and parted on her 
heaving breaft. — She fat unrooved.— 
One tear flowed foftly from her eye—* 
ahdftole gently down her uncovered 
bofom— her tJofoni — fairer than the 
Illy in' iPs gayefl bloom f — Beneath the 
flowery bank, whereon {he fat -^ a lucid 
ffream iflowedgently on— whofe clear 
water difcovet-ed the cryftal hottom— 
dazzling to'tfie fight-^a!ong it's fides 
grew the green fcdgc — intermixed with 

(hells 



H^ 
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fliclls of viricgated hue.— Within: tlJi 
flreatn hung the beauteous ftraftger^ 
flender limbs like two fdiaU cokuhhs o^ 
the fineft marble. — Befide her lay « 
golden harp — and on the boogh^4 
neighboring pomegranate tree hung a 
blue robe — enriched with geld and pre- 
cious ornaments. 

With flovr ftep Ach^ah itj{^ 
proached- — A tender finile , was fpre^ 
upon her countenance --a fmile.of pi^« 
ipg lovq. — The fair ftraoger turned to- 
wards her— with cv»ry melting pa0iaa 
in her eye. —Her tumid checks-— iuffufe 
cd with an uncoounon glow— -fpdc^ 
her furprizc .at the unexpeftcdvifitant* 
—But (hefoon arofcand ran to meet 

her 
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her; — ^Whch^ incited fey ? fympathy of 
viitue arid diftrefs^p-^eaqh held the oth^r 
iu her ftir arms— ^ and pijefled the ten^ 
der |u(s— mingKng their hearts -~aqd 
mingling ftreaming te^s. ^ ^^ 

^ After this (alutatlop-^the ]bwO+ 
tiful unknown intreated Achsah to 
accoriipany her to a little neighhouririg 
gtdttcr^-i-Actt^AH haviftg conftntcd — 
die fair fttangir— patting on htr rai*^ 
mtiA, with Ac rt)bc which hung on 
tht^megranat^ bough —::^cbndu(aed he* 
iw-'ihfoijgh a walk' of imnioktal am** 
rtifth — watered by a little ftrcam -^ 
ifvhofe foft mutraurs pfoyed upon the 
tfnraptured' car in tendtr tndody. — 
SArlong it's verdant banks fported the 

fleecy 



i 



7« ff n r5>- i. i<? ^ ^; S I ^<f - 

which was fqcmc4 by . a .^fcjp Af*v»|^ 
in a rock — it's entrance- was guai:dcci 
round with j^ thicfc n>ixturp Qfof^igcs^ 
myrtles^ ?iad the fwi^etj^ftfllp^^— r|^-^ 
fides refplpndent yiritl^ (hells, ]fiQ;>ff-| 
onyj?, corI 3g^t€;:^p^^ tjf^Qi^M^ 
prodiiipc of the einhDW^Ue4..eft|^-TTTT 
The axarhje pf vengien): (^9fie w^h 4^i^ 
}ing luftr?. -^ The rppf iff^ jfwp^4 
by ftately ar<?hps, jn cp)^r iilfj5 1^^ far* 
dine flon?. 

As foon ag ihey w^pa f^?^r-r^ 
feir iqhabitapt fprc^ ^pen the b5pk-rth« 
ne^rine — beauteous in it's color — ap- 
ples, 



•^the gr^p?— .of lyfcioys jiiices-T|^c 

tfee dPWflJf peach -r-. ti^e* fragr^t pi^e -fr. 
aQdwfjfy fruit which f*ri§fjripg pj^tjr 

The faireft of the virgins of He- 
n^QVt thiij3 .addc^fled^tKe Jlpvjcjly ft^apg- 
^:— rTeHmii, o thoMi feipd flpkj»9^ijl 
-^wher^sfgs'fi 4o I fee thee m this diw 
vyiie fi3li)Cucle?-^Why ^t th9u f^qu^f- 
t^rt^ (rgp\ tlje focijety of the world ^ 
^iid 0ittt put fropa ^he friendOvp pf 
mankind? 

T9 h?? th^ i^i^angcf, wi;h fere- 
flfey fixe-f^ V»pojj her cpii|iten«nce,~j:e- 

• KIekcn, perhaps iFrom the Syriac wordpi^p, 
[kinigan] poJeffioHy riche;, ^c. 

plied 
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plied — If my foul prcfage aright, T 
(hall experience in thee, o faireft ! the 
fricndfliip I defire — the participation^ 
of my griefs.— If thy bofom is prepared 
for their reception — the deep impref- 
fion of my lading woe — lend me thine 
attention*. 

The divine Achsah having aflur- 
ed her, that her heart was fo foftcned 
by the ftrong pungency of her own af- 
fliftions.^that it was incapable of re- 
fiftance to the impreflions of another's 
forrows — the inhabitant of AzARthus 
began: 

' ;In this country (then called Arb a) 
—there dwelt a happy pair — their 
age — their loves — were one.— United 

• Literally, Lend m thine heart. 

by 
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by the eternal bands of virtuous aiFec-* 
tion-^ united by the mixture of their 
fouls.— ^ Ten circling funs had twice 
rolled round their courfe, and bleft their 
undiminiflied loves •^- ere (he who bore 
me had the name of mother. — 

O THAT the black night in which 
1 btirft the bilrriers of the yielding 
ivromb, had borne me to the fliades of 
death ! — - Then had I not tafted forrovT 
«^ nor felt the anguifli of diftrefs I — 
then h^d the cold grave been flayed 
from gaping on the ahxious parent -— 
and left my father the pofleflion of his 
love. — But ah ! — far otherwife 1 — the 
night which ufliered me into a world 
of mifery -m. hurried her into the lonely 
fepulchre* 

G The 
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The furviving parent having banifli- 
cd comfort from his breaft, and receiv- 
ing no folation from fociety — took up 
his entire abode at one of the palaces of 
the kings of Hebron — which came 
to him by defcent — about the time 
of his taking a wife* — Here — having 
abandoned the world — he gave himfelf 
wholly to God. — This he thought a 
proper retirement during the oppreffions 
of A N A K — and, when I — the mifera- 
ble offspring of a departed mother — 
had attained a proper age, I alfo was 
brought unto him — and dwelt with 
him in his folitude. 

I N this retreat, die bounties of good- 
nefs were poured out unto us — the 

beneficence 
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beneficence ofS9HADDAi was fhcw- 
ered from heaven ; — there peace and 
happinefs had united their flowry bands 
— and fported round our dwelling.— 

But thecounfels of the Exalted 
are infcrutable — and who ftiall fay 
unto him, What doft thou ? — He grant- 
cth happinefs — and the angels of peace 
are commiffioned with his bchefts. -— 
He infli(fteth mifery — and anguiflh and 
calamity are the minifters of his wrath. 
. — He faith unto- the fun. Come thou 
forth ! — and light is expanded on the 
earth, — He commandeth the ftars — * 
and their injRuences are bound up ♦, -^ 

* For the fame figure, of binding up t^ hflu" 
finas of the Jlars^ fee Job xxxviii, 3I» Cmft thou 
kind up thefweet injluences o^PUiada-'^or loofc the 

G a OGoo 



\ 



»4 THE LOVES 03^ 

O God! thou walkeft in undefcribed 
jiaths! — O Eternal! thine a<ftioi» 
arc un weighed ! — 

Few years had paffed — ere our 
comforts were deftroyed — and all our 
pleafures blafted, -— For, as my father 
was one evening explaining to me the 
motions of the heavenly orbs — and dif-- 
playing the wonders of the expanfe — ^ 
as we walked flowly along the citron 
Wilk which led to the fepulchre of my 
fiicJther — he took occafion from the 
difcourfe, to fortify my tender mind 

hands of Orion ? -— On which place Junius 
and Tremell iu^ — ConJiringes.'\ id eft, Co- 
hibebis Pleiadas, ne vernent, & fuas delicias profe- 
rint. — Lor a Ononis. ^ id eft, quafi du6larias funes- 
illius adime^, quibus imhres, tcmpcftatei ac frigora> 
folet fecum advehere?* 

againft: 
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againft the prevailing opinion — that the 
incidents of the world are directed by thcr 
ftars *. — How vain — • faid he — how 
derogatory to the n^ajefty of him whofe 
finger direds their every motion — -and 
whofe prefe^ce is throughout the am- 
plitude of fpace ! — On the contrwy — > 
how comfortable are the reflexions of 
that man — who, confcious of no evil, 
is fecure of the guidance of his God! 
— confider, o my child ! — how happy 
muff he be in his life ! — how placid in 
his death ! — unruffled at the furprifals 
of the wicked — he bears their oppref- 
fions with ferenity — for he knoweth 

* The Chaldaeans, who corrupted the fcience of 
aftronomy in it's infancy, foon fpread the notions 
of a divine agency in the ftars through -ffigypt, 
and of courfe the Jews may mott naturally be fup* 
pofed to have tailed their infe£ted dodlrine. 

G 3 that 
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that A DO N A I govcrncth the earth ! -^ 
His breaft is as the calm of fummer 
— • and the repofe of his paflions undif- 
turbed by the world. 

He had fcarce fini(hed his divine 
difcourfe —and juft going to reft againft 
the mofs-grown tomb — when a ruffian 
ftarted from among the trees which fur- 
round it — and ftruck him fpeechlefs to 
the ground — while others feized me in 
their noxious arms — and wou'd have 
borne me from the fpot — but — ren- 
dered rcfolute by furprize — at one fud- 
den effort I fpruiig from their accurfed 
embrace — and fell upon the extended 
corps. — Three times — as I lay — I kiff- 
ed his pale cheek — while my tears 
Were trickling down the wrinkles of his 

brow* 
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brow. -—Thrice I lifted up his clay-cold 
arm — and preft it to my beating bofom* 
— Still calling on him by the tender 
name of parent — not to relinquifli his 

diftrefled child Haft thou left me — 

o my father ! — I faid — without thy 
blefling? — haft thou left mc to the 
dangers of a fnare — ^unguarded from 
fear and defolation ? — Then — turning 
'to the band of hell*^ — who had re- 
mained all this time transfixed with 
aftonifliment — pity, alas ! they could 
not feel ! — with fupplicating hands — 
clafped round their leader's knee, — I 
implored them — if mercy was not quite 
an alien to their breafts — if but aXpark 

* The word here is hvh^^\bel!jangnal'] Belial, 
See Pfalm xviiij 4. The cords of death encompaffid 
mey and tk^ torrents of Belial terrified me* 

G4 of 
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of companion yet glowed within their 
cankered fouls.— at once to ftrike me 
into duft. — Why do ye hefitate — but 
to inhance my woes ? -—or am I referv^ 
cd for a fevcrer fate ?— 

After I had thus faid — I funk 
upon the earth. -^ — The men lifted me . 
from the ground and boUnd me on a 
mule. -m My afflidions were now in-^ 
creaied by a prolpedt of future miferiest 
•— Think, my lovely friend ! *— how 
deplorable my fituation ! — travelling 
through the blackeft fhadcs of night's 
dark iioon* — over dreary and uncom-r 
fortable wilds •'— on citherfide of me the 
feet of fuUen wickednefs ftalking filently 
fllong — reflexion always holding to my 

f A h^br^ifm, to expreft mdw^u 

view 
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view the bleeding body of my mudij 
loved fire — accompanied by the intend<- 
cd anguifli I was deftined to endure.— 
And yet this fcene of horror was now 
beginning to increafe — for the black 
clouds feemed gathering in the Iky — 
threatening to ftream their dreadful ftores 
upon the affrighted earth.— Already the 
hideous thunder rolls along the concavb 
r— and the flreamy lightening b\irfts the 
bofom of it's dark prifon. — This way 
and that— ^in fucceflive flaflies — till the 
vaft aether feemed one continued blaze 
I — while the elemental tumuh increafed 
in dreadful peals — as it would unfiirniib 
the repofitories of wratht — 

A M o M EN TAR Y hufli cnfued,— ^ 
J heard a voice. —^^ Daughter of for- 

V row I 
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•* row ! — be not difmaycd ! — I am 
•* H A M I E L — who rule over the pr in- 
^ cipalkies of heaven — I have put the 
" fhield upon mine arm — and the 
** powers of deftrudion muft (hake bc- 
** neath my frown/' — 

Qjj I c K as the trembling gleam 
which marked his path — I ftruck mine 
eye upon the minifter of heaven. — As 
inftantly he was diminiflied from my 
fight. — I beheld only the fkirts of his 
cloatbing — the flowing fkirts of his 
wlute raiment; 

The noily elements had now ccafed 
Aeir roar — and we foon reached the 
palace of A n a k. — I was received into 
^c gate by twenty virgins — who were 

dad 
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clad — as I could difcover by the torches 
which were borne by the flaves who ac- 
companied them- — in needle- work of 
filver and gold. — Thefe led me, with 
tendernefs and afFcdlion, through rooms, 
which dazzled the fight with magnifi- 
cence — into a chamber fupremely beau* 
tif lil — the walls whereof were cedar — 
in the fimilitude of palm trees — ■ and 
the roof thereof was overlaid with gold 
— -and the floor was gold.— In the midfl: 

of it under a canopy of velvet from 

the looms of jSIg y p t — was a couch 
of inchanting fplendor. — Here — while 
fome of the virgins were ofiicioufly pre- 
paring me for fleep — the refl: were cm- 
ployed with inftruments of the moft 
affeding mufic — accompanied with the 
harmony of their melting voices. 

Heri 
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Hbrb Achsah fbpped the loveljr 
ftranger in h« hiftory— and — after 
having promifed to attend at her grotta 
th^ next morning — obtained permit 
fion ta depart from the delightful grove 
of AzA&. 

The beautiful reclufe * accompa- 
nied her to the verge of the foreft— 
where — having fervently commended 

*- It may be obje^ted^ that the word reclufe (be- 
ing chiefly s^idl i|ow to monaftical orders) is 
impFoper here. The origmal is n»n* [jachid] 
tdme^folitary^ feparated^ deferted\ and fo exaSly is 
tlie fenfe coRne<9ed with the fignification of the 
word Ttdii{4^ that the Arabians, at this day, \jS% 
^T\\X\ [vacbid] for a monk or bermiti which figni- 
fication is ftrongly corroborated by the Chaldeq 
♦Tn» Ijicbidat] and the Syriac '^^^^Z^D [nkf" 
dkavdfod}. See profeifor Schindler^ under the word, 

each 
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each odicr to the carfe of hezvea^^ 
A CHS AH purfued her way back to tlie 
grove of Bar z A i. 

High are thine heavens, o G o d I 
— high is the habitation of thy dwelU 
ing!— *yet the breathings of . hun^ility 
beat upon thine car, — Thou loveft tfac 
downcaft eyes. — Shall the weaknefs of 
duft be proud ? — fhall the fon of pollu* 
tion be lifted up ? — fhall he (ay in his 
heart, I am he — while the fnares q£ 
deftruftion he openeth wide. — He dig^ 
geth a falling for the righteous — he re- 
fnoveth the covering from hell *. -^He 

* SlN^ [fihaul]. Job xxvi, 6. iyi//[Sli<B^] iV 
naked before him -^perdition hath no covering. J V- 
Nius and Tremellius tranflate it the 
grave. And our verfion in many places, as Job xiv, 
13. that thou would/} hide me [7TKt^2] '» 'A? 

fpreadeth 
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ipreadeth bitter herbs in the path of the 
jaft — for his ways are anger and wrath. 
— He openeth his hand to deftroy — 
and the gathering of curfes is under his 
tongue. — He faith, Who is the A l- 
MIGHTY? — and what the power of 
his hand ? — wherefore fhould I bow to 
him for pardon — or wherefore (hould 
I kneel before him ? — But G o d (hall 
find him out — and the E v e r l a st- 
ing (hall deal out his judgments.-—^ 
The clouds of indignation ihall bend 
upon his head — the teeth of defpair 
ihall prey upon his foul. — Anguifh and 
forrow fhall be the portion of his cup 
-—and pity (hall forfake the bofom of 
his friend. — The torrent of mifery (hall 

grave f-r^S^e alfo Gen. x!ii, 38. i Kings ii, 6» 
Pfalm XXX, 3. Ifa'u xxxviii, 1 8. Hofv-a xiii, 14. &c, 

(well 
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Iwell unto him — the overflowings of 
deftruftion fhall caufe him to weep* — 
His hands (hall not ceafe their wring- 
ing — nor his eyes the (hedding of for* 
row. — : But the upright (hall dwell in 
peace — and the humble heart fliall be 
fatisfied with repofe. — Misfortune pafl^ 
eth by his door — defolation fliall keep 
from his walls. — Health fl>all fmile 
upon his countenance — and complacency 
fix upon his brow. — His offspring fliall 
be blefled — his fons fliall be cloathed 
in fcarlet. -^ For he faith unto the poor. 
Behold, here is bread. — From him the 
needy hath fupport — The law of the 
Most high is the candle of his path 
— his commandment the ftafF of his 
age. — When he fittejh in the gate, 
compaflion is with him — and the doors 
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of his heart arc open. —When the fouf 
of the hungry hath feen him — it is 
fatisfied — he fhuttcth the mouth that 
hath eaten bread. — Lo, the fathcrlefs 
and the widow— they dance before him 
-*-they blefs the impreffions of his 
feet. . — He holdeth them to his bofom — 
tJicy embrace a comfortable defence. 
•—He is a wall on their right hand. — i 
He faveth them from the fear of the 
Oppreflbr. — They fit under his fliadow, 
and hearken to his words— for he talk- 
eth of peace and love. — He unfoldeth 
the law that is written on bis heart — 
the tablets of mercy and truth. — ' The 
young men are obedient to his voice—* 
and give reverence to the words of his 
mouth, — For the fpcech of his tongue 
is as the dropping honey — the opening 

of 
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of his lips is wifdom. -^ Afk of him ut^^ 
ftradion^-^atnd he will direft thy way. 
*»Open wide thine ears— and his words 
will be fwcet.-rThe blcfling of Jeho- 
vah remaineth with the humble — and 
he fheweth him the way of his good- 
}iefs*<^»H6 aiketh for riches— -and be^ 
xhold they are at hand : -— for wealth — • 
and it is even at his door. 

As fooft as the holy Barzai faw 
the virgin approach— ^ his bowels were 
moved within him. — For he had faid. 
They have fcized upon the beauty of 
H £ B & o N — they have forced the 
ftrangcr from my fhelter.-^Faft as his 
aged knees would fufier-— he ran to 
meet her.— Tell me-— thou who bear- 
eft mine heart with thee — thou for 
H whom 
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whom I feel the yearnings of a parent 
— whither haft thou wandered from my 
fight — o whither haft thou hid thyfelf 
from the fearch of mine eyes ? — He 
had no fooner afked, but the blooming 
A c H s A H recounted to him every event 
in the foreft of A z a R — (he forgat not 
the hiftory of the unknown. — And 
when they had feated themfelves within 
the dedication * — ihe related the ftory 
of the inhabitant of A z a r, — 

* n3in [chanutcah]. The place dcfcribcd, 
p. 51. Solebant eo tempore reges extruere domum 
infylva, ut ibi refrigerarentur in aeftate ; unde ut 
Salo MoN extruxit earn jn fylva nota, in terra 
Ifrael, cui nomen Libanon. Seiden, p. 782. i Kings 
vii, 2. He built mIJo the houfe of the foreft of Leba- 
non. — Thus, we fee the aftonifliing grandeur of 
this place fufficiently accounted for j efpecially as 
we are told, in Z e b o i m's narration, p. 82, that 
it had belonged to fonae of the former kings of 
Hebron. 

Atten- 
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Attention fat fixed upon the 
ear of B a r z a i — and — as the virgin 
proceeded in her talc — the heavinefs of 
words was upon him. — But — " the 
*^ citron walk'* -^ " the fcpulchre of 
^^ my mother*'—- increafed the throb- 
bings of his aged heart — and dole the 
mark of health from off his reverend 
brow. 

Why does pallid horror feize upon 
mine aged friend? — interrogated Agh- 
$AH-— or why cioes difquietude invade 
thine heart? — 

The leer ' — with enfolded arftis* 
— nodded his impatience— and, with 

* Enfolded arms is to exprefs a clofe attention. 
•^ Literally ; The enfolded nodded his impatience. 

H a faltering 
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faltermg accents^ urged her to pro- 
ceed. 

The hope of Caleb obeyed Ae 
wifhes of her venerable hoft. —By each 
fuccefEvc period (he increafeth his con- 
fiifion.— At length — with every labor 
of his foul — he throwedi out the ex- 
panfion of his nervelefr arms — and 
holdeth the fair one to his trembling 
lips. — The rapturous accents quivered 
on his tongue. — His tongue — alas !— 
had loft the power to force them into air, 

"O GoDl — doth fliethen 

<< again clafp in mine enfeebled 

Which) perhaps^ may not only mean, the external 
pofition of his body, but, that his mind was alto- 
gether wrapfid up^ m ahfirM in tbg SniUnQ te» 

lation. 

" arms 
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** arms — but — o Eternal! — . . 

** I may embrace pollution ! — 

*' o comfort ...... the balm of thy 

;^ mercy ! . . . • *.'* 

« 

♦ There are blank fpaccs in the MS. where we 
have placed the dotted lines. —There are a few, 
though not of the fame kind widi thefe, in the bi- 
ble ; fuch as that. Gen. iv, 8. And Cain /aid unt9 
JbeU bis brother — The Targum J«ruialcm addf, 
ten ♦DnS pSJI ^?^KJ Comey and let us go into 
the fields And then iubjoina a long difcourfe be- 
tween tbeDD» of the laft jiul^ent and a fiiture 
ftatei of providence; that the world was created, 
and is preferved by God; of the rewards of the 
juft, and the punifliment of the wicked; all which 
Cain denied, becaufe his ikcrifice was not ac- 
cepted: Abel affirmed, that, by a view of na- 
ture, thefe things muft be fo. Thus difputiog, on$ 
of them confirmed bis .prmciplei by kil]ui|; ^he 

H3 As 
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A s the fand of Ke d Ak * is agitatecl 
by every wind — and the duft of the 
defart driven with the whirlwind— even 
fo thy brcaft, o BarzaiI 

The vales of Ken on were now 
covered over by increafing darknefs — 
the beafts -j- began to roam beneath the 
fheltering night.r— Anxiety poffefled the 
prophet's couch -t- though moiftened 
with the drops of joy. — For his heart, 
with redopbled motion, proclaimed it- 
fclf the feat of fear, -r-? 

* K £ D A R mp, Arabia deferta. A barren 
and fandy dcfcrt, called K £ p a r after the name 
of the fecond fon of I s H m a e l. Gen. xxv, 13. 
— See alfo Pfalm cxx, 5. Ezekiel xxvii. Cantic/i, 
5. — Pliny lib. v. cap. 11. Cednei^ Arabia populi. 
t Literally, the howlers. 

Wheu 
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When the vfoul is troubled with a 
painful tumult — and doubtful folicitudcs 
prey upon the laboring bofom — the 
cxtenfion of the couch increafeth woe 

— the languiftiings of the bed are for- 
row» — The horrors of the night fuper- 
add their gloom to diftrefs — and urge 
afflidtion to the bitternefs of complaint. 
—Silence is the fpfterer of thought — 
and ftill darknefs employeth the mind. 

— Reflexion holdcth up her mirror in 
the fhade — fhe worfceth in the lonely 
night. — They have woe who are haunt- 
ed by her terrors — and are rich in 
abundance of anguifh. — Whither muft 
afflidlion turn to difpel the gloom — or 
who will be the fuftainer of his head f ? 

* In a poem (which now lays before the 
tranflator, in the fam^ coUeflion from whence the 

n 4 —He 
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— fHc knowcth not Go d-^ nor defiretb 
to trace out bis ways.^^He is a ftrangeir 
to his promifes— and hath not felt the 
comfortable hope.--*^But the calm breail 
of piety will fnatch the moments for dei<^ 
votion— and blefs the foljtude whidi fa* 
vors him in prayer.-*^ In the deepnef^ 
of the night, his foul will extend herfelf 
to Go p.-— Meditations on the couch are 
pleailng to the H o l y .-rThe fulneis of 
expanfion * is but ^ path for the mind 

prcfent is taken) ca\\cdhtiVJ2^^ [jtfchmangnael] 
or JJbmaily the wanie»r i$ in\jdAuced in tbp dept^ 
of diftrcfsj SIS having thrown himfelf pn -the 
gronnd, near the paflage to his tent^ and thus ex- 
claiming : ff^hitber muft mine affli/Sfkdfeul iur»y to 
£fptl ifs gloom ? — or vjiho will he the /trainer of 
my head? 

♦ The fame word with that in Gen. i. tranf- 
Jated firmamenU which bemg utterly without any 
meanings cannot * pofEbly convey any idea.. Vp*1 
[rakang\ fignifies^ he expanded^ extended^ or dift^d- 

— the 



OTHNIEL AND ACH5AH. ipj 

•^the boundaries of heaven are the cir- 
cuits of it's flight. •— It floats among the 
ftars — and revels in the paradife of fpi- 
rits. — Angels purfuc it on exulting 
wings — and join it through aethereal 

fdy and thi? operation i^ explained by lexicogra- 
phers, by drawing out a c^ntraSfed body into width 
or latitude. Alio, it (igniiies, to tread hard^ be- 
^ufe when a man does fo, upon duft or clay, he 
expands et Sfiends the matter under his feet 
Thus Ezek. yi, ij« Smiti with thine hand^ and 
Jiamp yp*^l [urkangl^with thy foot. So alfo 2 Sam. 
xxii, 34. Pfalm cxxxvi, 6. Exod. xxxix, 3. Ifai, 
xl, 19, &c. &c. From this verb, therefore, comes 
;the fubftantive J7»p*1 \rakijang] and the Chaldee 
y^p*) [rekijeng] expanjion^ extenjion or diftention. - 
Then the verfe might have been. And God 
Jaid^ let there he an expansion in the tnid/l of the 
waters ; which would, at leaft, be fufceptible of an 
idea fuitable to the original. But I am led into 
yrhat I leaft intended. Hands are not fcarce at 
prefent with the biblerinongers i would to God, 
they vi^re Icfs plenty ! 

plains^ 
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plains. — Happy the man who hath an 
intercourfe with heaven ! — Happy the 
foul employed about it's God ! 

Soon as the morning warblers had 
begun their fong — and opening flowers 
exhaled their odors to the throne — A c h- 
SAH rejoiced to behold the day. — She 
found the prophet already at his devo- 
tions — for uneafinefs on the bed had 
deftroyed his repofe. — The lovely vir- 
gin joined him in the prayer— then 
bent her paflage to the foreft A z a r. 

Thus the morning had expanded 
her beauties on the earth — and the lamp 
of heaven had begun it's glow — when 
AcHSAH haftened to the plcafant 
groves. — Her heart was full of O t h- 
jjj J E ^L• — Ah, thou for whom I figh in 

vain! ^ 



OT^INIEL AND ACHSAH. ioy 

vain I — why art thou thus long from 
thy beloved ?— ah, doft thou not cherifli 
the remeipberance of her love ? — haft 
thou forgotten the tender bofom — 
which heaves for thee the frequent figh ? 
— that bofom on which thou haft re- 
clined thy fuffufed cheek — when thoa 
haft told her all thy love ?— » 

. AcHSAH fat beneath a palm, in 
AzA^. — She felt the wearincfs of hafte* 
! — The ftranger fauntered through the 
grove to meet her— -and waked the 
cherub' with her morning melody. -^ 
AcHSAH heard the melting mufic of 
her voice — and, for a moment, liftened 
to the dying ftrain . — Soon (he arofe -^ 
gnd faw the approaching friend. — Soon 
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they embrace — and join the ardency 
of foul. 

Through paths of ever-blooming 
verdure — through walks of undecaying 
fweets^^along the banks of murmuring 
rivulcts—whofe flopes were fpread with 
fragrance — whofe bubbling falls com- 
pofed a folemn harmony — * and ieemed 
refponfive to the warblers of the grove 
—they walked — ^and fang their loves, — 
The fmiling cchos * anfwcred every 

* By «Vp.Tl31 [beneth idle] is here fimply 
meant eekos. ^1p"nil I*^^* *^'] The daughter of a 
vofce, or echo mentioned often in the Old and Ncir 
Tcftaments is very different. For, there it gene- 
rally fignifies, a voice from heaven^ declaring the 
will of Go D ; and took place in the fecond tem- 
ple, when the three degrees of prophecy, viz. 
vifions and aparitions, the ruach hcfiodefchy or in^ 

ftrain 



OTHNIEL AND ACttSAR le^ 

ftrain--and melting angels i^ruck them 
on their harps. — Delightful A^ar! 
— happy feat of beauty ! — in thy be- 
loved (hades — the troubled heart finds 
reft — and peace is fpread among thy 
cyprefs-treefi. 

By this time they approached the 
pleafant grot-— wherein as foon as they 
were fcated^ the lovely flranger conti-* 
nued thus her hiikiry : . 

fpiration of the holy fpirit, and the urim and tbum- 
ftiim, had Ceafed. — It was the bath-kol which gave 
teftknony of the S Air i o O H^ Matth. iii, 1 7. And, 
as Mr. Go D w ir N fays, in a book which throws 
more light upon fcripture, than half it's commenta- 
tors together, I mean, his M o s e s and A a R o m, 
** It was the prologue, preface, or type, of that 
**true voice of the Fatheh^ that eternal 
♦« Wo R D which revealed his F a T h E r's will 
** unto mankind." — ^See A6l$ ix, 4. John xii, 28. 

Not 
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No T all the virgins ^ — nor the mclt-^ 
ing fwectnofs of their voices — could 
fpread upon mine eyelids the mantle of 
rcpofe. — For I had faid — Sorrow is with 
me upon the couch — and mourning 
hath lain down by my fide. 

The night was far ipent when we 
arrived. — And now the beaming morn 
arofe — with joy I hailed the luflre of 
the Ipringing day. — Alas ! of joy a faint, 
a tranfient gleam ! — I arofe and poured 
forth fupplication to the A l M i g h t y . 
— How gracious is the Al m igh t v 
in trouble !— . 

Wh E N my fair attendants perceived 
that ileep had not prefied down mine 

eyelids 
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eyelids — and that trouble fat heavy up- 
on my foul — inftantly the chamber was 
filled with rolling clouds of incenfe — ^ 
and the perfumes of Sab^a afcend-^ 
ed from their cenfers. — The odor of 
cinnamon mingled with the air — and 
the fweet fmell of afpalathus fwam upon 
the breeze — the fume of galbanum af- 
cended through the chamber -— frankin- 
cenfe and the pleafant florax mingled 
their fcents. — One among the virgins 
— (hining with every grace — approach- 
ed me. — The fmile upon her counte- 
nance was love. — She faid. Peace be 
upon thee, my fitter — thy lord hath 
loved thee. — The fovereign of Arba 
hath called thee to his arms. — Then 
trembling feized upon my fleflir— and a 
threefold horror chilled through my 

veins 
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veins— * the marrow of my joints were 
}oo(ed — and my bones were (haken with 
Ifear. A nd t (aid. Comfort me, my fiilen 
-^— And (he wiped the coki tear from my 
cheek. — Comfortlefs and fad — mine 
heart was oppreiTcd within me; — But, 
how did my forrow increafe, when I 
was fummoned to the prefence of 
An A K ! — o deep afflidion of my foul I 
— .o dark reflexions of my mind ! — can 
1 now forget the heavinefs of my grief? 
— is it not as a belt unto mine heart?— 
The black vifage of pollution pre(cnted' 
itfcif to my fight—and the pangs of 
deftradion grinned upon my view*-— 
But I trembled out my complaint to the 
Almighty. — He openeth his ears 
to thefufFerer— and poureth mercy on 
the fupplicating foul ! — 

Seated 
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Seated on his gorgeous throne I 
beheld the glittering tyrant.— The el- 
ders removed from his jprefence — and 
the lovely Bas9 HA MA conduced me 
to his feet. — The words of his mouth 
were as the dropping honey — but they 
had the bitternefs of gall unto my foul. 
— For the hand of the holy was with 
me. — Ke preferveth the righteous from 
falling. 

Yet the voice of Ana k was heavy 
upon me — and I fainted beneath his 
words. — I fank down into the arms of 
the tender S^hekadpen, who bore 
me to the couch of repofe. — The loves 
of S9HEKADFEN arefweet unto mine 
heart. — The kifles of his mouth are 
I fofter 
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fofter than wool. — His lifter B a s 9 h a^ 
M A fupportcd my life — and the loves 
of S^HEKADFf^N Were fmooth to my 
foul. — ^ How fliort were the days which 
I paffed in his love! — How fleeting 
the hours which were marked with de- 
light *. 

The wrath of Ana k was kindled 
againft me— -and bis vengeance had, 
ft reamed on mine head — but for the pro- 
tection which was fent me from on high 

— but for the clouds which were bowed 
with mercy.— For the ETERNAL-f* pro- 

* The days of rejoicing are fwift in their paffage 

— hut mourning reacheth through a lingering nighty 
faith R. Eleez^ar. 

t The word here, as in the other places where 
Eternal occurs in this tranflation, is D*Tp 
[kec/em'] the mnjl antient, IfaiaJ^ xix. ii. Wheref&re 

tedetb 
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tcdleth the juft— -and fulfilleth the prayer 
of the humble. — He heard my com- 
plaint from the dungeon of defpair-7- 
gnd, in the midft of darknefs, cloathed 
pie with light. — What return (hall I 
make to Jehqvah for his love? — 
What praifes can equal his mercy ? 

While the anger of the tyrant op- 
preffed me — as I fat forrowing in my 
heart — I heard the found as of the 
clafliing of fwords — and the rattling din 
of arms terrified me. — Howling filled 
the palace. — The groans of the dying 
encon^aflTed mine ear. — Then I faid — 

fay ye to Pharaoh, I am the fon of the wife^ of the 
Moft dntient kings? — Antiquifjimorum regum^ Ju- 
NXUS and Tremell. — Kings of the eaji, 

I 2 Great 
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Great is Jehovah! — And I bowed 
my face to the duft *. 

I LIFTED up my head from the 
earth, — and, lo ! the air was filled with 
fhouts of triumph. — '* Give praife to 
** the Holy one of Israel! — Ex- 
*' altye the nameof Jehovah! — For 
*^ great is his mercy to his people. — • 
" He hath remembered his covenant 
'' with Abraham!" — 

Still the affrighting clamor in- 
creafed. — But the founds of exultation 
were modulated by the unceafing groans 
of fbrrow. — A dreadful fuccefSon of 
future woes now prefented themfelvcs 

* See an account of the prayers and humiliations 

of the early Jews in Fagius, &c, 

to 
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to me — and even fcemed to darken with 
a deeper fliade the horrors of defpair. 
— But, is it poffiblej I faid, that my 
miferies can increafe ? ^— Or can I feel 
affliction in a more grievous form ? 

Immediately — ^^ere another re- 
flexion could fuccecd • — the gates of my 
prifon were opened. — » And, accompa- 
nied with a numerous band, a youth, in 
complete armor, entered the expanded 
portal. ^— The glow of health adorned 
his countenance — and kindnefs iflued 
from his lips. — He afked me of the for- 
row of my heart. — I acquainted him 
with all my grief. — At length he loofed 
me from my bonds, and commanded 
that I fhould join the female captives. 

I 3 Among 
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Among the youths in the train of 
the hero, I faw S9HEKADFEN. — The 
fight of S9HEKADFEN was asthejoya 
of the harveft — for his love is more pure 
than the dew. — To his arms I had 
flown, like the dove to her fpoufe— -but' 
the bands of captivity reftrained my feet* 

The chains on his hands were an* 
guifli to my heart. — Mine eyes were 
fixed on his lovely countenance — while 
they fwam in forrow for his fate. — He 
faw me. — He lifted up his opprefled 
neck — and feiz^ one kind — one ten- 
der look. — A farewel look, perhaps, 
upon the world and me ! 

Deprived of every human confo- 
lation — 1 betook myfelf in prayer to the 

Inhabitant 
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Inhabitant of Heaven * — and re- 
ceived comfort. — I meditated anefcape 
— and efFe<acd it with difficulty. — I 
wandered through a thorny path. — Be- 
neath the covert of concealing night, 
I flept among the tents of the wilder- 
■nefs* — At length I difcovered the re- 
treat of AzAR — and found out a habita- 
tion wherein I might indulge my woe. 

Thus haft thou heard the oppref- 
iions of A N A K — the atchievements 
ofOTHNiEL — and the hiftory of the 
wretched Zeboim. 

* D^Dtyn ntyV \iofchebbafchamaiim] Pfalmii. 
4. TX^ Inhabitant oFHEAVEi^Jhall laugh. — 
Adonai Jhall have them in derijion. 

End of the Second Book. 
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OTHNIEL and ACHSAH. 

CANST thou fay unto the clouds. 
Rain not upon the earth ? — 
Canft thou command the tor- 
rents of heaven ? — Canft thou tread in 
the path of the thunder — or trace out 
tiie tabernacles af light ? — Who fhall 
fay unto the fun. Turn thou away ? — 
Who hath an heart * to difcover the 
heights ? — Canft thou tell the appointed 
times ? — Canft thou number the fixed 
days ? -— Canft thou mark with thy fin- 

* TFho hath underjianding ? 

gers 
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gcrs their duration — or point out with 
thy right hand the fucceffions of hea- 
ven ? — Look unto the clouds, o man ! 
and acknowledge thy weaknefs — let 
thine eyes dwell upon* the moon, and 
thou (halt difcover thine imperfedions. 

When the meafurc of thy courfc 
hath been numbered unto thee, thou 
flialt fleep in darknefs. — When thy 
days have been poured out, thy brethren 
fliall fay ♦, Where is he ? — Behold, he 

* Here the word *1DM as plainly not confined 
to the 2£t of fpeaking I being only expreffive of a 
wonder in their minds f that he was cut ofFfo foon. 
-—I mention this, that I may not flip an oppor- 
tunity of taking notice of thofe parts of the Bi^ 
ble, where God is introduced as declaring his 
purpofes hy fpeechy efpccially in the firft chapter 
of Gmefiif where we may obferve: And God 

hath 
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hath fhortened thy times, that thou 
mighteft be humbled. — He hath cir- 
cumfcribed thy years, and their terrain 
nation fhali be thy reproach. 

faid, Let there If light. — jfnd God faid, I^ then 
he a firmament,"^ And God faid, Let the waters un- 
der the heaven J Sec. -^ And God faid, Let the earth 
bring forth grafs^ izc. imply no more, than that he 
wilUd or determined thofe effects to be, Jonah ii. 
10. And Jehovah fpake unto the fijh^ thaty &c. is 
no more than Jehovah willed that the fijhjhould 
vomit]o\!iAH upon tha dry land. 2Satn. xxi. i6. And 
ISHBI-BENOB — *11!3K [«>Wr] //IFOftflo THOUGHT 

to hzvejiain David. — Exod.ii. 14. Intend- 
EDST, ffO ^iKUf LXX. Vulg. Tu vis? ]\JtJ,cogitas. 
•^i Kings viii. 12. The Lord faid that he would 
dwell in the thick darknefs* Targum ^VinK voluit. 
— Mark v. 28. ?A«f« dicehatyihdX is,£he thought^ 
or was perfuaded, if (he touched his garment, ihe 
Ihould be healed. 
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Think upon the days which have 
paffed by thee — and thy foul is filled 
with remorfe.-^ When thou haft medi-' 



It has often been observed, that this common 
way of tranflating the firft mentioned paflages is 
very derogatory from the majefly of God, who is, 
no doubt, a fpirit without parts as well as paffi&ns^ 
He mud be a being free and altogether feparate 
from any thing of corporeity, and from thofe things 
which are confequent thereto and depend tbereoHj 
at whatever diflance, — Indeed a great pity it is, 
that expreiSons cannot be found to give the ab/b- 
lute and flrid fcnfe of the original without afFord^ 
ing fuch mean ideas, as the above examples convey 
to unlettered minds of the Deity» — But, alas, it 
might be faid as well, it is pity we are men; — How- 
ever, to remove thefe difficulties fhould be a bufi- 
nefc of the preacher. 

tated 
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tated on the years of thy youth, thou re* 
provcft thyfclf of folly. 

It ii fomething pleafant to obferve a commen* 
tator ferioufly laboring to prove from. Goo faid» 
Let us mah man in our own Imager as fpeaking to 
Jesus Christ, who^ it is aflinned from henc^ 
muft have helped in, or flood by at, the great 
vtrork of creation. Such men do coniliderable barm 
to the caufe they mean to defend. 

And, by the way, how very trifling is this note 
of Junius and Tremell. on the ufe of the plu- 
ral pronoun^ in what they fuppofe to have been 
the fpeech of GoD : Faciamus] non angelos hie al^ 
loquitur J aut elementa^ nam creationis gloriam fin foR 
fervat : neque honoris caufajic defe loquitur^ quia fnas 
ilk non ita eft antiquus, aut in prima perfona receptus: 
fedfecumjiatuit Deus pateryfilius^ (^ fpiritus fane 
iusj unicus Deus, tres diflinSla perfonef* l^qui 
bic non ohfiurum S. Triados tffiinumum. 

The 
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The torrent hafteneth on its fall — 
and the days of a man ♦ arc fwift unto 
their end. — But he confidereth not the 
fleetnefs of their wings — nor remem- 
bcreth the yawning of the gravet 

Behold, o young man, the comeli- 
linefs of thy face — and admire with 
thine heart the fymmetry of thy form. 

— Think upon the harmony of thy 
parts, and confidcr the force of thy finews 

— and know, that thou (halt fink into 
duft— and thy beauty (hall be devoured 
by the reptiles of the earth. 

But the highest liveth for ever. 

— The power of his arm fhall not be 

♦ Literally : the days ofjlejh. 

dimini(hed. 
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diminiftied. — He hath ftrctched out his 
hands upon the eternities* — and the 
heavens rejoice in his might 'f. 

* A hcbraifm, whereby is meant, the paft and 
future of eternity. 

t The following dcfcription of the majcfty and 
power of God is in the fecond chapter of the Koran^ 
J and very magnificent it is, as Mr, Sale obfcrves, in 
^ the original. — God ! r— There is no God but he ; 
— /A/ livings the felf'fubjijling, -^ Neither /lumber 
nor Jle^p feizeth him. — Ti him belongeth whatfoever 
is in heaven i and on earth, — IVho is he that can inter- 
cede with himj but through his good pleafure P — He 
knoweth that which is pajl^ and that which is to come 
to them — and they Jhall not comprehend any thing of 
his knowledge i but fo far as he pleafeth,-^His throne 
is extended over heaven and earth — and the preferva- 
tion of both is no burden unto him, — He is the high 
'-^the mighty. BoBOVius and Reland affirm, 
that this paflage is much admired by the Mohamme- 
dans ; that they not only recite it in their prayers, 
but it is alfo worn by fome of them, engraven on 
K O TREMBLE 
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Otremble before him, ye inhabi- 
tants of earth ! — Reverence him in hur 
mility, ye children of men !— Where- 
fore are your hearts perverfe before him 

an agate or other precious ftone. Sale's Kar* 
vol. i. p. 47. 

The reader will pardon the length of this note, 
for the fake of another (perhaps more elegant) 
tranflation o£ the above quoted paflage in the Ko^ 
ren, by the learned Mr. Blackwell : God ! — r 
There is no other GoD befides him. — He it is tubo 
Evetby /elf-exi/iefit, for ever and ever. — - He it is 
whomJUep can never feize^ nor Jlumhers approach. — 
To him belongs whatever the earth contains \ whatever 
the heaven furrottnds : and wbcy againji bis wittj 
dares intercede for the crime of another ? ^-^ He ^ and 
he alone ^ knows all things, prefent and to come ', while 
mortal^ know nothing but what his pleafure reveab. — 
The extent of bis throne outmecffures heaven and earth : 

— and 
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-—and your footfteps bent towards de- 
jftrucSion ? — ^ O walk id his paths, and 
ye fhall not ftumble — for his mercy 
preferveth from falling. 

The daughter of Caleb fell upon 
the neck of her lovely friend — and filled 
her bolom with tears.— -Haft thou then 
feen my Othniel? ftie faid. — O 
doth he ftill live ? — Doth he ftill love 
his AcHSAH ? — BlefTed is his hand in 
delivering thee from thy captivity — and 
in loofing thy feet from bonds. — Yet 
pour upon thy lifter the comforts of thy 

ihe prefervation of all they contain is no trouble to him, 
— He is God — the lofty one and the great. 
After which the tranflator obferves, that, *« how 
'' noble and exalted foever the dcfcription may ap- 
*< pear, it is W a dim fhadow of the energy, ma- 
*^ jcfty» and comprchcnfion of the original." 

K % fpeech~ 



X3t THE LOVES OF 

fpeech — ftill let the found of Oth* 
NiEL hang upon thy lips— * for my 
foul is happy * in his name! 

But her extafy at the name of O t h- 
NIEL was now mitigated by her reflex- 
ion on having difcovered that it was the 
fair Z E B o I M to whom (he had bent 
her ear* 

O MY lovely friend 1 (he faid— if 
thou art, indeed, the daughter of the 
holy B A R z A I — come with me, and thou 
{halt reverence the feet of thy rejoicing 
father — thou flialt kifs the bofom of 
the feer of H s b r o n. 

^ Is expanded. 

As 
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As the fun, returning from the cham^ 
bcrs of the caft, is to the drooping earth 
— when with his benign ray he chaceth 
the baleful vapors, and with genial 
warmth, animateth each herb which 
lay condenfed within her dark and chil- 
led womb, fo was the voice of Ac hs ah 
to Iier aftoniflied friend. 

The tender drops of joy hung upon 
the eyelids of Z e b o i m j and her coun- 
tenance was rubied with filial love. — - 
O my God! faid (he, whence have I 
m^eritcd fuch mercy? — or from what 
other fource than thee can flow fuch 
flreams of undeferved blefling? — Three 
times fhe l^id her bofom on the earth, 
and blefTed the help of ages — as 
K 3 oft 
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oft flic lifted up her fufFufcd face, and fill- 
ed the wide air with intermitted praife. 

At length the lovely pair began their 
walk towards the grove of Bar zai.— • 
The herbage fmiled beneath their feet. 
— The groves gave back the gentle 
found of their rejoicings. — The playful 
ftream, that fhone among the hills, joined 
its undulating murmurs to give life and 
joy to the enraptured fcene. 

Thus they paffed through the groves 
of AzAR — and enjoyed 'the pleafures 
of the vales in pleafing converfe, till 
they approached the habitation of the 
aged prophet. 

They 



OTHNIEL AND ACHSAH. 135 

They faw him refting on his ftafF 
beneath a palm, in holy meditation. — 
Soon he raifcd his reverend face, and be- 
held the welcome vifitants. 

The fair Zeboim fell upon her fa- 
ther's neck — and wept a fhower of love. 

— She faid *— O my kind arid tender pa- 
rent ! — Do I indeed revifit thee ? — or 
is what I now enjoy no other than fome 
illufion of my wandering imagination ? 

— Ah ! it is he. — It is my father ! — O 
fhed upon thy Z e b o i m the bleflings of 
thine age. — Give her of the comforts of 
thy hoary head. 

Then Barzai wept upon his 

daughter's neck, and blefled her. — And 

•K 4 he 
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he faid — Blefled arc mine eyes alfo in 
feeing thee, — Praifed be the God of 
my fathers ! 

The aged prophet wept — as he be- 
held the offspring of his love. 

My beloved children, faid he — (for 
my foul hath felt for thee, o Achsah^ 
the yearnings of a parent) ~yc fee 
me bending towards the earth — and 
her graves are opened to receive me.— 1 
feel the ftrength of life to fail me. — For 
the moifturc of my bones is dried up. 

Wherefore, hearken to the pre- 
cepts of experience — and weigh well 
the documents of mine age. — Let the 
eyes of your hearts be opened — and your 

minds 
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minds (hall be enlightened with wif- 
dom*.i^That which is fhut up (hall 
be difclofed unto you. — ^The fealsof in- 
ftrudlion fliall be broken^ — Holinefs 
will be the diredlrefs of your lives, when 
I (hall have unfolded to you the myfle- 
ries of wifdom. 

With much difficulty I have traced 
out her path — and with the labor of the 
jnind have I inveftigated her ways.—* 
Yet happinefs is the fruit of knowledge 
— and pleafure waiteth on her for ever. 

* In a pretty moral poem written by R, Chai, 
and intitled, The communication of knowledge infweet* 
nefsy is this pafuch^ 

Let thine ear be fixed to the mouth of the wife^ 
And thine eye Jhall gather from them topazes. 

— She 
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•— She leaveth peace in her path — and 
her footfteps arc fragrant with comfort. 

All the works of the highest 
are filled with wifdoto. — He created 
the earth — knowcth he not, therefore 
its parts? — He is the parent of know-^ 
ledge and power*. —The earth was 
formed by his word — and the heavens 
by the breath of his mouth. — The fun 
moveth not from the way which he 
hath appointed him — nor doth the 
nK)on wander in her times. 

He called forth man from the dufi^ 
and indued him with wifdom from 

* Shall ndt ht know it, who created it? — For 
he is mojl eminent in knowledge, and onmfcient» 
Al Koran. 

above. 
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above, — He gave him power over the 
creatures which he had made — and his 
dominion was extended through the 
world *. — He imparted to him reafon 

* Various have been the fentiments of learned 
men on the iignification of the phrafcs in the firfl 
chapter of the book of Genefis, Let us make man In 
our own image.— 5^ God created man in his own 
image, &c. fome having referred it only to the en^ 
dowment of reafon^ by which he was created fo 
much fuperior to every other animal, and nearer in 
refemblance to the God of wifdom. — Others again 
have taken -an interpretation thereof hardly to be 
defended ; if the words of Dr. Taylor may be 
underftood to mean a corporeal fimilitude, when he 
faith : " The word \zh^ [tzelem'] hath two fig- 
•* nifications, i. An image, a fketch or adumbra- 
** tion, reprefenting a real Juhjiance^ 2. Tenebrae, 
** umbra mortis." — What then fhall we fay, that 
our real fubjlancej or body, was created in the fimi- 
litude of the real fuhjiance^ or body, of God ? [See 

and 
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and fpccch — and gave him an upright 
ftature to behold his works. 

Bu T he wandcrcth from the paths of 
wifdom and knowledge— and his tongut 

the preceding note, p. 126.] Profcflbr Bythner 
feems to favor the former opinion, Sh)t imago, 
fimilitudo tam corporca quam tncorporea : and he 
obferves, that, with the affix, as in pfalm hcxiiu 20. 
it fignifies the fouL Imaglncm [animami corum 
fpcrncs. 

But it often happens, to the detriment of fcrip- 
ture, that, in the elucidation of particular ex- 
preflions, the context is not fufficiently attended to. 
Let us take the whole paflage. And God faidy Let 
us make man in our image ^ after eur likenefs; and 
let them have dominion over thefijh ofthefea^ and over 
the fowl of the air^ and over the cattle^ and over all the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth 
vpon the earth. — 5^ God created man in his own 

is 
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is the parent of deceit. — He is puffed up 
with the inventions of his hands— and 
hath forfakcn the commandments of 
Gop. 

O M y children ! — if ye would enjoy 
peace — reverence the most h i g h *• 

imagiy in the Image of God created he him^ &c. May 
not then this likenefs confifl in having dominion 
over the fifli of the fea, over the fowls of the air, 
the cattle, &c. fince they follow in fuch clofe con- 
nexion : Let us make man in our own likenefs — let 
them have dominion over thefijhj l^c. — Then follows, 
in a moft natural order. So God created man in his 
own likenefs '^ for hefaidanto them'^^-replenifh the 
earth and fuhdue it^ and have dominion over the fifb 
of4hefeaj and over the fowl of the air^ and over every 
thing that moveth upon the earth ? 

* ]V7J7 [gnelion] the moji high '-^ the exalted. 

There 
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-^ There is none like him in ths 
places of heaven — among thofe whofe 
dwellings are beyond the clouds. — 
He is loving and merciful unto them 
that fear him, and will lead them 
into pleafures which they have not 
known. 

He difpofeth of the earth as he 
pleafeth — he holdeth the revolu- 
tions thereof in the palm of his hand, 
— But he choofeth the righteous from 
among the fons of men — and will 
give bleffing to the feed that fe^keth af- 
ter truth. 

Whoso erreth from the law of truth 
>^andcreth from the most high— ' 

for 



OTHNIEL ANP ACH3AH- i4| 

for he hath eftabliihed all things there* 
in*. 

But happy (hall be the man who 
goeth wUh wifdom -r- and whofe heart 
is occupied in tyuth. — Who giveth to 
the hungry from his difti — and the 
overflowings of whofe cup cheareth the 
thirfty foul 

Whose hands are ftretehed out in 
mercy — whofe eyes are bent upon the 
poor — that he may deliver him frona 

^ Rabbi Chai, in his above cited poem calle4 

n)i^bD2 Sat^n "^did, faith. 

Let thy work be right ifi. truth, 

And thy halame injujiici and fuithfubiefs, 

the 
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the wickedncfs * of men --.that he may 
have pity on the fons of the opprcfled. 

Blessing (hall follow hini when 
he goeth from his houfe — and when 
he fitteth alone, he faith, I am fatisfi- 
cd -f-. — It fliall be unto him like a fall- 
ing river — and like the pleafant ftreams 
of Z I P H. — The mouth of the helpJefs 
ihall be opened unto him — their lips 
fliall rejoice in his praife. — For the 
HIGHEST is holy and merciful. 

The inhabitants of the earth follow 
after vanity — but God divideth forrow, 

* LhersLllyy^ wicieJneJ/es. 

+ Here, and in other places of this kind, fee the 
note p. I3^4« 

O Ga 
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O G o not in the ways pf wickedncfsi 
for deftrudtion lurketh at the end,— 
She cometh but like a ferpent on him 
that is unaware. — He falleth aniong 
Jthe clods of 4he earth.' ., , 

3- The flandcrer flfdl periih frotli 
among men--^ aod fit thit hath a fmodth 
Aqngqe • fliall fall. — ^F'or he giveth a 
wound, ijnto ihis neighbor— .and hath 
placed a knife among friends.— ^His foul 
that is wlthirihim Mtt bfe bitter. — He 
(hall die in the vexation of his heart. ' ' 

Also the forrows of tlie hypoadec 
fhall not be fmall *— nor fhafl the burrt- 
in^s of his heart be little. -7 He falleth 
.do^yn unto the fun, an4 faith, thoa art 
a. L my 
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my Go D *. — He leadeth the weak in- 
to a Qiare. — ^ When his ftrength is like 
the ftrength of an eagle^ he (hall be 
tnown down. 

• << If, (lays die tnily pious ifr<tf&,}tgized upon 
cc Oaus, when he was Ihiiiia^ or upon Iare* 
f< CRA, when riftiglnherglOfy; apd n^lleart 
<< went fecredy after then^ and my hand kiiled mjr 
<c moudi, dien this were an iniquity to be judged ^ 
^ ^fbr t had denied the God diat is above.^ 
|oB xxxL 26^ 2jr, 28.— hi ni3d dtmates and &• 
kene ikks die woifli^ of the fiotmiifl be veiy io>^ 
iQaring.*— It is the moft obvioas and |^eral ipeciea 
€f idolatry^ va^d into a thoufand fhapes, widely 
ipread, and of the longeft continuance : nor is iSt 
any wonder, that mens ignorant of a higher cauTc^ 
ftbidd adore fo bright an ob|ed, at^oferecef$ the 
world mourns, die heavens lour, theftacs abfcond^ 
aundjlie earth is ftripped of her fruiu and verdures 
whereas all nature fmiles at his return; the feas are 
xahnf, die rivers dear, d)e flcy feiene^ die air be« 



Th e ear of the oppreflor ftiall be fill* 
ed with a grie^^us round— -and the 
curfes of the poor (hall hover round bis 
head.—- Mifery is the companion of his 
ipul. 

T H ou G H he profper with men — and 
fulnefs waiteth at liis houfe.— ^Thdugli 
his chlldrea may ilourifli like the ptants 
of the valley — and grow up like the 
trees by the river. — Yet defolation fhall 
cover him as a cloud — and widi a filthy 
garment ihall (he hide him; — becaufb 
ho hath forfaken him who hath the 
hand of God upon him— and hath de- 

nign ; and birds^ and beafts, and plants, and men^ 
revive at the touch x>r fib etiliveniri^raT. rSdslet- 

J^ 2 fpifcd 
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ij)ifcd the forrows of the poor. — He 
hath withheld the wages of the hire- 
Img. — But it (hall be demanded of him, 
i^In a bitter portion (hall he return it. 

But walk ye in the way of the 
MOST HIGH— fo (hall ye gather the 
profperity which defcendeth from above. 
— - A(k the blefling from his hand who 
alone can beftow it. — The ever- 
lasting dilfaributcth mercy. 

Give of the bread which ye (haH 
poffefs, unto him that needcth it — that 
your feed may inherit the prayer of the 
afflifted foul. 

L JE T your vine be preiTed out to the 
thirfty — that he may give praifes to 

Jehovah 
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J Eii o V A H with rejoicing lips. — • TTic 
A ivM I G H T V rewardetb the liberal. — 
He will enfold them under the covering 
of his mercy — and ibelter them with 
the arms of everlafting ilrength. 

I HAVE feen the Almighty in 
the terrors of his power-— and I have 
heard him in the fweet voice of compaf^ 
£on. — Hath not trembling felzed on 
me at thy judgements, o S9HADDAI? 
— - and have I not drank^ with thanki^ 
giving, at the ftream of thy mercy ? 

Like a torrent of waters hath been 

the fhortnefs of my life — ai>d the flow* 

ing of my days hath been even as a 

gufhing ftream. — But he rulcth the 

L 3 winds 



-^ 
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wiodft frem bii fc«l» axid die tQin{i€il: 
u not ttinzid iog the joft ^« 

Hs&s the pfopW put nn (tnd to hb 
inftrudionst aod he felt upon hb £cmi1 
the vifications of age. — His bones were 
Htfeakencd by kogtH of days -^ and the 
joints qf hb limbe were itifSuifid wbh 
watehfuiof ia. — He calkxl on the name 
ci the EvcELASTiNQ-^and the foul 
of Barzai wa» renofed. 

* A <4a(Mns of qcie^ii9ra» b 9qt at aH «n<f 
common in the eaflern as well as in the rabbinical 
writings. This, however, is well fupported. His" 
fife is compared to fwtft waters and a gufhing 
ftftam, which though the Appier winds of adverfity 
viigbt have agitated, apd diftinrbed^ jtt the tern*' 
peftuous blafts of defpai^ had not driveii it from its 
tbanneU 
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The viigin of Hebron cbfecl his 
eyes ^--^and the fair Zeboim mourn- 
ed for her father. — They laid hiqi in 
the tomb *|* of £LiM-i-«>the tomb in 
the valley of pahns. 

.^ Among the ancknt Jevn^ tiie firft cnemony 
Irfed towaids the dcceafed, was tke dofing of fab 
ejres by the next of kim Joseph figU fu^ its 
hands upon thineiyes. Geii.xl?i.4. Thb was like- 
wife \n ufe among die Greeks and Romans: 

Ta/ha*, i /uW ffoi y* ^Ali^ )^ vilna (jLfiyf 

Ah wjretch ! no fiither (ball thy cof pfe opmpol^ 
Thy dying eyes no tender mQibpt clofe. F0WM9 
JfOi mm smh ampmrns^ ilk tmu OM* 

t The andent Hehrewsy if they leceived not ^ 

burial place from their anceftors, would purcbafe 

one for the interment of tbemfelres and their bm^Jf 

It was a vault hewn out in a rock, fix cubits Iof%» 

L 4 Blessep 
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Blessed is the hoary hcaid which 
goeth down to the grave with rightcouf^ 
nefs — bleffed arc the dead who have 
walked with Go d. For their memory 
is as ointment unto their children*--^ 

and four broad -, in which eight, or, as fome fay^ 
Ihirteen other cells^ or (mailer holes, were made, 
;u fo many diftin^l receptacles^ or tombs, ibr th^ 
dead bodies to be laid in. As often as they buried 
any, they ufed to roll a great ftone to the mouth of 
the cave. The cave or vault itfelf they called 
*1ip [i^ter] which fignifies a place of burial ; pr 
from its form, it was fometimes called, mytS 
[mangnara] a den or cave. Thefe feveral cells or 
xeceptacles, in which the bodies were laid, they call- 
ed t3*D*l3 [kukim] graves 5 and the ftone they 
named ^^j [gokl] z rolling Jlone. Talmud. Seder ^ 
Nezikin Bava Bathroy cap. vi. Sec alfo, Rites of 
the ancient Hebrews. 

They 
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They fhall Hve m the rcmcmbcrance of 
thejuft. 

Their fpirits may fleep for a feafon 
J-^yet they fhall awake in the Edev of 
peace.— He hath prepared for them the 
bleffings of his habitation — and though 
they die — their righteoufiiefs remaineth 
pot in the grave* 

The odor of their facrifices is in the 
noftrils of the most high; — their 
holocauft hath given a lading favor. 

How pleafant is the departure of the 
righteous V^ — Their diflblution cometh 
in peace. -—They lie down in the grave, 
as in a place of reft— and are quiet in 
the .habitation pf darknefs. -— * Becaufc 

they 
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tfxj luve &Kd tbeir con&lem;^ mi the 
Ho2.Y—> and are fatisfied with the pttk- 
vi&oa t>f hope. — They are taken front 
their toil and from thictr weasioiefi^— > 
^ f«e removed frooii tbc> diliyiietud^ 
<yr men. -—His tnuo^ph cometh-oot i^v 
i|^ the end— Iw Iw rejpifieth i^ the re- 
w9rdcifhi»wQfk* 

He is the beloved of his Maker and 
flhis Goi>--*aii4 Ik> wUl MlwB Into 
the pleafures of he^^en.-^ He wIkkd 
I^e hath ferved witi ^ve him (^ Im» 
I>lent7> — for God is the fube& of 
bonn^ and troth* 

How precious is the name of the 
f %bteous unto his cluldren I -^ How 
Iweet is the meoaory of him M Hh^ 

mouths 
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mouths of his offspring ! «— It gloweth 
in the countenance of fucceeding gene- 
rations. *-^ He ihall not be forgotten of 
the children of his friends-— nor ihatl 
the rememberance of him foe extin- 
guifhed at the death of their fons \ 

The path of the godly is marked out 
by his fieps-— and the pious (hall fol- 
low the track of his feet.— -His life is 
crowned by the length thereof— and 
his diiTolution with the bleflings of 
peace, -p^ Who would not follow after 
God, when the reward is fa great ? -— ^ 
Who would not worfhip the power fy 
liberal in misrcy ? 

* Tlut k, tbi dnUrm rf tb$ MUren rf hit 
friends. 

AH9 
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And Zeboim fat befidc the ftream 
iwhich runneth through the hills. — 
Her harp was ftrung to the founds of 
lamentation ; mournful was her ibng of 
forrow, and Achsah was the compa- 
nion of her tears. 

*' MorRN, ye daughters of the vzU 
ley of Shophat I — Weep, ye vir- 
gins of the fruitful plains I — The 
ftrength of my head is departed. — 
The light of mine eyes is defcended 
f* to the cave^ and is extinguifhed ia 
•• the regions of darknefs. — Lo I the 
•• fupport of the weak is removed. — 
•* Lol the portion of the wretched is 
^ taken away 1— The comforter of the 

*^ weary 
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'* we^ is no more. — Arid the hope of 
^f the affliiacd is departed. 

. *^ M d u R N, ye daughters of the val- 
<Vley of Shop hat! — Lift up your 
*^ voice in lamentation, ye children of 
*^ the peaceful dwel)ings.: — For the co- 
^^ dar of the foreft is fallen-^ the palm 
" of the plains is hewn down.— * Sweet 
*^ was his fong to the harp- — when he 
** extolled the ruler of heaven. — Sweet 
** were the notes of his fong — and fkil- 
^' ful was his hand on the firings of 
" the lute* ^ 

*^ Mourn, ye daughters of the vd[»- 
^* ley of S H OP H AT ! — Mourn For the 
" death of Barz ai ! -^ Sh^ ye tear? 
t[ upon his grave, as pne fhcddtth tears 

« for 
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** for hb &ther— ind ts ikt wido^ 
" howleth for the <:omfon of her ^ml. 



«« MotritM, ye dau^btert of the val- 
^ ley of Shophat! —Who is he 
*< that &dl nun^r his good deeds?—- 
*< Or who fhaU count the Ueflings 
" of his hand? — fiat> ah! he Is de- 
** icended to the ^fmal hoafe.<«^He is 
^* gone to the land of fbrgetfolnefs. 

<* MouiiN, jre daughters of the val- 
*• ley of Shophat! — Shout your 
*• cries to the found of the timbrel. — 
** O iing no pleafant fongs to the harp. 
** — Let there be filence through the 
*' nig^.— 'For his eyes are encompafi*- 
** ediftrith daricne&«— 'He is ddcended 
a to the regbns of (hade. — O my 

** father! 
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•* fethcr I — I will remember thee 
^ Arooghbut thfe years — t will think 
*« upon tihy precepts in the times whidi 
^ arc to tome. — - feitCt be to thee, 

o my father 1 — and peace to the 

abode of thy ibul r 






And they dwelt in die grotre oF 
B AR z A I. — But Caleb kne*^r not of 
the abode of his daughter, — And he 
fent mefiengers, that they might find 
her. — But they fought not in the holy 
grove. — And the fej^vants returned, lay- 
ing, We cannot find thy daughter in all 
the land of H e b R ov. — Then the fon 
oTJi^HUNNEH was cxceeding fonrow- 
ful — and he fftiote his hand upon his . 
I^reaft, and he w»ept bftterly. 

Anjd 
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A N D he faid unto the meflengers, 
go ye then down unto Kir jath-Se- 
pher— for my foul is alfo forrowful 
bccaufe of Othniel. — And unto 
Ke N A2 he faid. Haft thou any tidings 
from thy fon ? — But he anfwered, Am 
not I as a fcrvant unto my lord,, how 
fhould I then conceal fuch a thing from 
thee ? — Wherefore fayeft thou unto me. 
Haft thou heard aught from thy fon ? 

And Kenaz was forely vexed. •-« 
And he arofe to go towards Ki r j ath- 
Sepher, faying; It may be that I 
Ihall meet my fon. — And, after he had 
travelled a great fpace, he was weary, 
(now night was wrapping her ihade$ 
around the earth) and he laid himfelf 

down 
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down to flet^p in pne of the ^epl;ierd'$ 
tcntf, vrhidi yc bcl^ild as yc go tow^rd$ 
the bf^^fiik w^Hch divideth the fends.— 
And he epquired of the ijaen, faying^ 
Have ye fGWi any one whp returned 
from the iicge ? — ! And they anfwered. 
No J bnt there is a young man among 
U6 whpip we Itnow not, he hath toW 
us of th^ ^iftfters pf w^ar, and of the 
flaiighter which c'om^th by th^ fvrprdi 
k may be hie will tpU thee cojieerning 
the matter. — And JCi^naz fought 
ajogiong the tents, and be found the 
y^ung inan gpin^ with the flock iinto 
the watering pool. — But as foon as he 
behcjdhim, he loft his flock and fled to- 
wards the mountain^.. Kenak piir- 
fued him, but foon he was beyond the 
r^ach of his eyes. He climbed the 
M height 



i62 THE LOVES OF 

height of NAdarim, and looked 
round from the fummit of the lofty hill. 
-—But his fight could not recover the 
youth. —For the mountains of Na da- 
rim are many in multitude, and are 
fruitful among die hills of the earth.— 
Their tops are crowned with pledant 
places, and the vallies are foil of delight. 
•—Comfort and peace are upon the face 
of the inhabitants } for plenty is their 
fure inheritance.— The herdfmen attend 
on dieir flocks, with gladnefs ; and the 
virgins tell them of their fongs of love. 
—They eat their repail on the brink of 
the brook — even the apples of the vales 
of Nadarim — and flake their thirft 
with the waters of the pleafant ffaream. 

The 
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The father of Othniel was de- 
lighted at the manners of the dwellers 
among the mountains — He walked 
through their tents*, and converfed with 

* The Avm are in Dtut. ii. 23. faid tad well, 
tDH*:{ni \huhat%ar\m\ where, it Ihould be ob- 
ferveil, tha^ pur tranflation, becaufe there might be 
fome doubt about the fignification of the word, 
hath kept the original term, which the feptuagint 
hath alfo done> only with a little alteration in its 
termination ; this courfe being thought fafeft by 
them (as indeed thofe are fure not to tranflate amifi^ 
who do not tranflate at all). Neverthelefs, we 
may, perhaps, with propriety and Tafety follow the 
Samaritan verfion in this cafe (that being probably 
elder than the LXX.) wherein it b plainly tranf-* 
lated, they dwelt m villages, or fmall towns, con- 
fifting of icattered houfes or huts. And indeed 
fo •IJf n fignifies J for proof of whkh fee Dr. Cas- 
tle 's Lexicon; nay 1^ the LXX itfelf often trans- 
lates it fo, as may be feen in Kxrchsr's Concor- 

M 2 them 
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them of the things which they kncwi 
— - But they liftened unto him^ as untp 
the tongue of the deceiver -^ for they 
knew not the voiceoFa ftranger. 

Between the hills which furroand 
the little hill of Hazalmon, runneth 
the river which is called the river of thfc 
vallies. — The fmooth ftream thereof 
glideth in a placid courfe, and the trees 
on its banks reverberate its undulations. 
— Its courfe is turned in the vale of 

dance. Befides all which, there are fi^eral places 
named in fcripture which have Hazar prefixed and 
not one great city among them, Hazar-Aidar^ 
Hazar-Gaddah, Hazar-Sbuah^ HdZOT'Shufah, Ha- 
zoT'Enna^ Hazar^Haiticon. And the laft is in 
EziUel xlvii. i6. in our tranflation in the margin, 
exprefied by the middle vtllagi. JuNllxs and Tre- 
MELUU8, pagi mfdiani. 

Madar 
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M A D A R— infomuch that it almoft fur- 
Foundeth the wildcrncfs of H a^oth. 

In the wildernefs of Hazoth is 
the dwelling of the feer of the moiin- 
tains. — Here Ken A z refted to furvey 
the habitation of the inchanter *. -^The 

* MutUnr. The Hebrew word ^y\T\ {cboher} 
fignifies^ a charmer. Onkelos calls fuch a charmer 
\]Sn [ratin] a mutterer^ though the word fignifies 
literally, conjoining or confociating 5 either from tlje 
league and fellowfhip which fuch perfonar hav^ 
with the devil ; or, as Bqdinus thinks [BoDm. 
Magdamon. 1. i. c. 6.] becaufe fuch kindofmtches 
lave frequent tneitirigi^ in 'Uihkh thfy dance ^ndrnakc 
merry tpgetber. But Onkelqs would intimate 
the manner of thefe incantations to be by die mut- 
tering or foft (peaking of fome fpell or charm. 
Maimonides [trad, idolol. cap.xi. (ed. 10, il.] 
defcribes this charmer thus : He is a charmer who 
fpeaketb words of a Jlrange language^ and without 
M 3 path 
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path thereto was furrounded by hil- 
locks of odoriferous flowers and inter- 
woven ihrubs, over which the myr- 
tles expanded their umbrageous tops. 
Palm trees and cedars were beautifully 
mingled with thefe, and the leafy pine 
nodded among them his afpiring head. 

fin/i ; and bi in his fooBflmefs^ tbiniith that thefe 
words are profitable. That if one fay fi and fo unt9 
a ferpent 9r fcorpim^ it cannot hurt a man^ and he 
that fayetb fo or fi unto a man^ he cannot be hurt.. 

[Sec Pliny, Nat. Hift.'\ He that whifpereth 

oner a vjound^ or readeth a verfe out of the Bible; 
alfo he that readeth over an infant^ that it may not be 

frighted^ or that layeth the book of the law, or thephy" 
laSieries upon a child that it may fUep^ fuch ere not 
§nly among incbanters^ or charmers^ but of thofe that 
generally deny the law of GoD^ becaufe they make the 
words of the Scripture a medicine for the body^ fvhere^ 
as they are notj but medicine for thefouL 

The 
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The entrance was dark and pro- 
found, but its fpacioufnefs opened with 
its defcent. — The tender verdure met 
the wearied feet of K e n a z, which with 
profufioQ covered all the ground. The 
natural arches of this aweful manfion, 
joined to the fhrill echoes fwhich rever-r 
berated each careful ftep among its 
dreary vaults, infpired the mind with 
reverential horror. —On this fide the 
glittering ftones of the rock enlivened 
the gloomy profpeft — while on that, a 
ftream flowed down, which continued 
its delightful courfe, embanked by ame- 
thyft and jafper, and murmured all the 
harmony of found along the hollow grot 
of H A z o T H, — ^The breath of thtf early 
fpring diffufed a fweet refrefliment 
M 4 through 



i68 THE LOVE SOIf 

through the caves — gentle was the 
lalutation df the healthful htttzt. 

So Ken A^ ftood Itill m^irce; £ot 
melancholy had fum)utided his fool. 

As he was ^uis tn^ditttingi ^nA tt^ 
cliddd agftinft a pro^<flion c^ die roek*^ 
lo! afi aged mkn ^ ftood befote him, 
clodthed in Idng robes c^ tkie poreft 
white, gift about wkh a girdle 6f many 
colours. His locks were lilvcmd over 
with age, and his beard was white 
through the length of his years. The 
ftaff of divination -f* was iii ins right 

• Xiterally : J man ^f years. 

t P'V* ^^ ^^^' P* 59^ f^** ®f *^ manntr 
©f this confultation : ^he confuher meafund hisjiaff 
iyfpans^ w by ibe length of bis finger i fixying^ as .be 

hand» 
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hdndy and in his left be held a book 
vnktcn wkh the charters of wifdom* 
«»^To die dwellers among ikkt mountains 
it was not given, to read the letters of 
knowledge. But to the Ton of A z a e ir 
it was given to underftand die myfteries 
which are fealcd on high, to £ b i A'* 
^ A p H> ^ feer of the mottDtai|pii. 

And he faid. Who art thou, my 
fon ?— Wherefore art thou conie hither? 
«— Art thou fallen into the fnare of the 

nuafurei : I wtU go I Ivnllnotgoi twilldofucha 
thing; I will not do it ; and as the laji /pan fell 
^ut^ fa he dnerfmmd it. This kind of divina- 
tion was termed by the Greeks, VttCS'oiJLd/liiA^ or 
BfXofctfv1«iK» divkiAtion by rods and arrows. By 
the ancient Hebrews iVpO ^NK^ [Sfhoel maklo.} 
A confukcr with his Jiaff^. For the laft fee God- 
wiK. 

evil 
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evil one ♦, or wouldft thou know of the 
coonfeU of Jehovah? — His ways 
are wonderful in ri^teoufhefs— his arm 
is ftrid in judgement. 

But Kenaz anfwered: Not fo, 
my father. —-My feet have not walked 
in the^ays of the evil one f*"— neither 
ieek I to know of the judgements of the 
HiGH£ST«< — Foi: lo ! my days are 
few in th^ land— -why then (houki I 
feek mine own affli<2ion ? — - Surely he 
that afketh of hidden things muldplieth 
forrow^-4ic that weepeA with the clouds 
ftoreth up grief. — I feek for Othniel 

♦ Literally: Hatb P\tff^ti {Micaf^blworhi 
ihee evit? 

t ft8^30# » abort. 

that 
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that went up to Debir — my foul 
yearneth for my fon. — ( Alas^ the dayi 
of a father are toilfome days, and the 
wearifome nights that are appointed are 
not few !) — Is not Caleb alfo forrow- 
ful for his fake ? — Hath not the fon of 
Jephunneh loved him? — Tell me 
then, if thou knoweft, what pertainedi 
unto him, that my foul may blefs thee. 
— But let thy lips fpcak of truth, and 
let not thy heart meditate deceit. — For 
my foul is troubled for his fake— for the 
fake of Othniel is the fon of Je- 
phunneh alfo difmayed^ 

A N D he found favour in the fight of 
the feer. — Moreover he fware unto 
him, faying. If I deceive thee in aught 
xoncernJAg this matter. 

Now 



172 THE L O V E S O F 

;Now they walked towards the cry- 
ftal fpring — there alfo Ebia«aph 
fwace unto him — And he lift up his 

eyes and bki&d Kf N a z And be faid 

luito hiai^ O be thou fheltered from 
above by the wii^s of Zadkiel^ 
and may the arms of K a m ael be thy 
defence I -^ I fee thy forrows — I know 
the lamentations of thy foul. — Can a fa- 
ther forget the offspring of his love — ^ 
bencJeth he not over the fon of his vows? 
. — Eb I ASAPH alio hath known the 
troubles of a parent — he hath expe- 
rienced the arrows of affedion, — Let 
him, then, wipe away the doubtful tear 
that trembleth in thine eye — let him 
give of the compaflicn which he h^th 
received from above. 

Dost 
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Dost thou feek balm c^ the feer of 
the moufttaans ? — Arc there not pro- 
phets in the other land ?— But the peo- 
ple come unto the prophet of Hazoth, 
and e^rneftly rely on the voice of 
Ebiasaph. 

And Kenaz was fitting on a bank 
ill the cave, and Ebiasaph ftood near 
unto him. — And he was troubled with 
doubt, — - Ahd he faid, O prophet ! let 
thy fcrvant fuck at the breafts of thy 
C(Hifolations — let him drink plentifully 
of the ftores of thy milk, and receive 
comfort. — For lo ! mine eyes are weary 
with fearching — and my heart is en*- 
compaflcd with forrow. 

But 
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3uT Ebiasaph faid unto him.— « 
Thou talkeft of mifery Us of the giidle 
of thy foul — but afflidion hath leaned 
on thee with her lighteft arm. — The 
fons of lamentation that have gone be- 
fore thee — have they not experienced 
woe? — Have they not been fwollen 
with forrow, as a man is fwollen with 
new wine?— Yet thou complaineft of 
the griefs which thou beareft, a^ijtJr art 
not fatisfied with thy good provilion. 

None among the ions of men are 
exempt from trouble — ^ why then doft 
thou murmur at thy portion ? — Who is 
he that feeth not moujfning, that thou 
mayfeft repine with julVice?— But, from 
the time that his commandment was 

difobeycd 
'■■^''^^' ~ 
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difobcyed »~ ^om the violation of the 
law of the most high — misfortune 
htth been the reward of difbbedience — 
and weeping hath become the lot of 
humanity. — For our father did difobcy 
the commandment of the £ t £ r m a l, 
and walked contrary to the ordinance of 
his God. — Then brought he fonow oa 
the man that had known felicity ; and 
all his ofl^pring have partaken of his 
guilt. — The Mightiest i^ terrible 
in vengeance. 

Wherefore murmured: thou then 
for thyfelf, and thinkeft gricvoufly of 
the afflidtions of a man — feeing thou art 
numbered with the multitude of thy 
brethren^ and that thou enjoyeft but the 
heritage of men ? 

And 
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Am D the prc^het ftood with his eyes 
fixed up to heaveQ — and he prayed fer- 
vently. But, after a fhort fpace^ he 
faid : O Ken az ! thou art beloved of 
the EviRLASTiKO — He will re- 
veal unto. «thee' the fecrets of his pron* 
vidence* 

Then faid Ebiasaph, Caftnow 
diine eyes ftrait among tho£b numerous 
pillars which fupport the interming^lod 
arches. '^^^ 

And he looked — and lo! walking 
penfively and lad, he beheld the father 
of the human race. — Defpair and w« 
guifli marked with their deadly fingen 
all the furrows of his brow.'-^With 

flow 
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flow and fearful fteps lie trod on the 
aiccurfed earth, and wept for all the for- 
rows of his wretched offspring: — nor 
caft his eye at all on either fide. 

Behind him walked folemnly along, 
the bluflbing partner of his woe. — Her 
comely eyes, which erft were brighten- 
ed with the glow of peaceful love, and 
melted the manly heart of A d a m with 
their tender looks, were now ofFufcated 
with tears. 

O THOU, the Immediate child of 
God! exclaimed K e n a z. 

But the feer of the mountains with 
hafte impofed on his lips the finger of 
filence, 

N Ah! 
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A H ! who is that with fallen eyes, 
fixed, and red with watchfulnefs — 
whofe folded arms and fallen brow be- 
fpeak a vengeful or defpairing fpirit ! — 
His teeth would force their pafTage 
through his pale lip ! — And all the £ha- 
dows of his foul feem gathered in his 
countenance ? — Ah ! why hidefl thou 
thy multitude of terrors ? — or why doft 
thou thus flink away from my fight— 
from the face of a man, as from the 
gates of hell ? — I know thee, Cai n, 
hid Ebiasaph — I know thee by the 
horrors on thy brow. — Thy pallid cheek 
and thy diftended noflrils * proclaim the 

* With the Hebrews, to rcprcfcnt a man ipeak- 
ing through his nofe, is the fame as faying he is 
angry; becaufe, it is obfervable, that, the mcMre 

wrathful 
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wrathful inclinations of thy foul.— Hide 
thee then for ever in thy {hade, and em- 
bitter not thine offspring by the remem- 
berance of thy calamities ! 

But behold the form of the required 
Abel ! — Meefcnefs and devotion beani- 
ing from his eyes. — See, Kenaz, 
the bloody ftream wrhich falleth on the 
confcious earth from among his clotted 
locks. — Is this, alas ! the reward of thy 
conftant piety — is this the only meed 
of thine unblemifhed virtue ? exclaimed 
the indignant Ke n a z. 

violently a man is agitated with rage, the more are 
his noArils uAialiy diftended, together with the 
other contortions of his countenance. Pfalm ii. 5, 
Then Jhall hi /peak unto thtm through his mfe^ and 
vex them in his fore difpleafure. 

N 2 After 



i8o THE LOVESOF 

After thcfc a train of people— 
ruddy and ftrong — marked with a long 
length of years and health. 

Then glided on thy reverend 
fbroit o Noah! — The glorious hand 
that (heltered thee from death, appeared 
a fliining covering oii thy hoary head* — 
Thy righteoufncfs prefcrved thee from 
the murderous wave, when the de- 
flru(^ion of mankind was the reward of 
their guilt. 

Thou too, o fon of Teeah! with 
thy whitened locks — leading along the 
comely-featured Sarah. — Hail pious 
fire, faid Kenaz, of Israel's muld- 
plied race! — HaiJ, facrcd parent of the 

holy 
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iioly ofiipring ! — ^Permit me, o father of 
the faithful feed ! thus low to reverence 
thy feet — He faid — and, lo ! the phan- 
tom was diflblved in air. 

Behind thefe moved on the king of 
righteoufnefs * — the king of S a le m — 
with a long train of prophets, priefts and 
kings. — A numerous hoft. — And on the 
humble frbnt of him who clofed this 
glorious company, fat fmiling peace. — 
A divine ferenity was fixed on his brow, 

♦ Certeego arbicror Shemum hunc efle ilium, 
cui titirlus datur, honoris pleniffimus, Melchise- 
DEci, hoc eft regis juftiflimi, & fummc pacific! 5 
fie enim intelligo apoftolum ad Hebraeos, cap. vii. 2. 
Nam fie apud Hebraeos fignificant verba rex juftit se 
& rex pacis. Quippe nullus eo tempore cxtitit 
rex, tarn juftitiae quam pacis adco ftudiofus. 
Cumberland, Orig. Gent. AntiquiJJ'* p. 435» 
N 3 and 
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— and his head was furrounded with a 
circlet of hallowed flame. — His vene- 
rable check glowed with an awful ma- 
jefty. — His jovely eye looked meeknefs 
and compaffion. — Blooming in youth. 
—But as hje paffed along, he wept* 

AcRouDED multitude^ in overflow- 
ing tranlport, were bowed at his facred 
feet. 

Burning with impatience, the 
brother of Caleb turned to the fcer 

— Tell me, divine infl:rudor, he faid, 
how fhall I addrefs that facred form ? — 
Who, among the hierarchy of heaven, 
hath thus wrapped himfelf in the cover- 
ing of men? — Tell me, Ebiasaph, 
which it is among the miniftering fpirits : 
—For, as I gazed on his humble beauty, 

I was 
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I was touched within, far other than 
I was wont. — My fpirit trembled at his 
prefence. — And my flefh ftill ftiivcrs 
at the remembcrance of his form. — 
Awaken him again then by thy power. 
— Let mine eyes again rejoice. — 
Let my heart be tranfportcd again, and 
my foul ! _ 

O Kenaz, God is not known to 
Eb I AS A PH. — He communicateth not 
all his myfteries unto men. — ^The labor 
of his hands is perfeft — his paths are 
equal and ftraight. — He turneth not 
from his purpofe, neither afkcth he 
counfel of the fecr. — He ftretcheth his 
arm through the heavens, and the pro- 
greflions of ages are moved. — Yet he 
forgettcth not the inhabitants of earth — 
N 4 he 
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he hatfa never negleded the man whom 
he formed. — If he is right, then neither 
can he err.— When his hand taketh hold 
on judgement, who (hall charge him 
with iniquity ? 

Unto the fon of Jethro it was 
given to know the myfteries of the 
HIGHEST — but God revealeth not 
his fecrets unto many. — He hath eftab- 
li(hed the revolution of times— but who 
(hall feek out his ways ? 

This was he, oKenaz! of whom 
the fon of Be or (aid (for he heard the 
words of God, and faw the vifion of 
the Al MI G H T y) of whom the feer of 
Pethor faid — " Look unto the ftar 
** that fball come out of J a cob — be- 

« hold 
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** hold the fceptre, that fliall rife out of 
'' Israel r 

Then the fccr conduced Ke n a z 
through the windings of his pleafant 
dwelling. — And they came to a little 
opening in the fide of the cave — there 
they fat down upon the rifing rock — 
and Ebi ASAPH faid unto him : 

Thou (halt not depart from my 
habitation until thou haft opened thine 
ears unto my wifdom — until thine heart 
hath received of mine underftanding, — 
Wherefore, I pray thee, take of this my 
provifion, and thy third ftiall be flaked 
with the waters of the brook. 

But 
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B u T he faid. Nay, I will hearken 
unto thy wifdom. — For inftruftion is 
better than meat. 

Then faid the feer of the mountains 
unto him. — O K e n a z ! with toil haft 
thou fought after happinefs, and with 
much wearinefs haft thou looked for 
her dwelling. — ^Yet haft thou not found 
out her abode — nor haft thou from thy 
youth, approached nearer to her habi- 
tation. — She dwelleth not among the 
palaces of Joshua — nor doth ftie flray 
among the bowers of eafe.— She refteth 
not upon the couch of rofes — nor is the 
perfume of afpalathus the comfort of 
her fleep. 

Seek 
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Seek not for her love among abun- 
dance of wealth — neither will {he meet 
thee on the pinions of floth. 

Keep thy foot from the path of 
pleafure— -for peace is not cloathed in 
diamonds^ nor is happinefs adorned 
with fcarlct. 

Turn to thy right-hand in going 
from her haunts, or to the left, left 
thou fall into a fnare. — For if a man 
lay hold on her in his youth — if he 
drink of the cup which fhe holdeth to 
his lip — and if he fay, It is a pleafant 
draught. — The poifon will fpread among 
the cells of his heart. — He will remem- 
ber the potion in an unpleafant age. 

But 
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Bur thou haft efcaped the times of 
youth, and art freed from the dangers 
of inexperience — yet, fay not in thine 
heart, I am fecure from the wilinefs of 
pleafure — fay not, I am fatisfied in my 
ffrength. — Left thou lie down in for- 
gctfiilnefs — and the robber fpoil thee. — 
Left the deftroyer {hould lull thee, like 
the morning fong — amd pleafure beguile 
thee with the fmiles of fummer. — Say 
not, o Kenaz! I hare run my race. 
— Say not, I have efcaped the tempta- 
tions of eafc. — For conftancy is not 
weary of her toil, and the meafure of 
life is not filled up. — Inclination is not 
weakened with age — nor is the hoary 
head exempt from folly. 

Snares 
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Snares are laid for {Winces, and 
foolifhncfs is the companion of eaie. -— 
Uprightncfs is fcarce in a palace, and z 
rich man cfcapeth with toil. — The 
hand of J o s h u a is liberal in favors 
— and allurements lurk beneath a ipLea- 
4id couch. 

In the morning, when thou goed: 
from thy chamber, and at noon, make 
thy prayer unto the G o d of J e s^ h u- 
E o N * — and thou (halt have blefSng to 
thyfelf and to thy children. 

^ "ITW* ijeffhuron] Ifrad or the IfiraeUus^ wli<i 
j&w ni*3B^n t^^ $lory of the divine prefena, in the 
promulgation of the law. Fearnot^ tnyfervcmt Ja- 
cob, and thcuy Jns^HtKOU, whom I have cho/en/ 
Isaiah xliv. — Targum ^K^lt^^l andlsKAEL.-^ 

The 
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The ftandard of Jehovah isered- 
cd — he hath founded fourth his trum- 
pet to the peopk. — But where is the 
difperfion of them that hearken? — It is 
heard in the defolation, and in the wil- 
derncfs — yet the troops of his army arc 
wanting in number. 

Weariness and pain are among 
the hofts. — For the habitations of men 
are relinquiflied for the fight. — There- 
fore will they not engage in the battles 
of Jehovah. — Yet the foundations 
(hall he dug up, and the thick W-ail (hall 
be thrown down.— For who is Itke our 
God in ftrength ? — Who is equal iii 
power to him that fitteth on the hea- 
vens ? 
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vens ? — He rcwardcth with more than 
the fpoil*-— He is gracious and liberal, 

Cr R E Y hairs will come upon thee — • 
fee then that thou accompanieft thetn 
with wifflom, — Thou art befet with 
multitudes —thou art encompaffcd with 
multitudes, as in a valley —Therefore 
work like him that rcapeth — -labor as 
he that laborcth with a fickle. 

Thy plants fliall extend themfelves 
through the land — thy branches fhall 
give a pleafant fhade.— Under the fliel- 
ter of thy feed fhall the weary find re- 
frefhment — they (hall repofe themfelves 
among the boughs of thine o^pring. 

Aftsr 
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After Ebiasaph had thus 
ipoken, he looked fledfaflly on the 
countenance of K e n a z, and faid unto 
him. Many arc the dangers which thy 
fbn hath feen — yet the fupport of thy 
firength is flill alive* 

AndKenaz bowed to the earth be- 
fore the feer of the mountains— and he 
departed from his prefence* — But E b i- 
ASAPH caufed him to return and eat 
with him of his bread— faying. Thou 
fhalt have refrefhment before thou goeft 
on thy way.— The Almighty loveth 
the benevolence of men. 

Also the feqr blefled him — faying, 
Gqj> ga with thee on thy way, — And 

may 
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may the arm of protedion guide thee in 
thy path ! 

Then Kenaz left the habitation 
of the feer of the mountains, and he 
purfued his way among the pleafant 
hills of Nadarim*— And, as he pafT- 
ed among the fycamores, . lo ! a cry of 
the Chaldeans. -—And he looked, 
and behold, the inhabitants of themoun- 
tains were flying from the deftroyer.— 
But the Chaldeans were fwifter 
than the inhabitants of the mountains. 
—And thofe that remained fpoiled their 
tents, infomuch that they left not any 
thing of price within them. 1 

And there came running unto the 

Dlace where Kenaz was, a woman; 

O^ and 
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and in her arms ihe held her only bn. 
— And {be faid anto him^ My lord^ the 
Chaldeans are come down upon 
lis, and weperilh. — They have deftroyed 
our hxhcrs and onr children, and onr 
young men they take into bondage* 

Now Caleb, when he found that 
K £ tf A z had aroie to go towards Ki r- 
JATH-SEPHER, liiid unto himfclf. It 
u not meet, daat he (hould go thus al- 
one-— Whereupon he gathered together 
a company of his fervants, horfemen, and 
on camels — and he laid unto them go 
ye now down towards Kirjath- 
SEPH £ R, and as ye go ye ihali overtake 
Kenaz my brother-in-law. — ^There- 
fore go ye — and whatfoever he fliall 
command, that ye (hall do« 

Ano 
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And when Kenaz lifted up his 
^yes, he beheld the eamels and the 
horfes, with the hbft that were with 
them.-»He faid furely thefe are the fer- 
vants of C A L E B. — And unto the wo^ 
man he faid. Tarry thou here with thy 
fon* 

A N D the men rejoiced when they bc^- 
held him (for they had made a grievous 
fearch; and they bowed before him, and 
faid, Behold thy fervants. — ' So he 
flayed not to make inquiry of them but 
took one of their beafts, and faid unto 
them, Behold the Chaldeans. — » 
Happily are ye come unto me— for the 
found of them had reached mine ears. 

O t And 
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And Kenaz^ with the fervants of 
Caleb, purfuedthe Chaldeans.— 
And, when they looked back and faw 
the goodly hoft which followed after 
them, they turned with their faces towards 
Ke N Az, and prepared to fmite them. 

Among the Chaldeans there 
was a man whofe name was Hush an 
— he was a great man among thern^ 
and a mighty, even the fon of the 
Chaldean chief. — And he looked 
ftedfaftly on Ke n a z ; — faying. Who 
art thou — and wherefore haft thou pur- 
fucd the hoft of the Ch A l d E A Ns ?— 
ButKENAZ anfwered not Hushan, 
but imote him, with his fword, that he 
died. 

When 
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When the reft of the Chaldeans 
found that their chief was dead^ they 
attacked the men of .Hebron with 
great fury.— But the HEBRONirES 
were not difmayed. — And they were 
more powerful than the Chaldeans, 
whom they put to flight with much 
ilaughter. 

But they faid, this is he who flew 
HusHAN, the fon of Li SH MI, there- 
fore they took Kenaz. — :Rahazanj 
the fon of L I SH M I took him away cap^ 
tive — Even untoORCHo*, which i$ 

* This place is thought to be the (ame with 
Ur of the ChaldeeSj where the anceflors of Abra- 
ham dwelt. M. du Fresnoy. 

O 3 between 
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between Euphrates and the moun^ 
tains of ARABIA. 

And Rahazan bound him, and 
laid him in prifon, and charged the men 
ftridly to watch over him, faying, I will 
not let him go, but he fhall be a fer- 
vant, even the fervant of my fervants, 
?ind of my people, which dwelleth in 
Orcho. 

Terrible art thou, oGod! in 
thy vengeance, and heavy in thy wrath. 
•— Who (hall not fear thee, when thou 
awakeneft in difpleafure — when thou 
diftributeft thy judgements ? — The 
palm tree, which is upright, (hall be 
bowed by thine arm r— thou vexeft the 
mighty in the corrections of thy power. 

~Tho^ 



{ 
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— 'Thoa withercft the field whkh is 

fawn in profpcntj, ^nd hzHt broken 
the rocks which were the moantains of 

ages. 

The thick fence and the brazen wall 

are as nothing to thy might — and when 
thon arifeft in vengeance, the high hilk 
are humbled into doft. — ^l^hoo fpreadcft 
defolation with an extended arm— ^thoa 
deftroyeft the cities which rejoiced in 
people. 

What (hal) a man anfwer thee» 
when thou doft reprove ?—> Shall he afk 
of thee a reafon of thy ways f — Shall he 
difpnte with thee of thy wrath, or re* 
prove thee for the hafte of thy difplea* 
iure ? 

ChastisemsnIt 



< 
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Chastisement is die token of 
love, and correction is the planter of con- 
tentment. — ^The cryings of the lips (hall 
be removed for joy, and the tears {hall 
be dryed from the eye of forrow. — He 
that bemoaneth himfelf under thy cor- 
regions, ihall be comforted with the 
wine that cheareth. — His wounds 
(hall be moiftened with the balm of 
health. 

A man's back thou wilt load with 
heavy burdens-— but at the removal of 
them, how great is the comfort I — ^ He 
cryeth out becauie of toil. — He know- 
eth not that it is thine hand. — He is 
forely grieved; — He acknowledgeth not 
thy corredions. — He weepeth with 

lamentation^ 
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lamentation, but perceireth not thy 
judgements. 

Thy yoke, and thy bonds -^ who 
fliall bear them ? — Thy vifitations arc 
heavy with forrow. — Thou deftroyell 
the vineyard which ilouri(heth, and 
teareft up the valleys of plenty* —Thou 
fendeft the ftormy wind and the over- 
flowing fhower — but great are the hail-- 
ftones in thy wrath. 

When thou ftretcheftout thine arm 
upon us— what are we to thine anger? 
—When thou turneft thyfelf to contro- 
vert—- alas! we are nothing before thee. 
—Thou fmitefl: us, and We are forely 
bruifed«— thou iheddeft thy ftorm upon 



us. 
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«Sy and wc are grievoufty wocindtdr -— * 
G a D is the difpenfer of judgqnents. 

But thou comforted the jiift by 

▼iiions^T— Thou iclieveft bi«> on bis 

couch^ — He maketh his pcayer t€> thee, 

and thou hearcft. — Wbea the morn- 

ing breaketh ia upon his eyelids he re- 

membereth thee*— * Thou art compaP 

fionate to the^ children of thy love^ — 

Thou wilt anfwcr hinjt that prayeth unta 

thee — thou wilt not rejed): the fiipplr- 

cations of the humble, — When be 

veepeth^ wilt thou not behold bis tears i 

'^^ when he groaneth unto thee, thine 

car (hall not be deafened. — If he is 

&parated from thee, thou wilt fooa 

return -— for be calleth thee with the 

tears of afFediom — Surely there is a 

mediat(»r 
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mediator for him in ZeSul. — Are 
there not pleafurcs in ftore for him ia 
Haravoth*? 

* Maimonides, cap, iii. § i. CDP! CD^vivjn 

rmnnyi b^21^ y^m D^ot!^ »NnpJn '^ ^ 

^' They are worlds which arc called, heaven^ th 
^^ expanfe, zebulj or ibe habitation, and gnaravotb^ 
'* or pleafant places:' Q^DBf p VV^pT ♦Jjy 

" ; ^Sny ^m Chagiga^ cap. ii. " There are 
^^ two expanfes, the heaven, and the heaven of 
♦' heavens. R. Eleezer faith there are feven cx^ 
^^ panfes, viz. the heaven, the heaven of heavens. 
^^ the aethereal clouds, the firft and fecond zebu- 
'^ loth, and the places of darknefs,'* R. Je- 
HUDA maketh only two heavens, which he call- 
eth confplcuous. But R, Simeon F.LAKiscn 
hath feven, but he reduceth to two of th^n^ 
viz. Zebul and Haravoth, the whole nuoi' 
ber of angels, fpirits, and all the flars. We wiU 
give his account of thefe : " In the place called 
ff Zebul there i$ an altar^ on which Michael 

Shall 



Shall a man l?f at Ywi^^;Wtlt 
Gop, and fhall he npt intrcat binip^r?^ 
Can one think of hi^ anger— * ^4 
ceafe from trembling? -~ Can M^^ 
tate on his dealings witfe an ,inirp^9fl|^^ 
heart ?— For the forrows oif Ihe foul arc 
great, and the chaftifcments of SjH^p- 
DAI are terrible. ' , ,, 

^ ofFcreth facrifiec for fin ; there alfo are full chairs 
•• of angels, praifing God in fongs, &c; Liicewitfe 
*^ there arc the treaftircs oPfftdwimioMiafl^^^irr 
** Haravoth peace and jufticc flourifli ; there are 
^^ the treafures of tranquility ^n4;oft>][e^g,;4nd 
*^ there are the fouls of thejuft, and^fpirke whicli^ 
*^ God is creating, with thede-v^wfiich he (hall pour 
•'out in the raifing of the dead.'- -i- Who would 
not thiak that thefe gentlemeiH whp^tsdkfo conft^ 
dently on fuch matters, had been admitted iiito tto 
hidden places of heaven ? 

^ Yet 
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Ynt tht foil arifcth after darknefs^ 
and th€ cheating beams of peace fuc«- 
ctid the violiant ftorm. -*- Whofo hdtfa 
placed his confidence on God hadi 
ftcver been dif^ppointed : — ^fbr hcfovrth 
Ihe returning f^uL 

He is full of compaffion and of ten-^ 
dernefs — when he turneth, he is boun- 
teous in comfott. — He healeth the 
wounds of fofrow.— The Ai^mioh- 
TV is abundant in mercy. 

How comfortable fere thy mercies to 
a man 1 — Ho^V pleafant lis the removal 
of thine arm \ ~ For thoU leaneft heavy 
on his neck. -^ He fedefli the weight 
upon his fouK— -He goeth uiong forrow-* 

ing 
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ing for very woe. — He feeketh help, but 
not of thee. — He afketh compailion, 
where there is no comforter. — He de- 
mandeth peace, where there is none to 
be given.— He calleth out, as one that is 
in waters — as one that is encompafled 
with beating waves — and feeth not the 
end of his labors. 

But thou wilt open to him thefoun^ 
stains of thy confolations — and give him 
drink from the ftrcams of thy bleffing. 
—Thou wilt comfort him, as with new 
milk.— He (hall fuck and fliali recover 
ftrength.~For thou art the Highest 
among thofe that are exalted! — Thou 
art the Only-one, and the Ever- 
lasting! — There is no God but 

the 
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the God of Abraham! — Nor is 
diere any help, but ia the arm of Je- 

HOV AH. 

Tfcefe Iftft wrmtds are f^nerdly placed «bftbc 
Ra^bim either at tbe beginning or end of their 
booksu They occur at the end of each book of ibk 
poem i hat it was thought necefiary only to place 
theon hete ind at the condufion of the wliole. 
They art a contraaion of ^n^ OyO HUf 
i pKI tD^Ott^, r\fif^V ^y ^P ^^A^ Jehovah, 
wte bath made heaven and jearib* Pialai cxxL 
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